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LL the fincere Lovers of 

Truth, Righteoufnefs and 
undefiled Religion, (of whatfo- 
ever Denomination amongft 
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The Introduttion. 


e are fome men who write, 
and others who read controverfy, 
merely from a wrangling difpofi- 
tion; without any regard to truth, 
right, or the importance of the 
matters contefted. That this is a turn of 
mind unbecoming a Chriftian, and even a 
man, needs not be faid. Others have an 
utter diflike to all difputes relative to the fub- 
ject of religion, becaufe they are Sceptics ; 
thinking there is nothing of this kind worth 
difputing about. Only thus far they are ful- 
ly perfuaded, that it is a pity the world fhould 
be difturbed by fuch trifling debates, in the 
peaceable purfuit of pleafure, or of folid gain ; 
very gravely condemning all difputants as 
quarrelfome people that would fet the world 
in a flame, and making no fmall merit of their 
own indifference to all religion in general. 
A third fort are thofe good men, who Pes 
ly love and pra&ife religion themfelves ; but 
yet are fuch great lovers of peace, of f ach a 
timid make, and fo apprehenfive of the bad 


effects 


ee 
Q: 
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effects of contention, that they think it beft 
never to enter into debates on religion, or any 
thing relative to it,on any occafion ; and con- 
demn thofe who do fo, as at beft imprudent, 
ill-adavifed perfons. 

BuT furely, there may be juft and fufhci- 
ent caufe for difputing, if religion itfelf is of 
any great importance. We are enjoined to 
contend earneftly for the faith: Nor are even 
the means, modes and circumftantials of reli- 
gion, wholly unworthy in all cafes to be the 
fuoject of controverfy. The epiftles of the 
apoftle PauL, who would nor have the Gen- 
tiles troubled about circumcifion, or other 
jewith rites; and exhorted them to ftand fait 
In their LIBERTY, inftead of fubmitting to 
any YEKE of BONDAGE, fufhciently evince 
this, And ifthe good, peaceable gentlemen 
who were mentioned above, are left to excr- 
cife their own liberty and diferetion, either to 
read or not read difputes ; one would think, 
they fhould allow others the like liberty and 
aifcretion as to writing: No one wiil compcl 
them to read, contrary to their inclination— 

Tre author of the following pages fuppo- 
fes the fubject of them tobe of real i importance, 
not only to the general intercit of religion in 
AMERICA, but particularly in New-Enc- 
LAND. In which refpect he is very far from 
being fingular in his opinion. Indecd, none 
hefides thofe who think that our Forefathers 
fenarated from the Church of ENGLAND 

j without 
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without juft grounds ; and that the differen- 
ces fubfifting betwixt the people of that com- 
munion and ours, are quite immaterial, can 
fuppofe this a needlefs controverfy. The 
profperity, if not the very being ot our New- 
ENGLAND Churches, is effentially concerned 
init; as may appear in the fequel. 

An evident occafion was lately given for 
fome perfon or other amongft us to write 
upon it, by a Gentleman on the other fide of 
the queftion, who has attempted, as he tha’t 
proper to exprefs himfelf, ‘* to determine it 
once for all, by authentic vouchers.” ‘The 
author of the enfuing pages pretends to no 
fuch great matters; and would have been 
fincerely glad, if fome perfon of greater abi- 
Jities and more leifure, would have faved him 
this trouble. But fome of his friends, perhaps 
partial in his favor, expreffed a defire that he 
would take fo fairan opportunity to commu- 
nicate fome of his thoughts to the public, on 
the point in queftion. Ina word, his averfion 
to controverly has,on. this occafion, given way 
to his regard to truth and juftice, back’d in 
this manner. 

Tno’ he really believes the conftitution, 
worfhip and difcipline of the Church of Enc- 
LAND much lefs agreeable to the word of 
GOD than our own ; yet he has an high ve- 
neration for many perfons of that communion, 
as perfons of great learning and wifdom, can- 
dor and piety. He therefore requefts that 

nothing 
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nothing which here follows, may be confide- 
red as a general reflection upon the people of 
that perfuafion. He is alfo fenfible that the 
SocreTy, &c. area very refpectable BODY, 
and to be treated with all the regard that is 
confiftent with truth andjuftice. But he can- 
not think, an implicit faith is to be placed in 
any BODY of uninfpired men, however great 
or good ; or that there is any indecency in 
examining into fome of the Conduét of the 
faid Society, and comparing it with their 
CHARTER ; that fo, if there is any real in- 
confiftency betwixt them, it may appear. 
This he takes to be the undoubted right of 
every BRITISH fudject, as well as his own. 
But tho’ he propofes to lay fome of his fenti- 
ments on this fubject before the world, in 
fimplicity and with freedom ; yet he declares, 
it is by no means his intention to charge that 
venerable Bopy with any wilful, known mif- 
conduét, or improper application of monies : 
And therefore he requefts the candor of his 
readers, that no advantage may be taken of 
any incautious expreflion that may efcape him 
in the puriuit of his argument, even tho’ it 
thould at firt view have the appearance of 
fuch an accufation ; for it is not defigned as 
fuch. 

Ir his obfervations are futile in themfelves, 
or if there 1s any indecency in the manner of 
his propofing them, as he hopes there is not, 
the difhonor will be to himfelf: And he even 

wilhes 
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wiles others to judge with the fame freedom 

and impartiality that he intends to write. 
THE reverendMr. Noan Hog ART of Fair- 
field, in a book entitled 4 fecond addrefs to the 
members of the EPISCOPAL SEPARATION IN 
NEw-ENGLAND, tenteredinto this argument 
concerning the SocreTy’s conduct ; which 
he handled in a manner becoming both a truly 
Chriftian Bifhop and a Patriot ; and deferves 
the thanks of his country, as well as the high 
efteem of his flock. His book has been of fer- 
vice to me ; and wherever I make ufe of it in 
the following fheets, proper acknowledgments 
are made. In fhort, Mr. HoBartT wrote fo 
folidly and judicioufly upon this fubject, that 
it would hardly have been needful to fay any 
thing farther upon it at this time, except in 
conformity to that maxim, That every thing 
newly publifhed on a controverted point, mutt 
be an/wered ;---unlefs it is either convincing 
and fatisfactory to the knowsng, or fo mean and 
trifling, that even the 7guorant are in no danger 
of being impofed upon thereby. Probably 
there are not many, who know any thing of 
the matter, that think the former the true cha- 
racter of Mr. APTHORP’s Confiderations, &c. 
And if I fuppofed they deferved the /atter, I 
fiould thins my time ill employed in endea- 
vouring to prevent their having that efed. 
They feem to me to hold fuch a medium be- 
twixt evidence to the wife, and glaring abfur- 
B dity 
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dity to the foolifh, as to render fome ftrictures 
upon them very expedient. 

Tuts Gentleman’s difcretion is, at icafl in 
onc refpect, very confpicuous ; perhaps in ma- 
ny. Having taken the defence of the Soci- 
ETY upon himfelf in quality of an advocate. 
the validity of his plea is then humbly fub- 
mitted to his venerable CLrENTs in quality of 
Junces. His Confiderations are inlcribed to 
the SociETy, “ in appeal to therr}UDGMENT 
and DECISION.” And can it be fuppofed that 
fo ingenious an advocate as Mr. AP THORP will 
lofe a caule, wherein he is fo happy as to have 
the fame honorable and venerable perfonages 
both for CLIENTs and JupcEs ?---efpeciaily 
a has them for his WITNESSES too ; as 
will appear in duc time and place to be his pe- 
culiar felicity. i fhould, however, have Tols 
lowed him to the saME TRIBUNAL to Which 
he has appealed, had I not feared it might be 
thought a piece of rudenefs, or kind of intuls, 
to infcribe to fo venerable a Bony thole Or: 
ae the profeffed defign of which is, to 
shew that they have, in fome refpects, coun- 
ter-acted and defeated the truly noble ends of 
their INSTITUTION, however contrary to 
their intention. 
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The Question fated. 


HE author of the following pages de- 
fires to have what he difputes about, 
relative to the charter, SOCIETY and 

their zziffioxaries, clearly underftood in the firft 
place. Heapprchends there is no ground for 
controverf y as to religious liberty, or the na- 
tural and legal right which proteftants of all 
denominations have, i in any part of his Majef- 
ty’s dominions, to worfhip God in their own 
way relpectively, without moleftation. 

Nor is the queftion, whether any perfon or 
perfous 1 in Great-Britain have a right, confi- 
dered in their private capacity, if they think 
it expedient, to encourage and propagate epif- 
copacy in America, by tranfmitting money to 
build churches here, to fupport miffions and 
{chools, or the like. Whatever our fentiments 
may be about the church of England, we are 
not fo vain as to aume a right of dictating to 
them the manner in which they fhall, or fhall 
not beftow their charity ; or in any fort to 

B2 controul 
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controul them herein. This is faid with re- 
ference to people in England, confidered in 
their private capacity, as was intimated before. 
AGAIN: The queftion is not, whether that 
very refpectable Body corporate, the Society for 
the Propagation of the gofpel in foreign parts, are 
to judge for themifelvcs in what particular pla- 
ces, and under what circumftances their cha- 
rity is to be employed,conformable to the true 
defen of their charter. They Mut in the 
nature of the thing, judge for themfelves in 
this refpect, if they act with integrity, accor- 
ding to the nature of the rruft repofedin them ; 
which is not difputed. Though as this is 2 
matter of public concernment, in which the 
civil as well as religious intereft of the King’s 
fubjects i in America is nearly concerned ; other 
people have a right to give their opinion about 
the manner in which that charitable fund is 
employed ; whether agreeably to the intent of 
the charter or not ; and even publicly to re- 
monftrate again any mifapplications of it, 
whether through mif-information,or any other 
fuppofeable means, in order to a reformation 

of fuch abufes, if real. Moreover ; 
THERE is no difpute,but that the venerable 
Society have aright to plant churches, to fup- 
port mifiions and fchools, &c. in many of the 
Britifh American colonics ; or whether this is 
in conformity to the intent of their charter. 
No one that has ever read it, can poflibly make 
a doubt of this ; or imagine that the Society's 
care 
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care and charity ought to be confined to the 
heathen flaves in, or the favages bordering on 
the plantations. 

BuT then it is fuppofed by many perfons, 
that there are fome of thefe American colonies, 
whofe religious ftate is fuch, as renders them 
improper objects of this charity ; and confe- 
quently, that whatever has been done by the 
Society in fupporting epifcopal miffions in 
them, is a mifapplication of that part of their 
fund, which has been employed in this way ; 
to the neglect, prejudice and injury of other 
colonies, the Negroes and Indians, who were 
unqueftionably proper objects of their cha- 


rity. eat | 

Tuts therefore, is the main queftion now 
propofed for a free and candid difcuffion ; 
Whether the planting epifcopal churches, fup- 
porting miffions and fchools, &c. in certain 
parts of America, particularly in New-England, 
in the manner, and under the circumftances in 
which this has been, and ftill is done by the 
Society, is conformable to the true defign of 
their inftitution, according to their charter ; 
or a deviation therefrom, and confequently | 
mifapplication of their fund ? 

THIs is a queftion of no {mall importance ; 
And it can be determined only by comparing 
the manner and circumftances in which the 
Society have planted churches, fupported mif- 
fions, &c. in thefe parts, with their charter it- 
felf. And all who are capable of underftan- 

ding 
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ding the charter, which is very plain, and who 
are apprized of the facts and circumftances a- 
rorefaid, may be deemed competent judges of 
the merits of this caufe. 

THAT? part of the charter which explains 
the defign of the inftitution, will be produced 
in the next fection. In the mean time it may 
be obferved, that the ingenious Mr. 4pthorp 
has provofed a certain question for difcuffion, 
or rather to be “ determined once for ali,” 
which was probably never thought of before; 
and is indeed hardly intclligible. It is this, 
“ Whether the Socicty—conform to the de- 
“ {ign of their incorporation, by maintaining 
“ epifcopal churches in the /ettled towns and 
“ villages of North-America: or whether they 
“ have not mifapplied a fund originally mi- 
“© mited to the converfton of the heathens.” + This 
he fpeaks of as a very interefting queftion to 
“ the Miffionarics and their congregations.” 
Poffibly ic may be fo. But what does the 
gentleman mean by the fettled towns and villa- 
ges of North- America ? Is this defigned in op- 
pofition to wu/fettled, or uninhabited towns and 
villages here? I know of none fuch: But if 
there were any,who ever fuppofed that it was 
expected the Society fhould maintain epifcopal 
churches in fuch, but not in the inhabited towns 
and villages ? It were hard indeed, to confine 


the pious labors of the miflionarics to places 
without 
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vithout inhabitants !—Efpecially while there 
are fo many /ettled towns and villages in North 
America, Indian as well as Englifh, where they 
might be ufeful. Butby the disjunction which 
he makes, it feems as if by /ettled towns, &c. 
he meant places inhabited by Englifh fubjects 
and profeffed Chriftians ; for the Society’s em- 
ploying their charitable fund in order to the 
converfion of the heathens, is the othe part of 
the disjunction ; and fo ftands in direct oppo- 
fition to maintaining epifcopal churches in the fèt- 
tled towns and villages here. But if this is what 
he means by /ettled towns, &c. the queftion 
feems at belt very vague and indeterminate : 
For fome of thefe towns and villages have all 
along had minifters of other proteftant com- 
munions in them ; others have not. And it 
was proper, one would think, that the gen- 
tleman fhould have let usknow which of thefe 
he intended. Ifhe meant the latter only ; and 
intended that the fociety rightly applied their 
fund in maintaining epifcopal churches in thew, 
as Well as in the converfion of the heathen, it 
is allowed is there is no controverfy as to this. 
But if he meant the former alfo ; and that the 
Society ae apply their fand in maintain- 
ing epifcopal churches in places where other 
proteitant cl churches were before fettled, and 
the adminiftration of God's word and ordi- 
nances provided for, then indeed he oppofes 
us. But, a any fuppofition, his disjunction 
is extremely lame and imperfect. And how 
interefting 
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interefting foever his queftion may be to the 
Miffionaries and their congregations ; yet, as he 
has ftated it, the effablifhed minifters and chur- 
ches of New-England will not probably think 
themfelves much concerned in it. For if the 
queftion is determined only in the fame loofe, 
vague manner in which it is propofed, it can 
do little good nor hurt to any caufe, even tho’ 
it fhould be thus determined once for all. 
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Part of the Charter, with obfervations up- 
on it, Joewing he true def ign of the 


Society” s inftitution. 


HE firft thing requifite in orderto a right 
determination of the queftion, Whe- 
ther the Society have deviated from the 

dehen of their inftitution or not, is to ihew 
what that defign was. And to this end an 
appeal muft be made to their charter, granted 
by King WILLIAM III. inthe 12th of his 
reign, Anno 1701. ‘The preamble of which 
clearly exprefles that defign, if confidered ail 
together. The whole preamble is therefore 
here fubjoined, without the omiffion or addi- 
tion of a fingle word ; only fuch claufes as 
are efpecially” neceflary to a right underftan- 
ding of its defign, are printed in a different 


chara¢ter. 
“WILLIAM 
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“WILLIAM the Third,by theGraceofGoD,&c. 
RS Herkas we are credibly informed, 
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t in many of our plantations, aoe 
nics and factories beyond feas, belonging to 
our kingdom of England, the provifion formi- 
nifters is very mean ; and many others of our 
faid plantations, solo and factories, are 
wholly pO side unprovided of a mainte- 


‘nance for m inifter s, and the public worfhip of 


God ; and for ie of fupportand maintenance 


‘ for fuch, many of our loving fubjeéts do want 


the adminiftration of God’s word and facra- 
3 6 3 i . 

ments, and feem to be abandoned to athez/uz 

md infidelity; and alfo for want of learned 


‘ ond orthodox minifers to inftru& orr faid loy- 
> . j r 
ing fubjedts in the principles of TRUE RELI- 
a 


GION, divers Romifh pricits and Jefuits are the 
more encouraged to pervert and draw over 
ur {ai id loving fubjests to Popi/h fuperftition 
and idolatry. 
If, “ Anb whereas we think it our see as 
much as in us lies, to promote the g glory of 
God, by the inftru€tion of our pleople i in the 
Cristian RELIGION; and that it will 


be highly conducive for accomplithing thofe 


‘ ends, that a fufficient maimtenance be provided 
ROn aD 07 v dox clergy to live amoneft them, 
‘and that fuch other provifion be made, as may 


“be neceilary for the propagation of the 


Gosren * zil tile p arts. 


LI. SS ANbD whereas we have been well af 


“< fured, that if we would be gracioufly pleafed 


to ere@ and fettle a corporation for the re- 
C * ceiving 
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i; “ ceiving, managing and difpofing of the chari- 

“ ty of our loving fubjects, divers perfons would 
“ Be induced to extend charity to the w/es ane 
“ purposes aforesaid. 

IV. “ Know ye therefore, that we have, for 
“ the confiderations aforefaid, and for the better 
‘and more orderly carrying on of the Jard cha- 
‘ ritable purpofes,” &c. 

THE following obfervations are fubmitted te 
the candid reader’s judgment. 

1. NOTHING is tobe fuppofed the objec 
or any part of the object of this charitable and 
royal inftitution, but what plainly appears to 
be really fo, from the very words of the char- 
ter. Even tho’ it were certain that thofe perfons 
to whom it was granted, had, at the very time, 
fome farther views and ends in obtaining it, be- 
fides thofe which are cxpreffed, or plainly im- 
plied; yet the words of the charter itfelf po 
determine and limit the fenfe of the royal Gran 
tor, and confcquently the legal power E 
on the noble and revcrend Grantees, the So- 
cicty. It was only for thofe purpofes that are 
particularly expreffed, not any private or fecret 
ones, which they might poffib sly have had in 
their own minds, that they were incorporated. 

2. It appears that the Britifh plantations,&c. 
were really the primary, more immediate object 
of this inftitution: or the King’s fubjects. In 
which term, fubjeéts, may be comprehend- 
ed the flaves in the plantations, who are the moft 
inferior fubjeéts. But it alfo appears that the 
\grand, ultimate dcfign of the inititution was, the 


propagation 
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propagation of the Gose EL in thofe parts ; which 
neceflarily includes the defign of chriftianifing 
the Indians bordering on the colonies, as a 
principal part of the gencral defign. 

3. THis charitable foundation was not in- 
tended for all the plantations, colonies and fac- 
tories indifcriminately ; but for fuch of them 
only as really food in great need of relief and 
help in this way, and whofe religious ftate cor- 
refponded to the defcription in the charter. This 
diftin€tion betwixt the colonies, &c. is clearly 
fuppofed in the charter itfelf, by the manner 
of expreffion ufed; particularly thofe words, 
“ Whereas—many of our plantations ;’ and— 
“ many others of our faid plantations.” Had it 
been faid, the refè of them, or all others, it would 
have materially altered the cafe. And it is at 
leaft probable that fome fuch expreffion would 
have been ufed, had it not been taken for grant- 
ed, that fome of thefe plantations were ina quite 
different ftate with reference to religion. 

THis charity muft needs have been inten- 
tionally /imzted to thofe plantations, &c. which 
were or fhould be, in the ftate reprefented in 
the charter; in fuch fort, that the Society had 
no warrant to extend it to any others, if others 
there were, whofe religious ftate was materially 
and effentiaily different. 

4. EvEN amongft thofe plantations, &c. which 
were truly the objects of this charity, there is 
fome difference; for they are differently de- 
{cribed ; and come under two diftinét heads in 


the charter, viz. 
C2 Firf, 
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Firft, THose in which the “ provifion for 
minifters is very mean: which are paffed over 
with this curfory mention, as not being the 
plantations whofe relief was principally intend- 
ed. [And this, by the way, naturally implies 
that fome of the plantations, &c. were at that 
time fupplied with /uch minifters as are defign- 
ed in the charter, ‘‘ learned and orthodox” 
ones: For there is no complaint againft thefe 
minifters them/elves, but only again{t the mean- 
nefs of their /upport. | 

Secondly, Sucu plantations as are “ wholly 
deftitute, and unprovided,” &c. And thefe be- 
ing the places more efpecially regarded in the 
charter, their deplorable and pitiable ftate is en- 
Jarged upon: They are reprefented as wholly 
deftitute of the “ public werfhip of God ;”— 
“ wanting the adminiftration of God’s word and 
facraments ;’—“ {eeming to be abandoned to 
atherfin and infidelity’ —and in danger of being 
perverted to “ Popz/h fuperfiition and idolatry.” 
Sad ftate indecd! but one degree better than 
that of pagan barbarity. And who that reads 
this firft paragraph of the charter, can poflibly 
doubt, but that the relicf of thefe places was 
principally defigned, not only in diftinétion 
from thofe plantations where a tolerable pro- 
vifion was already made for minifters, and 
the fupport of God’s public worfhip, but alfo in 
diftinétion from thofe where the provifion was 
S very mean ?” 

5. IT is evident that, by = miniftcrs,” or as 
they are afterwards called,“ learncd and orthodox 

minifters,”’ 
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minifters,” and “ an orthodox clergy,” were not 
intended minifters of any one denomination a- 
mongft proteftants, exclufively of others. For 
this it may fuffice at prefent to affign only three 
reafons: There will be occafion to relume the 
confideration of this point hereafter, when 
many others will be given. 2r/?, Orthodox mi- 
nifters, in the charter, ftand in direct oppofition 
to Romifb priefls and jefuits: For it is faid, 
that for want of the former, the latter were the 
more encouraged to pervert the King’s fubjetts. 
Secondly, It is not faid, that for want of fuch 
minifters to inftruét the people in the peculiar 
do&rines, difcipline and worfhip of the church 
of England, or any other particular proteftane 
church, the Romifh priefts were thus encourag- 
ed; but for want of fuch to inftruét them in the 
“ principles of true religion” in general; or, as 
it is afterwards expreffed, in “ the chriftian 
religion. There is not the moft remote 
hint in the charter, at any controverfies fub- 
fifting amongft proteftants ; but only at thofe 
which fubfifted betwixt them and Roman- 
catholics. The evils propofed to be reme- 
died, or guarded againft by this inftitution, 
are thofe of athei/m, infidelity and popery ; not 
the errors, whether real or fuppofed, of any pro- 
teftants outof the communion of the church of 
England. It could not even be known from 
the charter, that there were any diffentions a- 
mongft proteftants ; fo general, generous and cą- 
tholic is the language of it; and fo far is it from 


countenancing any party-defign. Thirdly, King 
William 
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William himfelf was bred up in the Calviniftic 
principles and difcipline, quite oppofite in fome 
refpects to the epifcopal ; and is generally fup- 
pofed to have retained a regard for the princi- 
ples of his education all along ; tho’ as King of 
England, and Head of that church, there was a 
neceflity of his externally conforming to its rites 
and difcipline. Can it be reafonably fuppofed 
then, that in this charter, by orthodox minifters, 
he intended thofe of the Englifh church in dif- 
tinction from thofe of all other churches in the 
world; and confequently to brandall the reft as 
heterodox! For this will neceffarily be the con- 
fequence; orthodoxy being always and only op- 
pofed to heterodoxy or here/y. To fuppofe that 
that noble-fpirited Prince had any fuch inten- 
tion, is quite unnatural: And to fay thar the 
Grantees underftood the term orthodox in this 
narrow, exclufive fenfe, is to refle&t upon their 
underftandings as well as their catholicifm. 

From the foregoing obfervations it ap- 
pears, that none of thofe plantations, &c. if any 
fuch there were, in which a tolerable provifion 
was made for minifters, tho’ not of the church 
of England, to adminifter “‘ God’s word and fa- 
craments,” and to inftrué the people in the 
“ principles of true religion,” or “ the chriftian 
religion’’—and fo, to guard them againft “ athe- 
ifm and infidelity” on one hand, and “ Popifh 
fuperftition and idolatry” on the other, were 
in any fort the intended objeéts of this charity. 
And therefore, 


Tuar if the focicty have applicd any 
part 
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part of their fund to fupport and encourage the 
peculiarities of epifcopacy in any fuch places, 
they have applied it in a manner not warranted 
by their charter. And 

Tus abule is fo much the greater, if at 
the fame time they have either neglected to 
fupport God’s public worfhip in thofe plan- 
tations, &c. which were exactly in the poor and 
deftitute condition reprefented in the charter; 
or to propagate the gofpel amongft the heathen 
bordering on the colonies. This, if real, isa 
double abufe ; with-holding their charity from 
thofc for whom it was originally defigned, and 
beftowing it upon thofe whom the charter, by 
natural and neceflary confequence, excludes 
fiom it—The truth of thefe fuppofed facts will | 
be confidered hereafter: In the mcan time it 
will not be amifs to take fome notice of Mr. 
Apthorp’s miftakes as to the charter, and the 
defign of this inftitution. 


SEPIA ON HPT NSD OOD OOS OE 
x w 
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Of Mr. Apthorps manner of quoting 
and reprefenting the Charter. 


"FO HIS gentleman having intimated his 
intention to determine the queftion 

“once for all, by authentic vouchers ;” 
(Confid. p. 7.) fays (p.8.) “ The propofed 
“vindication is defigned to convince the candid. 
“ Lo confute the ob/iuate, and filence the mali- 
COUS, 
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“ cious, is not in the power of reafon.” Froma 
perfon who fets out in this modeft manner, we 
have doubtlefs a right to expeé very diredt, 
plain authorities, and great candor, as well as 
the utmoft clearnefs and ftrength of reafon: 
For fhould he fail in thefe refpeéts, even thofe 
who are neither uncandid nor malicious, may 
poffibly remain unconvinced. But in the next 
page, juft after a very heroic threatning (in 
fome lines from VirG1L) what a fevereand de- 
ferved revenge he would take on fome unknown 
perfon who, it feems, had provoked him ina 
news-paper ; we find him taking a method to 
accomplifh his grand defign of vindicating the 
Society, fo as to convince all but the uncandid 
and malicious, which does not feem the bef 
adapted to this end: And that is, m/-quoteng 
the charter. He there undertakes to give 
the words of the charter, which, he fays, 
** thus expreffes the defign of their” [the So- 
ciety’s] “ inftitution ;” and then goes on with 
the ufuai fign or mark of a quotation. Nor, 
indced, do I accufe the gentleman of inferting, 
as from the charter, any words that are not in it. 
But whoever compares his quotation (p. 9.) 
with the charter itfelf, or only with the pream- 
ble as it is quoted verbatim in the preceeding 
feétion, will find the following particulars true : 
—That he has taken the liberty to tranfpofe 
jome claufes, and wholly to leave out others, 
without giving the leaft notice of it to his rea- 
der in the ufual way, by a blank or ; and 
alfo that he has thus omitted claufes which are 

very 
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very material, in order to afcertain the true 
fenfe of the charter. For he has intirely 
dropped the following claufe—“ and feem to 
be adandoned to athei/m and infidelity’—and 
thele alfo— divers Romifh pricfts and jefuits 
are the more encouraged to pervert and draw 
over our loving fubjects to popi/h fuper/hition 
nd zdolatry;” mifplacing the intermediate 
claufe concerning “ learned and orthodox mi- 
nifters.” And yet the pointing all along in this 
gth page, isas it ought to be, if the chartcr had 
been quoted verbatim, without any omiffions 
or tranfpofitions. 

Now, can even the moft candid think, this 
gentleman dealt ingenuoufly by his readers, in 
thus mangling and caftrating the charter? Or 
can it be fuppofed that he thought the claufes 
thus fupprefied, were of no ufe in afcertaining 
the fenfe? The importance of them is quite 
obvious in this refpect ; they fhew the very Jad 
and deplorable condition of thofe places, which 
were in an efpecial manner the objects of this 
charitable infticution ;—that they were not 
merely deiticute of epifcopalian minifters, but 
minifters of any other denomination among 
proteftants ; fo as to be ina manner abandoned 
to athe:/m and infidelity, or in great danger of 
being perverted to popery. Confidered in their 
proper connexion, and in this view, any com- 
mon man may eafily {ee the importance of the 
claufes. But it would have ruined his defign, 
if it had plainly appeared from his own quota- 
tion, as it does from the charter itfelf, that the 

D inftitution 
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inftitution was not intended for the fupport of 
an epifcopal clergy, where a competent provifion 
was already made for a clergy of the congrega- 
tional or prefbyterian perfuafion ; but where 
there was no competent provifion made for any 
minifters of any denomination amongft pro- 
tcftants, capable of inftructing the people in 
“ the principles of true religion,’ and fo, by 
God’s bleffing, guarding them againft the fatal 
errors of atheifm, infidelity and popery. There 
was therefore evidently an end to be ferved, 
fuch as it was, by thus mangling and mutilating 
the charter ; whether he had any fuch defign in 
itor not. For it would anfwer his purpofe 
much beft, to have the true, and very forlorn 
condition of thofe plantations, &c. kept out of 
fight as much as poffible, which the royal 
Founder of the Society had in his mind, and 
which thofe omitted claufes fo clearly and 
ftrongly exprefs ; that fo people might be the 
eafier induced to believe, that any of the plan- 
tations where there was no epifcopal clergy, 
were actually the objects of this charity, even 
tho’ they had ever fo many minifters of any 
other denomination, competently fupported. 
And, that this was his intention, there is hardly 
any room even for the candid to doubt, when 
his own words juft after this extraordinary 
quotation, are confidered. For there he de- 
duces this as one of his “ certain conclufions” 
from that view of the charter which he had 
given ; viz. “ That the primary intention of 


“ the Society was,——to provide a maintenance 
46 for 
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“ for an orthodox clergy; which (as the 
“ charter was obtained by the members of the 
“ Church of England ) muft—-mean a clergy of 
“their own church.” It might indeed be 
naturally expected that the Society, beingat leaft . 
chiefly epifcopalians, whenever they fent mif- 
fionaries abroad, would fend thofe of their own 
communion. But it will not from hence fol- 
low, that they were to fend and fupport fuch, 
in any or all of the colonies indifferently, 
where a competent provifion was already, or 
fhould be made, for proteftant minifters of an- 
other communion. This latter is what the 
defence of the fociety requires; and it is a 
fophifm, perhaps undefigned, which runs thro’ 
the Confiderations. But of this more hereafter. 
—If Mr. Apthorp did not perceive thofe claufes 
which he has fuppreffed in fo fingular a man- 
ner, to be of any importance, I blufh for him 
as a reputed Scholar: But if knowing them to 
be fo, he omitted them in order to impofe upon 
his unwary readers, and the better to difguife 
the true defign of that excellent inftitution, I 
am quite in pain for him as a Chriftian ;— 
efpeciaily as One whois by office, I would hope 
by example alfo, an inftruétor of others in 
chriftian fimplicity and godly fincerity. 

BuT whatever might be his defign therein, 
which is left to his own reflections, he has not 
left out enough of thecharter to an{wer his pur- 
pofe. Thofe remaining claufes—“ provifion for 
minifters is very mear’ —“ wholly deftitute and 
unprovided of a maintenance for minifters, a 

D2 the 
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the publick worfhip of God’—“ minifters to 


inftru& our loving fubje&s in the principles of 
true religion ;—“ want the adminiftration of 
God's word and facraments ;’—which are all 
defcriptive of the pitiable ftate of the places 
whofe relief was defigned by this charitable 
foundation, are fufficient to invalidate his 
defence of the Society, without the affiftance of 
the claufes fuppreffed in fuch a manner. For 
if it can be fhewn that the Society maintain 
many miffions and fchools in thofe plantations, 
&ec. to which no part of this defcription is 
applicable, but quite the reverfe is true; the 
gentleman muft certainly confider at leat once 
again, and reafon a little more clofcly, before 
he will convince the candid and judicious, that 
the Society have not mifapplicd their fund. 
The charter warrants them to maintain no mif- 
fions or fchools in the colonies, but in fuch 
places as anfwer to the defcriptions in the 
charter; in order to make converts to the 
church of England from chriftians of other 
denominations. The charter knows of no 
diftin@ion amongft chriftians, except that of 
proteftants and papifts: Its grand object, a truly 
glorious one, is, to promote chriltianity, con- 
fidered in oppofition to atheifm, infidelity and 
popery; not epifcopacy and the liturgy of the 
church of England, in oppofition to prefbyte- 
rianifm, &c. sels if the profeflion of chriftia- 
nity is upheld, or if the gofpel is propagated at 
all, it is readily acknowledged that this muft be 
donc in fome particular way, mode or form. And 

when 
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when epifcopalians do any thing to thefe ends, 
it is to be expected that they will do it in that 
way, mode or form, which themielves moft 
approve. Neither is this the thing objected 
againft in the prefent argument ; but, the So- 
clety’s turning their arms, as it were, againft 
other proteftants ; and expending a great se | 


portion of their monies in fupporting a party. 
HOD IDIRIOOIDIDINCIOIOONINIINGOIONK 
SEC TTO N IV 


Of Jome other Things tending to explain 
and confirm the Senfe of the Charter, 

7. : BS IDES SLE ng oe SY a 
and the defign of the Inftitution aforefaid. 


E I name itfelf by which this refpec- 


table corporation is diftinguifhed and 

known, is agreeable to the fpirit of 

the charter as before explained: The Society for 
the propagation of the GosPEL, &c. From 
this name or title any one would naturally con- 
clude, that if heathens and barbarians were not 
the more immediate objects of the charitable in- 
ftitution, but only the more remote; yet it had 
for its object people in very deplorable circum- 
ences at beft: fuch as were in a manner defti- 
tute of Gad’s word and facraments, or themcans 
of grace. It would never center into any one’s 
heart to conceive, that any part Of its defign was, 
the building up any one proteftant church on 
the 
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the ruins of others. Thus the name of the So- 
ciety, and the charter well agree. But accord- 
ing to fome things which Mr. Apthorp and 
others have advanced, not to fay at prefent, ac- 
cording to fome proceedings of the Society, it 
ought rather to have been called, The Society for 
propagating the church of England, in thofe 
parts where the adminiftration of God's word 
and facraments is provided for, after the con- 
gregational and presbyterian modes. 

2. THE common feal of the Society, which 
often ferves as a frontifpiece to the charter, is 
agreeable both to the charter and name of the 
Society. The device is, a fun in the upper part 
of acircle, fhining glorioufly on the world ; a 
natural and noble emblem of the Jun of righte- 
oufne/s ; of Him that faid, ‘lam the light of 
the world.” Within the circle to the right, is 
a fhip under full fail; on the prow of which 
ftands a clergyman with a book in his hand, (I 
fuppofe intended for the Bible) which he ex- 
tends to a company of naked favageson the left, 
who are eagerly thronging to the fhore, to meet 
and receive the bleffing. Juft over them is a 
fcroll with thefe words, Tranfiens adjuva nos ; 
alluding to Aéts xvi. 9. “ Come over—and help 
us:” the words of the mart of Macedonia, whom 
St. Paul faw in a vilon; from whence he infer- 
red that the Lord called him “ to preach the 
gofpel” to the heathen there. And in the out- 
ward circle or circumference of the feal, is the 
aforefaid title or name of the Society. This is 
a fine device for the feal of fuch a fociety, ac- 
cording, to its name and charter. 3. THE 
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3. THE fermons preached annually before 
the Society, in the general ftrain and tenor of 
them, correfpond very exattly to the noble de- 
fign of the inftitution, as before reprefented. 
The grand topic infifted on in them, is promot- 
ing THE GosPEL; the undoubted doétrines 
and duties of the Chriftian religion. The 
preachers on thefe occafions feem evidently, 
however, to have had the heathen in theirminds, 
rather han profeffed Chriftians who only needed 
afliftance in order tothe fupport of God's wor- 
fhip and ordinances: In which refpe& the fer- 
mons rather coincide with the ultimate than the 
more immediate defign of the inftitution ; and 
fo harmonize rather more perhaps with the feal 
and name of the fociety, than with the charter. 
This is not faid with the leaft defign to refle& 
on the preachers of them, as if they had for- 
gotten the defign of the inftitution, which is 
indeed kept in view in thofe fermons; tho’, 
as was intimated before, the ultimate defign of 
the inftitution is much more enlarged on, than. 
the primary or more diret. And the grand 
argument infifted on, to induce good people of 
ali denominations to affift the Society with their 
charity, is, the common caufe of chriffianity ; 
partly for fupporting the public worfhip of God 
in thofe Britifh colonies, where it could not be 
tolerably fupported without fuch affiitance; but 
chicfly for the fake of the poor heathen flaves 
and favages in, or bordering on the Englith 
plantations: An argument which has been 
handled with the greateft propricty and pathos 

iv 


22 Obfervations on the Charter and 


in thefe fermons; and has doubtlefs drawn 
fome thoufands of pounds from proteftant 
diffenters in England. 

I HAVE read many of thefe excellent fer- 
mons, both the very carlicft, and thofe preached 
from time to time fince; and have many of 
them now by me: So that it were cafy to fill 
volumes with quotations to exemplify and 
prove what is here aflerted concerning the 
general ftrain of them. But Iam not willing 
necdlefly to load and fwell the prefent publi- 
cation, by quctations to prove what, it is taken 
for granted, no perfon who knows any thing 
of the matter, and cither has or deferves the 
leaft reputation, will prefume to deny. But by 
way of {fpecimen, for the fake of thofe who 
may not have read any of thefe fermons, fome 
extracts fhall be fubjoined from the late bifhop 
BuTLER’s fermon before the Society, 1739: 
A grcat ornament of the epifcopal order, and of 
the church of England; the clearnefs of whofe 
head, the precifion of whofe language, and the 
goodnefs of whofe heart, are fo con{picuous in 
all his writings. 

“ No one has a right to be called a chriftian,” 
fays he, “ who doth not do fomewhat in his 
“ ftation, towards the difcharge of this truft ;” 
{meaning the gofpel, which he confiders as a 
trut] “ who doth not, for inftance, affift in 
“ keeping up the profeffion of CHRISTIANITY 
“ where he lives. And it is an obligation but 
“ little more remote, to affift in doing it in 
“ our faétorics abroad , and in the colonies to 
“ which we are related— OF 
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“ Or thefe our colonies, the sLAvEs ought 


‘to be confidered as inferior members, and 


therefore to be treated as members of them; 
and not merely as cattle or goods, the property 
of their mafters. Nor can the higheft pro- 
perty, poflible to be acquired in thefe fervants, 
cancel the obligation to take care of their re- 
ligious inftruétion. Defpicable as they may 
appear in our eyes, they are the creatures of 
God, and of the race of mankind, for whom 
Chrift died: and it is znexcufable to keep 
them in ignorance of the end, for which they 
were made; and the means, whereby they 
may become partakers of the gencral re- 
demption, &c. 
“THE like charity we owe to the Na TIVES; 
owe to them in a much ftri&ter fenfe than we 
are apt to confider, were it only from neigh- 
bourhood, and our having gotten poffeffions 
in their country. For incidental circumftan- 
ces of this kind appropriate all the general 
obligations of charity to particular perfons ; 
and make fuch and fuch inftances of it, the 
duty of one man rather than another. We 
are moft firi@ly bound to confider thefe poor 
unformed creatures,” &c. 
“AND it may be fome encouragement to 
chearful perfeverance zn thefe endeavours, to 
obferve, not only that they are our duty, but 
alfo that they feem the means of carrying on 
a great {cheme of providence, which fhall cer- 
tainly be accomplifhed. For the everlafting 
GOSPEL /ball be preached to every natin: 
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“ And the kingdoms of this world feall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrif.” 
AFTER difcourfing for two or three pages, 
concerning the vood effects that might be reafon- 
ably expected from thefe pious endeavours to 
propagate chriitianity, he goes on thus— The 
“ dcfign before us being then ungueftionably 
‘ good, it were much to be wifhed that ferious 
‘men of all denomunations would join init. And 
“ let me add, that the foregoing view of things 
‘affords diftinG reafons why they fhould. For, 
“ firit, by fo doing, they afift in a work of the 
‘moft ufeful importance, that of {preading over 
“the world the scRIPTURE ITSELF, as a 
‘ DIVINE REVELATION: and it cannot be 
“ fpread under this character, fora continuance, 
‘in any country, unlefs CHRISTIAN CHUR- 
“cus be fupported there; but will always, 
“ more or lefs, fo long as fuch churches fubfitt 
‘and therefore their fubfiftence ought to be 
‘provided for. In the next place, they [wzz. 
“ ferious men of all denominations | fhould re- 
‘ member, that if CHRISTIANITY is to be 
‘ propagated at all, which they acknowledge it 
“ fhould, it muft be in ae particular form of 
“ profefion. And tho’ they think ours liable to 
“ objections, &c.—Upon the whole therefore, 
‘ thefe perfons would do well to confider, how 
“ far they can with reafon /atesfy them/felves in 
“ neglecting what is certainly right, on account 
‘of what is doubtful, whether it be wrong’ —T 
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TuHus Dr. BUTLER, with his ufual penetra- 
tion and accuracy, reprefents the true defign of 
this noble inftitution, in its whale view, com- 
pafs and extent. And how cogent is his rea- 
foning, to induce ferious men of all denomina- 
tions in England to join in, and contribute to- 
wards carrying it into execution, upon the true 
original plan? But let me juft afk by the way) 
what.force there would be in this excellent rea- 
foning, to induce proteftant diffenters in Eng- 
land to affift the Socie ty, upon fuppofition it 
was 2 known fact, that the esky) deviated very 
effentially from this noble plan, by applying a 
large proportion of their fund in fupporting a 
party in America, and undermining the con- 
gregational and prefbytcrian churches here? 
Could it be reafonably fuppofed, that thofe of 
the fame religious principles in England, would 
alit the Society in any defigns or endeavours 
again{t their brethren in New-England? or in 
promoting epifcopacy here, in oppofition to the 
churches of their own denomination Or could 
any preacher on thofe occafions, whoknew this 
to be fait, with integrity and uprightnefs make 
ufe of arguments of this catholic ftrain, in order 
to get money out of the pockets of Englifh TrA 
fenters? I am fully perfuaded that the great anc 
good Bifhop BUTLER would have detelted fuch 
an artifice, and even the whole fcheme of plant- 
ing and fupporting epifcopal churches in divers 
places in ane had he been apprifed of the 
truc ftate of religion in them.—The foregoing 


oO 
extracts from his fermon, as was intimated be- 


pee fore, 
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fore, are given only as a fpecimen of what is 
the ufual {train of the fermons preached on the 
fame occafion. Tho’ I am not infenfible, that 
fome of them, efpecially within the laft twenty 
years, have expreflions in them of a much lefs 
catholic ftrain, and quite aliene from the fpirit 
of the charter; an example or two of which 
may perhaps be given hereafter. But then, it 
is to be obferved, on the other hand, 

4. THAT in fome of thefe anniverfary fer- 
mons, all narrow, party defigns are condemned 
and difclaimed in very {trong terms; and a zeal 
for catholic chriftianity recommended in oppo- 
fition to every thing of this kind. Thus parti- 
cularly Dr. BEVERIDGE, Bifhop of St. Afaph, 
in his fermon before the Society, 1706, after 
commending the zeal of the primitive Chriftians, 
fays, “ But then we muft take care, that our 
“ zeal be as theirs was, according to knowledge 
“ —-Not for any private opinion, party or fac- 
“ tion, not for either fide of a doubtful di/puta- 
“ tion, or for unwritten traditions, wherein men 
are apt to fpend all their zeal, fo as to have 
* little or none left for that which is the proper 
‘ objec? of it. Butas it is faid of Phineas, in 
‘é his great commendation, that he was zcalous 
‘ FoR HIS Gop, Num. xxv. 13. So mult WE 
“ be.” t Another Bifhop of St. Afaph, as quot- 
ed by Mr. HoBarvt, f (which of them | am 
not certain) exprefics his indignation againft the 
church of Rome, on account of the party de- 
figns and views with which they fend miffionarics 
about the world, in the following terms, 

| TEE 
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“THEIR miffions do not feem to be managed 
“with an apoffelical fimplicity. THey fettle 
“ themfelves in nations which are Chrifizans al- 
“ ready, and have been fo from the beginning. 
“ And, under the pretence of converting thein- 
“ fidels that are among them, their chief bufi- 
“ nefs feems to be to apply themfelves with all 
“ their arts to pervert the Chriftians themfelves 
“ from their ancient faith ; and to draw them 
“over to à fubjection to the Pope: The want 
“ of which fubjection is what they think the 
“greateft error they find among them, and 
‘which they zealoufly endeavour to eradicate, 
‘while the Infidels are very /paringly, (if ever) 
“ applied to by them.” Mr. HosarT makesa 
a pertinent remark to the prefent purpofe, on 
Dr. WADDINGTon’s fermon before the Socie- 
ty, which the author has not by him. “ Dr. 
“ WADDINGTON,” fays he,—*“ fuppofes that 
“ fome would object, that not chriftanity itfelf, 
‘ but the faith and practice of ONE COMMUNI- 
“ TY ONLY of Chriflians, would be propagated, 
‘and in replying to it he fays, no Juch PARTI- 
“ CULAR DESIGN is mentioned in our charter.’ T 
Now it is to be obferved, that thefe anniver- 
fary fermons are almoft always preached by 
members, and printed and difperfed by order of 
the Socicty : A principal defign of them being, 
to fhew what a noble and gencrous work they 
are engaged in ; that fo people of all denomina- 
tions amongft protcftants may be encouraged to 
bear a part with them in it, by their donations, 
legacies &c. How great therefore muft be the 
furprize 


~ 


A 
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furprize of good people on the other fide of the 
water, if they fhould find, that notwith{tand- 
ing thefe generous profeffions of the Society 
from time to time, and their difclaiming all nar- 
row, party defigns, they had actually been ma- 
ny years profecuting fuch a defign themfelves in 
America ; a fcheme not fufficiently unlike to 
that which they condemn fo juftly in another 
famous focicty, that De propagaudé Fide ; and 
that they had employed a great part of thcir col- 
leétions, revenues, &c. in carrying it into execu- 
tion! That what is here mentioned only by way 
of fuppofition, is not fo remote from certain 
faét, as many may think it even from the loweft 
probability, will be fhewn in the following fec- 
tions—[The Socicty have, however, all along 
profeffed a particular regard for the church of 
England ; fuch an one as all perfons who are 
fincere, muft be fuppofed to have for their own 
communion: And nothing which has been faid 
before, is to be undcftood as a denial of this. ] 


BRESOLIN MEK OOK IE BOAO 
SECTI ONSI.: 
Soni general Account of the State of Reli- 


gion in New-England, before and fince 
the incorporation of the Society. 


AVING in the preceeding fections taken 
a view of the charter, and reprefented it 

in its truc light, in oppofition to Mr. 4pthorp’s 
mifquotation 
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mifguotation and mifreprefentation of it; and 
alfo confirmed that fenfe which has been given 
as the true, by the name and commen feal of 
the Society, as alfo by the anniverfary fermons 
preached before, and difperfed by them, to get 
fubfcriptions, &c. It will now be proper to 
come to fome faéts relative to the conduét of 
the Society in planting churches, and fupport- 
ing miffrons in America. And as the principal 
objection lies againft their condué as to New- 
England, it will be necefiary, in order to fet the 
objection in a fair and true light, in the firit 
place to make fome remarks on the ftate of re- 
ligion here, before the Society fent any miM- 
onaries into thefe parts, and fince. This is 
propofed in the prefent fection. And, 

r. IT is well known, that the firft fertlers of 
New-England were fuch as came hither chiefly 
on account of their fuiferings for non-conformi- 
ty to the church of England. They fled hither 
as to an affylum from epifcopal perfecution, fe- 
conded by royal power; which often conde- 
fcended to be fubfervient to the views of domi- 
neering prelates, before the glorious revolution. 
That this was the eccafion of their flight hither, 
appears even from the Society’s own publica- 
tions. Thus in the Account of the foundation, 
proceedings and fucce/s of the Society, publifhed 
Anno 1706, it is hid, (p. 10.) ** Lt muf be ac- 
 knowledged, that it was the unhappincfs of New 
“England and the adjoining parts, to be firit 
“ planted and inhabited by perfons who were 
generally difaffeéted to the church by law 

 eltablifhie 


cc 
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“ taken refuge or retirement in thofe parts, on 
“account of their /ufering for non-conformity 
“ here at home.” This fat muft indeed be con- 
felfed; and that it was their unhappine/s to fuffer 
thus, ought to be confefledalfo. But, that it was 
the unhappinefs of New-Englend to be firft plant- 
ed and inhabited by thefe confcientious non-con- 
formifts to the eftablifhed church of England, is 
not fo clear a point: Neither is it to be won- 
dered at, if they were di/affecfed to fuch a cruel, 
perfecuting church as that was before the re- 
volution. 

2. It is no Iefs certain that thefe refugees 
were very far from being perfons of a loofe, ir- 
religious character. Had they been void of con- 
{cience toward God, they would not have fuf- 
fercd fo much for non-conformity, and fied 
their dear native country, for the fake of ferv- 
ing him without fear in a wildernefs. If they 
had becn perfons void of religious principle,they 
would in all probability have lived and died in 
the communion of that church, for diffenting 
from which they fuffered fo much.—That they 
were a fober, virtuous and religious fet of people 
in gencral, is certain: Tho’, that they were per- 
feét, or free from all human errors and frailties, 
is not pretended. 

3. IT is well known that they very early 
made provifion for the public worfhip of God, 
and founded a feminary of learning, which has 
been encreafing and flourifhing to the prefent 
time. The zeal which they fhewed both for 

learning 
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learning and religion, from the firft, was in- 
deed very uncommon ; and greatly to their 
honor. The public worfhip of God, and the 
adminiftration of his word and facraments, 
have all along been provided for in New- 
England : I mean, i in the Province of Maffa- 
chuferts-Bay and in Connetlicut ; which two 
may contain pa about eight parts in ten 
of the inhabitants of New- “England. In the 
other two fimall governments, New-Hamp/fhire, 
and Khode-I/land aud ProvidenceP lantations there 
has, to be fure, been much lefs care taken for 
the fupport of a public worfhip. But in the 
Maffachufetts and Conuedicut the public profef- 
fion of religion has all along been very regu- 
larly upheld, nearly after the fame mode of 
=. The doĉtrines almoft univerfally 
profefied in both, are and ever have been, vc- 
ry agreeable to the doctrinal articles of the 
church of England. Their external polity, 
and form of worthip, are indeed known to be 
different ; tne churches of the Ma/fachu/etts- 
Bay, the Ree New-Eneland government, 
being general y of the congregational perfwa- 
fon, “which the epifcopalians affect to reproach 
under the name of independency ; and thofe in 
Conneticut, of the presbyterian ; or at leaft ap- 
proaching nearer to the eftablifhed church of 
Scotland. 

4. IT 1s farther to be obferved, that in thefe 
two principal governments of New-England 
there has been, not only provifion, but egal 

provifion 
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provifion made for the fupport of a learned and 
orthodox miniftry, and of fchools; and that,before 
che Society for propagating the gofpel hada 
being. Particularly in the Mailachufetts, there 
was a law enacted in the 4th of WILLIAM 
and Mary, for thofe purpofes; which having 
been nine years before the Society obtain’d 
their charter, it will be necdlefs to look any 
farther back for a civil eftablifhment of reli- 
gion here, upon this occafioi. Some extracts 
from the law aforefaid may be fcen in the 
margin t. 

5. DIVERS 


+ Thea is iattled, £z ac? for the SETTLEMENT azid SUP- 
PORT Of MINISTERS axd SCHOOLMASTERS, It begins 
thus, ‘* Be it ordained by the governor, council, and re- 
“© prefentatives convened in general court or affembly, and 
“© by the authority of the fame, That the inhabitants of each 
“ town within this province fhail take due care from time 
& to time, to be provided of an ABLE, LEARNED, OR- 
“ tHoboXx minifter or minilters, of pood converfution, ta 
“* difpenfe the word of God : which miniiters fhall be sui- 
‘* TARLY encouraged, and SUFFICIENTLY fupported and 
“ maintained by the inhabitants of fuch towns ” itis 
provided in the fame paragraph, that all contra@s which bad 
been or fhould be made by towns, relative to their minitters 
or {choolmafters, and their maintenance, fhould be ‘‘ mage 
‘‘,a00d, &c. And where there is no contract refpediing the 
€ faupport and maintenance of tho miniftry, or when the 
‘* {ame happens to be expired, and the inhabitants of fuch 
“* towns fhall neglect to make fuitable provifion therein,” 
then the court of quarter Sefñons is impowered and directed 
“o order a competent allowance to fuch minifter ;” and 
the manrer in whick the aflsffment fhall be made, &c. is 
poimed out 

la the next paranreph it is ordained, thar if any town 
fha!! be Celticute of a ininifler ** quaiibed as aforefaid,”— 
** fix moaiths’ —the faid court of quartcr-fellions, after ta- 
hing 
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5. Divers acts, relating to the fettlement 
and fupport of the gofpel miniftry here, ha- 
ving received the royal fanétion, our churches 
feem to have a proper /egal eftablifhment. And 
it ought to be particularly remembered, that 
the act aforefaid was pafled about nine years 
before the Society’s charter was granted. Can 
it then be fuppofed that this proviace, where 
{uch provifion was made for the fettlement, fup- 
port and maintenance of an “ able, learned, or- 
thodox muniftry,” was either one of thofe plan- 
tations intended in the Socicty’s charter, where 
the provifion for minifters was “ very mean ;” 
or one of thofe which were “ w/olly deftitute 
and unprovided of a maintenance for minif- 
ters ;” fothat the King’s fubjects * feemed to 
be abandoned to atheifiz and tafidelity ?’ or 
were, for want of learned and orthodox miinifters 
to inftruct them “ in the principles of true re- 
ligion,” in imminent danger of being perver- 
ted to “ popifh fuperftition and idolatry ! Cer- 
tainly tke charter cannot in reafon be fuppo- 
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king certain Reps to induce the inhabitants to cənform to 
the Jaw in refpect of the fettlernent of a minifter, thall, if 
this proves ineffectual, themfelves ** take effectual cate to 
‘* procure and fettle a minilter qualified as aforefaid, and 
‘s order the charge thereof, and of fuch minilters MAINTE- 
‘© wance to be levied on the inhabitants of fuch town.” 

It is afterwards enacted, that every town having ** fifty 
e houtholders or upwards, fhal] be con{tantly provided of a 
** Schoolmafter to teach children to read and write.” But 
towns that have ‘* one hundred families,”’ are obliged to 
%e provided with ‘* Grammar-fchools,"” &c, And fuitadie 
peralties are ordained in caf: of negled, 
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fed to have had the Icaft reference to this pro- 
vince, or any other Britifh plantation, where 
a fimilar provifion was or fhould be made for 
the adminiftration of God’s word and ordi- 
nances. 

6. CHURCHES and fchools have fror time 
to time been founded, and are continually 
multiplying in New-England, in conformity 
both to the pious inclinations of the inhabi- 
tants, and to the legal provifion made for thofe 
purpofes. A competent number of young 
men have alfo been educated from time to 
time in the Colleges of Maflachufetts-Bay and 
Connecticut, for the fupply of both. And our 
crdinations are carried on in a regular, orderly 
and Scriptural way ; at leaft according to our 
own conceptions: And we have doubilefs a 
good a right to judge for ourfeives as to that 
miatter, as “the aen have to judge for us. 

7- THE people of New-England, particu- 

ea in thoie two principal governments of it, 
arc all in gener al profefled Ch GADS a eke 
is no fuch moniter as anAtheitknownamongft 
us ; hardly any fuch penon as a Deri: And 
As tOmthe foperititions and idolatries of the 
church of Reme, there neither is, nor has been 
the leait danger of their gaining ground in 
New-England. The Congregational ifts and 
Prefbytcrians are known to > hold them at leaft 
in as great abhorrence as the Epifcopalians do. 
And fince the revolution, hardly a Roman-ca- 
tholic, except fome few tranfient perfons, has 

been 
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een feen in New-England, till after remo- 
ing the French from Nova-Scotia, and dif- 
them in the colonies. Thefe area 
lain, fimple, ignorant people, who have now 
o Romifh priefts or Jefuits amongift them ; 
d by whom we are furely in no danger of 
perverted from the protet {tant “faith. 
r much better then, in all thefe refpects, is 
ate of religicn amonstt A than itis even 
In Engle and, under the immediate eye and do- 
cuments a the venerable bifhops ? where, 
ee all their pious endeavours, 
hereare fo many Roman-catholics,Infidels and 
o if not right down Athcifts ! It may 
be added, that the common people in New- 
ngiand, by means of our fchools, and the 
aon ictions of our “ ab! e, learned, orthodox 
minifters,” are, and have ail along been, But 
Jofopher divines in comparifon of the 
commen people in England, of the commu- 


nion of the church there eftablifhed. This is 
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commonly faid by thofe who have had an op- 
pe rtunity perfona! iy to inform themfelves : 
might be given of the fact, e- 


ny Ree on the church 


8. As to practical religion, tho’ we have 
no caufe for boatting, yet, to fay the leaf, 
we have no cau for bluf ling ona comparifon 
of our morals with thofe of the people in 
England, in the communion of that church : 
And many vices that are common there, are 

almos 
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almoft, if not quite unknown here. So that 
if we appeal to fact and experience, there is 
much lels danger of irreligion in principle or 
practice, and of Romifh fuperftition and ido- 
latry prevailing in New-England, amongft 
the Presoyterians and Congregationalifts, for 
want of learned, orthodox and pious minifters 
“ to inftruct them in the principles of true 
religion,” than there is of their prevailing in 
England: Tho’ in the 4bffrads annexed to 
the bifhop of Clogher’s fermon before the So- 
ciety, 1714, (p. 53. ) there is indeed an inti- 
mation that the Epi/copalians in America are 
inimminent danger of falling into thofe errors, 
for want of bifhops to refide amongft them. 
And fhould any be fent hither, to prevent 
thefe evils among{t the people of that commu- 
nion, itis to be hoped they will have better 
fuccefs in fo pious an undertaking, than the 
difhops have hitherto had in England— 

9. From the foregoing faithful, tho’ brief 
ceprefentation of religion in New-Englane, 
from the time that the firit fettlers of it were 
perfecuted out of England by the eftablifhed 
church, to the prefent, (I fpeak particularly 
of the two principal governments of New- 
England ) it appears that there neither is nor 
has been any occafion for the Society to fup- 
port millions and fchools here ; and that they 
had not even a warrant for doing fo, by their 
charter. New-England (the two fmall go- 


vernments of New-Hampfhire and Rhoce- 
Iilang 
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Iiland excepted ) does by no means anfwer to 
the defcription of thofe plantations, &c. in the 
charter, for fupporting “ God's public wor- 
fhip ” in which, a charitable provifion is there- 
by made. 

Ir it howd be faid, (which is the molk 
plaufible thing that can be faid ) that in fome 
parts even of the Maflachufetts and Connecti- 
cut, the provifion made for the maintenance 
Of ministers has! been“ very mean, | and that 
therefore they come within the true defign of 
the charter; feveral things may be obferved in 
enfwer hereto. Firlt, good minifters of Jesus 
CuristT, who have the intereft of religion at 
heart, do not afpire after worldly riches, pomp 
and grandeur. Secondly, the provifion for 
minifters here, tho’ not to be compared with 
the rich benefices in England, has not yet 
been fo “ very mean, buc that a competent 
number of learned and orthodox minifters 
have been found to fupply our churches. 
Thirdly, the government here, which took 
the fupport of minifters into confideration be- 
fore the Society was founded, muft in reafon 
be fuppofed more capable of judging, what a 
competent provifion for them is, in this coun- 
try, than the venerable Society. But, fourth- 
ly, if notwithitanding this legal provifion, a 
number of them in fome of our poor, fmall, 
or frontier towns, have been “ very meanly” 
provided for; (which is not denied) and this is 
alledged as bringing fuch places within the true 

intent 
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intent of the charter; I will allow the perti- 
nence and validity of the argument, upon el- 
ther of the two following fuppofitions. Firft, 
that the charitable Society have remitted fome- 
thing from ume to time to ozr poor, tho’ learn- 
ed, orthodox and pious minifters, fettled in 
Juch places, for their help and encouragement; 
which would have been quite agreeable to the 
fpirit of the charter, and the catholic pana 
ples of the royal Grantor, however aliene it 
might poflibly have been from the principles 
and views of the epifcopal Grantees. Or fe- 
condly, if it appears that the Society have ac- 
tually eftablifhed their ow» miffions in fuch 
poor, little or expofed places only, inftead of 
doing it in our richeft and moft populous 
towns, where the beft provifion was before 
made for minificrs. But if neither of thefe things 
can be made to appear, it will be in vain, and 
indeed a piece of hypocrify, to allege the 
of Very mean: ' fupport of minifters here, asan 
argument for the Socicty’s applying a great 
part of their revenue for the maintenance of 
God's publi ic woríhip in New-Engiand. 

That there was very little, or rather no oc- 
cafion for Miffionaries in New-England, Mr. 
HogBaRT has very pertinently produced the 
ceftimony of the pious and judicious Dr. BRAY, 
who, before the Society's incorporation, was 
the bithop of London’s commiffary in Mary- 
land. This worthy divine took great pains 


to inform himfeif of the ftate of religion in 
the 
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the colonies, and their various exigencies ; of 
which he publifhed an Account, and delivered 
itas the refult of his inquiries, that “ from 
“ New-York northward, he found very dittle 
need of miffionarics for the propagation of 
“ Chriftianity ; and in the colonies of Connecc- 
“ ticut and the Mafflachufetts NONE AT ALL’ +. 
Tus teftimony of Dr. Bray ought to have 
the more weight,not only becaufe he was fuch a 
icading man with reference to the charitable in- 
fticution aforefaid, as to have been honoured 
with name of “ the Father of the Society”; but 
becaufe of the great refpe&t with which I find 
the Socicty fpcaking of him, of his condué in, 
and his account of the Affairs of America, in 
the following words— “ The Lord bifhop of 
“ London—did afterwards fend over the Rev. 
“Dr. THomas Bray, as his commiffary to 
“ Maryland ; who being affifted—did fettle and 
“ fupport feveral new minifters in that province, 
“ and did fix and furnith fome parochial libra- 
“ rics, and did other public fervices, of which 
“ he has himfelf given a TRUE and model? 

S account E 
It is fubmitted to the judgment of the im- 
partial reader, whether the aforefaid teftimony 
of Dr. Bray, fo inquilitive, obferving and active 
a man, is not more than a balance to the tefti- 
mony which Mr. pthorp produces from the 
Dean, afterward bp. BERKLEY’s fermon before 
G this 


t+ Vid. Second Addrefi, Kc. p 125, 
$ Account of the Socitty, p. 24. 
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the Soctety ;—“ that the likclieft Step towards 
converting the heathen, would be to begin with 
the Enghfh. The miflionaries do good fervice 
in bringing them to a ferious fenfe of religion,” 

&e t. The excellent Dr. BERKLEY lived are- 
clufe, ftudious life the greateft part of the time he 
was in N. England ; and that in the fmali govern- 
ment of Rhode-Ifland, where there was indeed 
then but little of the face of religion,—except 
perhaps among our good friends the Quakers— 
Befides ; he does not foeak particularly of N. 
Eneland,or any part thereof, but of the colonics 
in gencral ; thinking that the miffionaries in 
them do good fervice in bringing the Englifh to 
a ferious Senf of religion. Which is doubtlefs 
truc as to fome of the colonies: Tho’ the peos 
ple of the Maffachufetts and Connecticut had at 
icaft as ferious a fenfe of religion, long before 
there was a fingle miflionary in them, as they 
have had fince. And Dr. BRAY is exprefs, that 
in thefe two colonies, there was no occafion AT 
ALL for miffionarics to propagate chriflianity : 
And the Socicty fay, he gave a TRUE account 
of things in America. So that if they fend 
mifMionarics into thefe colonies, it cannot be fo 
much to propagate chrifhanity, as to propagate 
fomething diftincl from it, viz. the peculiarities 


of the church of Eng eae 
+ Confidcrations, p3 19. 
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ea upporting Epifcopal Mifions and 
Schools in New-England, particularly in 


the Maffachufetts- Bay and Connecticut. 


CF HAT the Socicty have chiefly fent theirt 
l mifonaries into thofe Brigith plantations 
where they were much needed, according to the 
true defign of their inftitution ; and that they 
have e hereby ferved the intereft of religion in 
them, is by no means denicd: It were very 
criminal to deny t them the praife that is juftly 
due to them in this refpe&. But, that they have” 
deviated from their original plan according to 
the charter, in fome other refpeéts ; and there- 
by left encode much of the good which they 
might proh have effected, with the ae 

b Icing of God, may perhaps be equally evid ad 
from this and the following fections. Moft o 
the following fa&s arc very notorious, even from 
the anniverfary fermons, ab?radts,and other pub- 
lications of the Society ; fo that they will not 

be denied. 

I. For feveral years, È think about cight or 
nine, after the Society was founded, they fent no 
miMfonary intoN. England. Which may naturally 
- looked on as one argument, that it was not 
originally confidered among thofe plantations 
G 2 which 
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which were fuppofed to ftand in need of their 
charity T. 

2. THEY have from time to time, fince they 
began to fend miffionaries into thefe parts, been 
adcing to their number, fupporting epifcopal 
{chools, &c. 

Tr is alfo to be obferved, that a very large 
proportion of their miffionaries have fallen to the 
fhare of N. England ; in the two principal go- 
vernments of which, Dr. Bray, the Father of 
the Society, thought there was no occafion for 
any at all. The gradual inereafe of the miffio- 
naries, catechifts, &c. in N. England, appears 
from the abjracts to have been as follows, viz. 
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I have feen no later abjfrac?. How 


t There was na church of F. in N. E. till about the year 1678 or 
1679, in the reign of the unhappy, infatuated Roman-catholic 
K. James yl and the adminiftration af the Roman-catholic Go- 
vernor Sir Edmond Andros, inthis Province. It was at this 
time that ‘* the Ld. bp. of London, upon an addrefs of feveral 
“ of the inhabitants of Beffan did prevail with iis Mayjelty 
«t Faforefaid] that a church fhould be allowed in that town. for 
“ the exercife of re‘igion according to the church of E.” [Aec- 
count of the Society. p. 11.) 1f 1 miftake not, there was no mif- 
Gonary from the Society in N. F. till about the year 1710. It 
is not material : In the year 1718 there were anly three of them 
inall N. E. viz, one at Rhode Iard another at Marblehead, 
and a third at Newbury ; according to the abfira& for that year, 
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How arge a proportion of miffionaries, &c. 
this is for N. England, compared with the other 
colonies, efpecially when a due regard is had to 
their religious {tate refpectively, may appear by 
the fingle caft of the eye on the table follow- 
ing. In the laft mentioned year, 1761, accord- 
ing to the abfract, their numbers in tha 
fouthern colonics; where they were fo much 
needed, were, 

In New-York 1G: 
New-Jerfey 1o. 
Pennfylvania 9 
N. Carolina CP 

5 


S. Carolina 


Georgia I 
Bahama Iflands r. 
Barbados 2. 


IT does not appear from the abfradéts, that 
the Society have any miffionaries at all in the 
other W. India Iflands, where, as is commonly 
reported, there is hardly any fhew of public 
worfhip kept up, of any kind ; and where there 
are fo many thoufands of Negro flaves in total 
ignorance of chriftianity. The true caule of 
this negle& may be feen hereafter. 

3. IT is notorious that the mifionaries, in- 
ftead of being fent to the frontier and other poor 
Towns in N. England, where the provifion and 
accommodations for minifters were the meane/?, 
have generally been ftation’d in the oldeft, moft 
populous and richeft towns, where the bef pro- 
vion was before made tor minifters ; where 


the 
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the public worfhip of God was conftantly and 
regularly upheld, and his word and facraments 
duly adminiftred according to the congregatio- 
nal and prefbyterian modes. This will be evi- 
dent to all that are in any meafure acquainted 
with this country, from the bare mention of 
fome of the places where the Society fupport 
miffions and {chools ; viz. Bofton, Cambridge, 
Salem, Marblehead, Newbury, Portfmouth in 
New-Hampfhire, Braintree, Scituate, Briftow, 
Portfmouth in Rhode-Ifland, N. London, Strat- 
ford, Fairfield, Middletown, &c. I have alfo 
underftood that there is a church of England in 
N. Haven, the feat of the College in Connec- 
ticut ; tho’ I do not find by the abfracts, that 
there is yet any miffionary fixed there. It is 
not denied, however, that there are a few miffions 
reftablifhed in N. England, particularly in Rhode- 
Ifland government,where they might be needed. 
4. It needs not to be proved, but only re- 
membered, that thefe miffions, &c. have not 
been fupported, but at a large annual expence 
of the Society. The amount of the falaries 
here, exclufive of books to be diftributed, &c. 
for the year 1761, was about £. 1270 fterling, 
according to the abfract. The other expences 
of theSociety for N.England being added hereto, 
misht probably make up the fum of £.1500 
fterl. communibus annis, for many years paft : 
Tho’ I pretend not to be very exact in this 

caleulation. 
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$. To thofe who are well acquainted with N. 
England, and the manner and circumftances in 
which epifcopal churches have been gathered and 
founded here, it appears that the Society have 
manifefted a /uffictent forwardnefs to encourage 
and increafe /mall difaffected parties in our towns, 
upon an application to them ;—in thofe towns, 
I mean, where a regular, legal and due provifion 
was already made for the fupport of God's pub- 
lic worfhip. Some of thefe little parties, or 
rather factions, it is well known here, have taken 
their rife fram no fixed principle of a confcien- 
tious diflent'from our manner of worfhip, but 
from mere levity, petulance or avarice ;—from 
fome trifling, grqundlefs difguft at the ftated mi- 
niter ; or a-diffatisfaétion about pews and rates; 
or at their being under, or likely to come under 
cenfure for their immoral practices. I do not 
affirm pofitively, that either of thefe has always 
been the cafe, without exception: Bus, that it 
often has been, is.as well known amongtft us, az 
a thing of that nature can be known. Thefe 
people being thus affronted and angry without 
caufe, prefently declare for the church, without 
really knowing any thing of the ftate of the 
controverfy ; and apply to fome miflionary or 
miffionaries, to recommend them to the charity 
of the Society. And divers of the miffionaries 
have been much injured, (which there is no rea- 
fon to fuppofe) if they have not been very bufy 
in intrigues in ordcr to foment thefe divifions 
and parties, for the good of the church ; yea, 

been 
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been at the bottom of them. In which they 
perhaps thought, they conformed to the true 
defign of that ftanding direction of the Socicty 
to their miffionaries ; viz. “ That they fre- 
“& quently vifit—thofe that oppo/e them, or dif- 
“fent from them, to convince and reclaim 
“ them—” They add indeed, “ with a fpirit of 
“ meeknefs and gentlenefs”; which feems not to 
have been fo much remembered in all cafes, as 
the other branch of the direétion. 

But from whatever caufe thefe little difcon- 
tented parties have generally taken their origin, 
in towns where there were learned and orthodox 
minifters duly fupported ; thus much is certain, 
that they have not only been recommended to 
the Society from time to time, but been en- 
couraged thereby, and had miffionaries fent to 
them. The number of thefe humble fuppli- 
cants in a town, have fometimes not exceeded 
eight, ten or twelve heads of families ; and this 
in towns confifting of two or three hundred 
families. It is commonly, and I believe truly 
faid, that there are fcarce fo many as ten fa- 
milics in the town of Cambridge, which ufually 
attend the fervice of the church lately fer up 
therein, but about half a quarter of a mile from 
the College, and from the meeting-houfe there. 
What is this but fetting up altar againft altar! 
And fomc there are, who think the principal cnd, 
and true fpirit of that miffion was not ill ex- 
plained by an cpifcopalian, who, as is reported, 
exprefled himfelf thus on the ls ee 

on’t 
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“ don’t care for them ; we have now got a church 
“in the very aunns Tt of’em.” It isa known 
fat, that in fome other churches, which, ac- 
cording to the abfradts, have been reprefented as 
growing, flourithing, and increafing in reputation 
for near hafa century, t the number of ftated 
worthipp ers at this day very little, if any thing, 
Exceeds. ten or twelve families. Thefe {mall 
pues thus encouraged and fupported by the 
Secicty in diferent parts of New-England at a 
great expence, have in fhort all the appearance 
of entering wedges; or rather of little lodg- 
ments made in carrying on the crufade, or {piri- 
cual fiege of our churches, with the hope that they 
will one day ae to an epi ifcopal fovercign. 
And it will appear at ealt probable in the fequel, 
that this has long bee on the some defign of the 
Society ; and that it is the true plan, and grand 
my ttery of their cpcrations in New- England. 

6. IT is well known to us in New- -England, 
that after fupporting and aes thefe lit- 
tle parties, till in fome places they have, by 
one means or ot ie become confiderable both 
for number and riches, and weli able to fup- 
port their own minifters; the spite! have ftil 
continued to pay thefe out of their charitable 
fund. The only reafon why I do not come to 
particulars here, is, left it fhould feem too invi- 
dious. This condu& of the Socicty, for fome 
years proved no inconfiderable means of in- 
creating the church-party: I mean, till a law 
of this province was made, obliging the epifco- 

H palians, 


+ A cant term well underftood among us. 
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palians to pay minifterial rates in common with 
other people ; the money levied on them, how- 
ever, to go to the fupport of their own clergy. 
This law feemed to give fome check to the 
rogrefs of epifcopacy, and a zeal for the 
iturgy, in New-England. And if there had 
been no fuch aét, or the epifcopalians had been 
exempted from all minifterial taxes, as the 
Quakers are,-almoft all who loved their money 
better than any thing elfe, might in the courfe 
of a few years have declared themfelves for, 
and adorned the communion of the church— 
But this is not defigned as a general reflexion 
on the people of that communion here; fome 
of whom are doubtlefs perfons of principle, 
and fincere piety. 


SHAH SHAH TNH eS 
SECTION VIL 


The manner in which epifcopal churches 
have often [prung up in New-England, 
illuftrated and exemplified in a letter of 
the late Rev. Dr. Corman of Bofton 
to Dean, afterwards Bifbop KENNET ; 
with part of the Dean's anfwer. + 


T may perhaps be lefs invidious to exem- 
plify fome things in the foregoing feétion,re- 
lative to the epifcopal churches and miffions 

in 
+ The letters from which thefe extras are made, are con- 


tained at large in the life of Dr. Co/man, by the Reverend 
E. Turell, A. M. paltor of Medford, Pp. 122°**¢132. 
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in New-England, by fome extracts from a letter 
of Dr. CoumaNn to Dr. KENNET, then Dean 
of Peterborough, than by giving any more re- 
cent inftances, however notorious. It was in 
1712, that the letter from which the following 
extracts are made, was written by the former to 
the latter of thofe worthy Divines. 

“Revoir, Bofton, Nov. 1712. 

‘Tam altogether a franger to you, and muft 
‘needs be unknown ; for my name is much too 
‘ little to have been heard of by perfons of your 
‘ dignity in the eftablifhed church. But meet- 
‘ing with your excellent /ermon preached be- 
‘ fore the honourable and moit reverend Society 
< ——I cannot forbear afking your leave to 
‘write you my thoughts upon an admirable 
‘ paflage I find therein, p. 22. 

“NEITHER our owi people in thofe parts, 
“nor their African Javes, nor their Indian 
“ neighbours have ought to accufe us of. At 
‘* leait we have given no juf offence to the Gen- 
“ tiles there, nor to the church of God. We 
“ truft we have not finned againft the brethren, 
“ and have walked honeftly toward them that 
< arc without. We give our money, our at- 
“ tendance, our correfpondence, our feveral forts 
‘ of care, pains and trouble: Forgive us this 
“ wrong: If we have done any other, God do 
“ fo to us, and more alfo.” 

‘ Sır, thereis fuch an air of /incerity in thefe 
‘ words, that | cannot but have a perfect effeem 
‘ of the good, and truly noble fpirit breathed in 
‘them. I doubt not but you fully believe as 

2 * you 
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: ‘you fpcak, and are accepted by God in your 
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‘ pious defires of ferving the interefts of f religien 
in thefe remote parts of the carth. re atly 
honor the zntentions of your moft aa 
Society, their abundant labors and expence. 
‘A MORE noble charity never was projected 
than yore fending the go/pel a BODE the hea- 
then here, and into heatheni/l places, where 
the fettlements have been made void of the 
form of religion. The harvef of this nature 
is too plentious thro’ Virginia, Maryland, the 
Ferfies, our Eaffern country alfo, and theNar- 
raganfett,and fome places about Rhode-L/land, 
which have been too long neglected, and fuf- 
fered to run wild into /ecfaries,and prejudicies 
againft any miniftry of the word at all. 
°THIs vafi and wafe Space, defolate and pc- 
rifning, crics aloud to you for your charitable 
care: And verily the Jund which the Society 
has contributed and gathered is but too little 
yet by far, for thefe eee ce places; while 
at the fame time many of your miffions into 
our parts, are unto places where the gofpel is 
received and preached, and churches gathered 
in very good order and manner.——I cannet 
but let you know my thoughts, that the reve- 
rend and honourable Socicty have been once 
and again mifled, and even impofed on by 
mif-informations, and private defigns-and in- 
terefts, of perfons and partics here, to mif- 
fpend (and fo neceflarily pervert) great portions 
of their noble charity, to fuch eads and in 


fuch manner as do not at all an{wer the pro- 
` pagation 
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* pagation of the gofpel among us, but which do 
‘really break in upon and hinder the fpreading 
‘and fuccefs of it. To evince which, I will 
‘ fairly put the cafe, and offer an inftancc or two. 
‘You mult give me leave, Sir, to fuppofe a 
‘town and towns here, whercin religion is 
* fettled, menzfers legally fixed, the word of God 
‘faithfully preached, and the facraments of 
‘ Chrift adminiftred ; and yet there happen a 
‘ difcontented perfon. or two in the place ; or 
‘fome difference about the placing a new hou/e 
‘ for public werfhip, or about paying their little 
‘ rate to the miniftry, or the like: Immediately 
‘they are advifed, or in their own mind they 
‘ propofe to themfelves, ‘Let us fend over to 
“ the Lord bifhop of London, or to the honour- 
“ able Society for propagating the gofpel, for a 
“ minilter of the church of England! He will 
“ bring a falary of £ ṣo fterling’”—Now fuppofe, 
‘Sir, they actually fend and obtain, I demand, 
whether it be nota real injury and abue of 
the Society and their charity; their declared 
end, and the proper w/e of fo great a gift as 
fifty pound per annum is?—Yet are there fe- 
veral fuch notorious inftances in our New- 
Englifh provinces. One was lately in the 
town of Braintree, within ten miles of Boffon, 
which application to you the Rev. Mr. Miles 
of Boffon refufed to countenance; and was 
free to fay, that were the circumftances of the 
‘ place known, my Lord of London and the 
‘Society would never approve of it: For it is 
‘a notorious matter of fact, that fetting afide 
‘two 
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€ two families in that party at Braintree, the reft 
‘neither know why they fought the church wor- 
‘ /bip there, nor could beany credit to it. Their 
“number was fo very minute, and their cha- 
“racer fo very mean, that when a minifter was 
‘ fent to them, he was a/hamed of his errand, 
€ and diverted to fome other place of fervice. 

‘ THis laft year a difference happened in the 
“town of Newbury about placing their meeting- 
‘ boufe : The matter was brought before our 
< general court, who determined it according to 
* the free vote and aét of the precinc?, whereby 
‘they had obliged themfelves to each other. 
é Whereupon a number of them declare them- 
‘felves for the church of England; many of 
‘them, I will fuppofe, perfons of fobriety and 
‘virtue, only in a pet, and to fave their rate to 
‘their aged and worthy minifter, Mr. Belcher ; 
‘utterly zgnorant of the church they declare for, 
© nor offended in the leaft with the form of wor- 
‘ fhip or dicipline which they turn from ;—be- 
‘ing till now among the molt narrow and rigid 
“ diffenters. 

‘In fhort, Sir, there is a /ordid motive which 
‘ will find you beggars enough for your charity 
‘in our country-towns! if you will free them 
‘ from rates to any miniftry, and maintain it for 
* them You will beft judge, Sir, if there be 
‘no offence to the church of God, in the fteps 
‘taken by too many, here and there. — 

THE worthy Dean wrote a very obliging an- 
{wer to the foregoing. Hisletter is dated Sept. 


15.1713: In which are the following Pe 
ev. 
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‘ Rev. Sir, 

‘THo’ I feem negligent in my due acknow- 
‘ledgment of yours of Nov. 1712, yet among 
‘ private friends I have often exprefled my fatis- 
‘ faction in the fenfe, ftile and temper of it; and 
‘I now heartily accept fuch a correfpondence, 
Sand wifh the continuance of it, for the fake of 
‘our common caufe of charity to fouls, and zeal 
to our Chriffian religion. 

‘I was under a great temptation Of communi- 
“cating your letter to a general meeting of our 
‘ Society ; that I might have their inffructions for 
‘an anfwer to the particulars contained in it.— 
‘ But then I thought my felf refrained by fome 
‘ prudent intimations of your own; and I was 
‘very unwilling to draw you into any contro- 
verly or envy, that two often attend us for 
‘ {peaking PLAIN TRUTHS: For sucH indeed 
‘I belicve are the kind informations you give 
‘me relating to the places you mention It 
is poflible we are not fo intent upon our bufi- 
“nefs, as if it were for filthy lucre We are 
iefs exaé? in our correfpondence and accounts, 
than if the dear liberty and property of this 
world depended on it—However, our general 
aim is, to purfue our general commiffion of 
planting chriftianity according to the church of 
England, in thofe parts of our Englith plantati- 
‘ ons, where there is no fettled miniftry: or, &c.— 

AFTRR foeaking of the difficulties which the 
Society were under, in refoeét of their diftance 
from America, the difagreement of accounts 
from hence, and expreffing fome hope that the 

time 
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time would come, when the Englith in America 
fhould be ‘ all of one heart, and one way of dif- 
‘ cipline and wor/hip,’ with feveral other par- 
ticulars, the Dean concludes his letter in the 
friendly and catholic manner following—‘ Our 
‘ exchanging, Sir, the good offices of common 
‘ charity and a public fpirit, wil! help much, un- 
‘der Gov’s biefing, to enlarge our underftand- 
‘ings and our affections alfo to cach other; and 
‘fo to meet nearer upon earth, and zn/eperably 
‘in heaven. Let thefe be our mutual prayers 
‘and endeavours. Iam, dear Sir, your affec- 
‘ tionate Friend and Brother, 
WHITE KENNET. 
Now, themanner in which epifcopal churches 
have been founded in the Maffachufetts and 
Connetticut, has all along in general borne but 
too near a refemblance to that reprefented in 
Dr. CopmMaANn’s letter aforefaid: And the wor- 
thy Dean was fo juft as to exprefs his intire be- 
licf of what the Dr. faid relating to the places 
which he mentioned ; fuppofing thefe reprefen- 
tations to be fome of thole plain truths, which 
too often draw people into controverfy and envy. 
He alfo fpeaks of it as the primary defign of the 
Society’s inftitution, to plant epifcopal churches 
‘in thofe parts of our Englith plantations, where 
‘there is no fettled minifiry ; tho’ not exclu- 
fively of thofe, where there are ^ good num- 
‘ bers who cannot 2n confcience conform to the 
‘ ways of worthip different from the eftablithed 
‘church’ of England. The invalidity of which 
plea of con/cience, as it relates to the prefent con- 
troverfy, will be fhewn hereafter. 
SECTION 
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5 Cle ON VHI 
That the aforefaid Condu of the Society 


is not agrecable to the Letter or Spirit 
of their Charter. 


UPPOSING the truth of the principal 
S facts reprefented in the foregoing feétions ; 
particularly as to the ftate of religion in 
New-England, the number of miffionaries, &c. 
maintained here by the Society, and the places 
in which they are fupported; which I confider 
as the principal faéts, even in diftinétion from 
the di/honourable manner in which epifcopal par- 
ties have often arofe, been encouraged and in- 
creafed here ; (which is confidered only as an in- 
cidental circumftance, not a principal faét, upon 
which the argument finally turns) Suppofing the 
truth of thofe facts, I fay, alntoft any unpreju- 
diced perfon may eafily fee, that fuch a condué& 
in the Society is not conformable to their char- 
ter in any one material circumftance, but effen- 
tially repugnant thereto. The contraft, or the op- 
pofition betwixt the charter and fuch a conduét, 
may be made to appear in a very few words. 

1. It is allowed on all hands, that one mate- 
rial end of this in{titution, according to the 
charter, was, propagating the go/pel among the 
heathen bordering on the Britifh plantations. 
But no one will pretend to fay, that the miffiona- 
rics in New-England are employed direétly in 
that good work. 

I 2. ANOTHER 
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2. ANOTHER end was, the maintaining a 
public worthip in thofe colonics, where the 
people, tho’ called Chriftians, were “ wholly 
“ deftitute and unprovided,”’ where they 
“ wanted the adminiftration of God’s word and 
“ ficraments, and feemed to be abandoned to 
“ atheifm and infidelity,” &c. But, that this 
neither is, nor ever was, the truc ftate of New- 
England, at Icaft not of the Maflachufetts and 
Conneéticut, is fufficiently apparent. 

3. ANOTHER end of the initirution, which 
is indeed the firft mentioned in the charter, was, 
the benefit and affiftance of thofe plantations, 
in which, tho’ there were fuch minifters as 
are defigned in the charter, yet there was not a 
tolerable or competent provifion made for their 
fubfiftence; or, in the words of the charter, in 
which the provifion made for them was “ very 
mean.” Whereas itis a known fad, that in mof 
of thofe places in New-England where the fo- 
ciety fupport miffions, there was a legal and 
competent provifion before made for the fupport 
of an “ able, learned, orthodox miniftry.” 

4 .THESE three are thc only ends of the infti- 
tution exprefly mentioned in, or that can fairly 
be inferred from the charter of the Society. And 
confequently, if they have annually expended a 
large {fum here in New-England, not conforma- 
bly to either of them, this muft nceds be a mif- 
application. Whatever they have expended, more 
or lefs, to accomplifh ends different from thefe, 
or fuch as are not direétly fubfervient to them, 
has been laid out in a manner not warranted 
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by the charter; and therefore perverted and, 
alienated from the true, important ends of their 
inftitution. Let the knowing and impartial 
judge, whether this conclufion is fairly drawn 
or not, fuppofing the truth of the facts aforefaid ; 
which are indeed too notorious to admit of a 
Genial. 


SSS Reh ababah ey ay ae abe deter RRR 
SECTION TIX. 


Of Odjections againft the Reafoning in the 
preceeding Sections ; and particularly as 
fo a learned and orthodox Miniftry. 


F the facts aforefaid are allowed, no /olid 
I objection, it is conceived, can be brought 

againft the general conclufion as to the 
perverfion or mifapplication of the Socierty’s 
charity ; tho’ a perfon who fets himfelf to 
invent evafions, may poffitly think of a number 
of weak ones. And the ingenious Mr. Apthorp 
has been fo lucky as to hit upon feveral fuch 
in his Confiderations, defigned to vindicate the 
Society againft that charge, which has often 
been brought againft their conduét in refpeét of 
New-England. One of thefe evafions has al- 
ready been hinted at: But it may be proper to 
{peak of it a little more diftinély, tho’ briefly, 
here—It is faid, the minifters fpoken of in the 
charter, are fpoken of under the defignation of 


“learned and orthodox.” 
jh Now. 
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Now, as to learning ; tho’ the minifters edu- 
cated in our young, but growing Colleges in 
New-England, may not vie with this gentleman, 
who brought with him the advantageous repu- 
tation of a confiderable Scholar from one of the 
ancient and renowned Britifh Univerfitics, in 
which, itis faid, he reaped fome laurels ;—a re- 
putation which he doubtlefs merited; yet, as 
the truly knowing and learned, are generally 
candid alfo, it is hoped that he will not abfo- 
lutely deny that qualification to our clergy, in 
the degree neceffary to render them ufcful and 
fufficient minifters, provided they are not defec- 
tive in the other material point, orthodoxy. And, 
to do the gentleman juftice, he feems wholly to 
wave the former, and to deny our clergy nothing 
but orthodoxy ; in which, other people generally 
fuppofe, they are not deficient. After mention- 
ing it as the primary defign of the inftitution a- 
forefaid, to “ provide a maintenance for an or- 
“ thodox clergy ;” he fubjoins, “ which (as the 
“ charter was obtained by the members of the 
“ church of England) muft, in all reafonable 
“ conftruéttion, mean a clergy of their own 
“ church. ’+ Sothar, there being no fuch minifters 
amongft Us, in the fenfe of the charter, it was 
incumbent upon the Society to fupply Bofton, 
Cambridge, &c. &c. with orthodox miflonaries: 
in doing which, they conform to the original 
and charitable defign of their inftitution. This 
is the obvious intent of what the gentleman fays 
upon this head; tho’, for certain prudential rea- 
fons, he did not chufe, in a more explicit man- 

ncr, 
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ner, to monopolize all the orthodoxy in New- 
England to himfelf, the other miffionaries, and 
the people of the church of England ; ftigma- 
tizing all our minifters and churches as heretical 
or unorthodox. ‘This is indeed the unavoidable 
confequence of his appropriating and confining 
the terms orthodox miniffers, to thofe of the 
epifcopal communion. But, to have reproached 
us thus in plain words, might have been a bolder 
ftroke than the ¿imes would well bear as yet; 
and fo, rather prejudiced than ferved the caufe 
in which he engaged. This might perhaps have 
contributed to fruftrate the modeft hopes which 
he expreffed of great acceflions to the epifcopal 
party at Cambridge, in his letter to the Society 
foon after his miffion there, dated Aug. 30.1760. 
fome time before the church was “ fit for di- 
“ vine fervice.”” For it is faid in the abfract 
printed in 1761, that Mr. 4pthorp had written, 
that the “ building of the church was in fuch 
“ forwardnefs, that he hoped it would be fit for 
“ divine fervice in November ; and particular 
“ care had been taken to make the ftructure ufe- 
“ ful and durable, as well as decently elegant ; 
“and, in cafe of future acceffions to the congre- 
“ gation, it might be eafly enlarged; and he 
‘ had the fatisfaétion to add, that it already pro- 
‘mifed to be one of the beff fupported, and 
“mofi flourifhing churches in America.’ It 
would -doubtiefs be a great pity that the gentle- 
man’s wifhes and expectations fhould prove 
abortive, if there is no orthodox minifter in 
Cambridge befides himfelf, tho’ there are three 

of 
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of our congregational churches, as well as the 
College, in that town. 

But the following confiderations, fome of 
which were before hinted at, (p. 21) will be 
fufficient to fhew that our minifters aie not 
deftitute of orthodoxy, altho’ they are not con- 
formifts to the church of England; and that the 
gentleman is a little too felfifh, in endeavouring 
to engrofs the whole of that precious commodity 
to himfelf and his party. Tho’ if orthodoxy 
has the property which an eminent divine of 
the church of England f farcattically afcribes to 
it,—that of “covering a multitude of fins,” I 
will not deny, but yet do not affirm, that they 
have rather more occafion for it than thofe 
whom they would ftrip of it, leaving them 
nothing better than charity to fupply its place— 

ORTHODOXY, in the commonly-received 
fenfe of the word amongft proteftants at leatt, 
notwithftanding its general ctemology, relates 
particularly to doétrinal points, or articles of 
faith, as diftinguifhed from opinions about the 
beft modes of ecclefiaftic polity, externa! or- 
der, rites and ceremonies. To thefe latter it 
has no reference in its moftcommon ufe. And 
it can hardly be fuppofed, that a gentleman fo 
well fkilled in Chriftian philology as Mr. /p- 
thorp, will difpute this point. 

From whence it follows, that minifters or 
churches differing widely in opinion about an 
hierarchy, difcipline, and modes of worship, 
may yet be equally orthodox ; agreeing nearly in 
the fame common faith refpcéting Gop, Jesus 
CHRIST, his offices and redemption. Ir 

i Bp. Hare, Diffculties and Difcourazements, &c, 
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Ir is alfo a known fad, that the minifters and 
churches in New-England, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, if any, agree in doétrinal points, and 
therefore in refpet of orthodoxy, with the 
church of England, according to her articles re- 
lative to thefe points. 

Ir is moreover known, or at lealt generally 
fuppofed amongft us, that our New-England mi- 
nifters, a very few excepted, adhere much more 
clofely in their preaching, both to theletter and 
Spirit of thofe doétrinal articles, than moft of 
the epifcopal clergy themfelves, whether here or 
in England. And if this be fact, as I am fully 
perfuaded it is, the former are really more or- 
thodox than the latter, even according to the ar- 
ticles of their own church. Befides : 

By the fame rule that this gentleman and 
fome others deny our minifters the title of or- 
thodox, limiting it to the “ clergy of their own 
church ;” they muft deny it to the minifters of 
the eftablifhed church of Scotland, and of all 
other churches, except perhaps that of Rome. 
For none of them fully agree with the church 
of England, except in doctrinal points, as we 
alfo do; which, it feems, is not fufficient to de- 
nominate them orthodox. According to which 
pretence, there will be no orthodox minifters 
in the world, except of the church of England: 
And is not this very modeft and candid ! 

Divers of our laws relative to minifters, and 
in which they are defigned as orthodox, having- 
had the allowance of the King, the head of the 
Englith church, this feems to be a royal ac- 

knowledgment 
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knowledgment of their orthodoxy. And is it 
not fomewhat prefumptuous for any of 
members of that body to contradi¢t their head ! 

NoTWITHSTANDING thofe minifters and 
churches in England, with which ours in New- 

England very nearly agrec in doétrine, difcipline 
and worfhip, have often been accufed by the 
epifcopatians as /chi/matical, on account of their 
diffent from the church there eftablifhed; yet 
they have not often been reproached as hetero- 
dox, heretical or un-orthodox in that refpedt. 
So far from it, that I do not think there can be 
a fingle epifcopal divine of reputation produced, 
or other approved writer on that fide within a 
century paft, who has taxed them in a body as 
heretics, or denied them to be orthodox, on 
account of their non-conformity. Mr. 4pthorp 
fcems to have forgotten that the epifcopal di- 
vines in England, even in their higheft flights, 
have generally diftinguifhed betwixt heterodoxy 
and f{chifm; while he, it feems, is for con- 
founding them together, and will not allow us 
to be orthodox even in New-Eneland, unlefs 
we will become conformifts to a church that is 
not eftablifhed here. 

It has before been obferved, how unnaturai 
it is to fuppofe that King WıLLIAam defigned 
to limit the terms “orthodox minifters’” in the 
charter, to thofe of the church of England; 
and thereby to brand the minifters of all other 
proteftant churches as heterodox ; which were 
to fuppofe that catholic-fpirited Prince as great 
2 bigot as any of his royal predeceffors. 


BESIDES: 
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BeEsibes: The wholeairand complexion of 
tne charter are catholic in the higheit degree: 
There is no hint or ailufion therein as to any 
ee amongft protcfants. Thegrand end 
propofed therein, is propagating the gopel, the 
principles of true religion, and the Chriflian 
religion, in oppofition to athei/m, infidelity and 
E And orthodox minifters {tand there in 
direct a to popifh priefts and jefuits ; 
as before obferved. It is therefore contrary to 

all the rales of good criticifm, as well as to 
catholic chrifianity, to ar f propriate and confine 
oorno ea a Ghe church of 
England, and thereby to hereticate the minifters 
of all other proteftant churches. Nothing can 
be lefs conformable to the language, and whole 
fsirit of the charter. 

if this argument of Mr. Apthorp were of 

ry force, itis not caty to fee why the Society 
might not fend miffionarics into Scotland to 
convert the kirk to epifcopacy, by virtue of 
their charter, as well as into New-England, 
convert us; excepting only that Scotland isnot 
a “ plantation, colony or factory beyond feas ;” 
and, in that sepa certainly not within the 
delign of the charter. 

THis point may be now difmiffed with rc- 
minding t the reader of the reply of Mr. HOBART 
to fome of his aniagonilts, relative thereto. 
‘£ lE,” ad he, “ they “think that none but the 
“< ciergy of the church of England are ima legal 
s Ga orthodox minifters, Dr. MacsPARRAN 
‘can inform them how that matter was deter- 

K “ mined 
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“mined by the King in council, in the cafe 
between him and Mr. Torrey.t” 


SECTION 
T Second Aadrefr, $. 145. 


$} Some of the more bigotted lert of epifcopalians amongit us, 
fcruple not to fay boldly and plumply, that we have no 
golpel-minilters at all; no facrameuts, or polpel-crdinances, 
nor any chrijtian charches ; for this goodly reaton, that our 
minifters have not had epicopal ordination after the mode 
of the church of England. Where they learn this filly 
cant, it is not worth while to enquire, Iam not willing 
to impute fuch pitiful conceits to the inyenious Mr, 
Apthorp ; efpecially fince his anonimous fricnd inm the 
piece dated at Cambridge the 25th March lait, and pub- 
lined in the New- Engl: ind Chronicle, peaks of him as 
no bigot, butac atholic- “ip irited gentleman 5---as one w ho is 
«e fo far from thinking every purâilio in the modes of wor- 
“ {hip chablifhed in the church of England, jure divins, 
“that he makes no feruple to confets even to thote who fe- 
secede trom her, that he i of opinion no particular mode 
‘of worlhip can be precifely afcertained from any thing re- 
“revealed in the new tellament, and that chcrefore mutual 
s forbearance ought to be cxercifed in this refpe& . 
as one “< publickly averring he defired not to make sne pro- 
“ felyte from the con erecational CHURCH; es and « keep- 
“ing up a friendly interchange of vifits with its pastor” 
---There fecms, however, to be fome difficulty in reconcil- 
ing this declaration, that he defires not to make one profohte 
from the congregational church, with the hopes. exprefle din 
his Ictter to the Society, of future accelficns to his own con- 
gregation ; fo that there might be occafion for enlarging the 
church, &c, (fec before, p. 69.) But perhaps it was from 
the College only, not from the congregational church at 
Cambridge, that he flattered him{elf with fuch large accef- 
fions to the fmall epifcopal party there. In which refpect 
the gentleman is fuppofed to have been not alittle dif- 
appointed 











x There is a chronological miftake in the margin of p. 52 
which the author Ae this Heft oppor tunity to correct, aie 
the difcovery---It was notin the reign of Fazmes M1. and ad- 
miniftration of Sir Æ. Andras, that the Bifhop of London 
prevailed with the King to allow an epifeopal church in 
Botton; but inthe reign of Char/es II, when Mr. S. Brad 
Srrect was Governor here, dn. 167 19% 
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The ‘Plea of Confcience, as it relates to 
the prefent Queflion, coifidered. 


Y way of anfwer to the objection fo often 
made againft the Socicty’s conduct in fup- 
porting Hilions im thot colenies, where 

the suet “have the means of religion already, 
AN Oter proteitant communions; Mr. Ap- 
thorp f fays, ‘* This ts not univerfally true: or 
‘wherever it happily is true; this brings us 
“ back to the claim of liberty of confeience. The 
“ means of religion are No MEANsto him whofe 
“ coufcience cannot ufe, or does not approve 
K them: 3 no more than Popery or Mahometa- 
“ niim afford the means of religion to a good 
“ Prowtani, who happens to refide in Popifh 
‘er Mahometan countries. f Something of 
s fort has been faid in divers of the anniver- 
i fermons before the Society: And Mr. 4p- 
thorp might perhaps take the hint from that ex- 
ceHent Prelate “ who now fo worthily prefides 
‘over the church of England,” [I hope he 
meant in fabordination to the King] “ ann 
Tre OOCrE it RSBEE : (Con: p. 19.) 
This great Prelate, a „Siftinguifhed member of 
the Society, is one of the two witnefles whom 
Mr. ae fummons to bear “ meny in 
favor of the Society, after producing that of 
2 Bifhop 

M Could. poy. 
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Bifhop BERKLEY, another member of the So- 
cicty, in this caufe. Speaking of whom con- 
junély, he fays, he “ confidently relts his proof 
‘on the unexceptionable teftimony of two moft 
“candid and truly Chriftian Prelates,” &c. 
(p. 18.) The teftimony of the worthy Bishop 
BERKLEY has already been taken notice Be 
The other of thefe witnefles is quoted by Mr. 
Apthorp as having given an anfwer fimilar to 
his own, to the objection aforefaid, in the fol- 
lowing words—- An objection to the condué 
“ of the Society, is that they have fentiniffiona- 
ries to fome places in which there were alrea- 
“ dy Chriftian affemblics eftablifhed and fup- 
“ ported. But in the /e? exceptionable of rhe/e 
affemblies, there are feveral things, which the 
confciences of many (we apprehend, with great 
reafon) cannot acquiefce in; who were not 
« therefore to be left deftitute of public worfhip ; 
efpecially as our charter was granted in expreis 
terms, for the maint enance cf an orthodox 
clergy i i thofe parte: T GO that it feems, one 
material point which his GRACE is ca ied to 
bear teftimony to, is, that the con/cierces of ma- 
ny people in thefe paris, cannot acquiefte in fe- 
veral things found even in the leaf? exceptionadble 
of our Chrifttan affemblies, &c. Let me make a 
few remarks upon the foregoing pafiage in the 
Confiderations, thus fupported by the zelimo 
of this great Prelate. And, 
1. Mr. 4pthorp plainly allows that the pco- 
ple in fome of the colonies have the means of 
a already, without the Socicty’s charity, 
in 
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in other proteftant communions ; by faying that 
this is not univerfally true ; or wherever it hap- 
Pilly onana OCG: 

2. Ir this is happily true in any of the Ame- 
rican colonies, I conclude he will allow it to be 
fo in this province and in Connetticut, which 
have much the faireft pretenfions to fuch a pre- 
eminence ; and to the proceedings of the Socie- 
ty in which, the objeétion principally relates. 
it is therefore conceived, that it may be natu- 
rally taken as aconceflion of Mr. .4pthorp, that 
in thefe principal parts of New-England, where 
fo many epifcopal miffions have been fupported 
by the Society, the inhabitants had the means 
of religion already, zn other proteftant communions. 

3. THEREFORE, according to the reafoning 
in the preceeding feétions, which needs not to 
be here repeated, thefe are not /uch colonies as 
were the proper objects of that charity: For 
their ftate in refpećt of religion, iseffentially dif- 
ferent from that of the places defcribed in the 
charter; and for which a charitable provifion 
was made thereby. So thatthe money expended 
here by the Society as aforefaid, is not employ- 
ed in conformity to the true intent of the char- 
ter: For who can, with the leait appearance of 
reafon, fay, that the charter makes provifion for 
thofe plantations, in which the people enjoyed 
the means of religion already, in any protefiant 
communion ?—tnofe in which a fufficient num- 
ber of proteftant minifters of any denomination 
were competently provided for, and God’s pub- 
fic wosthip was conftantly upheld ? 

4. AS 
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4. As to the plea of con/cience, that there are 
fome perfons amongft us, who cannot ufe the 
means of religion, which they have in our pro- 
teffant communions ; and that to fuch perfons 
thefe are No MEANS, any more than Popery or 
Mahometanifm, &c: If thefe very confcientious 
people were as entirely proteftant in their fenti- 
ments, as our communtons are in their nature, 
it might perhaps in part remove the difficulty. 
What there is in the leaft exceptionable of 
our truly Chriftian and proteftant aflemblies, 
which fhould give offence to the confciences of 
fincere, good protcftants, neither Mr. Ap- 
thorp nor his Grace has particularly declared : 
Whether it be the preaching, fo ftri@tly agreea- 
ble in general to the doétrinal articles of the 
church of England; or the devout prayers, net 
read to Gop, but dictated by the heart, as in 
the truly primitive and apo! ftolic churches ; or 
the adminiftration of the facraments in the moft 
fimple and fcriptural manner, without any of 
thofe additions which the wifdom of the clergy 
afterwards invented; or whether it be any thing 

clfc, we are left to conjecture ; and fo cannot 
particularly anfwer this objection againft our 
proteftant communions, as Mr. Apthorp, or Chri/- 
tian affemblies, as his GrAcE is pleafed to call 
them. It feems they both decline giving thefe 
the name of churches: But for what reafon, it 
is not eafy to fay. It is to be hoped; they can 
form fome idea of atruly chriftian and proteftant 

church, without a King or Queen at its head ; 
without numerous aéts of parliament to model 
its 
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its conftitution, and eftablifh its ceremonials; 
without printed forms of devotion ; and with- 
out an hierarchy refembling that of the Romifh 
church, in which one great Prelate prefides over 
the whole, with ail the inferior religious orders, 
the loweft of which are as it were trodden in 
the dirt ;—an hierarchy which, in a word, may 
be compared to Jacop’s ladder, 

“Its Foot on earth, its top above the fkies.” 

Ir there are any perfons amongft us, who 
have no conceptions of atruly Chriftian church, 
but in connexion with fuch things as thefe, it 
is not indeed ftrange that the means of public 
religion which they might have in our prote/fant 
communions, fhould be No MEANS to them ; or 
that their confciences fhould not fully acguie/ce 
in chem; not even fo readily as they might in 
Popery. Indeed I have myfelf heard fome epif- 
copalians amongft us, who were reckoned very 
good church-men, fay, that they fhould much 
prefer the communion of the church of Rome to 
ours; and would fooner go to mafs than come 
to our affembles, if there were here any Romith, 
and no Englifh churches. This I declare, of 
my own certain knowledge, and could mention 
names; and I have divers times heard credible 
perfons {peak of fome confcientious epifcopalians 
amongft us, as exprefling themfelves after the 
fame manner: Tho’, to do them juftice, I do 
not fuppofe that thefe fentiments generally pre- 
vail amongft them. Some ofthem may pofibhy, 
without going thefe lengths, have confcientious 
{cruples about the means of religion in our pro- 
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teftant commumons: But to fay, that becaufe 
there are fome things or circumftances attending 
them, which they cannot intirely acguiefce in, 
or approve of, therefore they are abfolutcly 
NO MEANS at all to them, is at beft a very cx- 
traordinary pofition. However, 

5. IT is readily granted, that great allowan- 
ces ought to be made for weak and /crupulous, 
tender, and even erroneous con{ciences ; and for 
the prejudices of education,in matters merely of a 
religious nature. And this plea of confcience 
ought to be allowed valid thus far, Viz. That 
thefe con{cientious peopleamong us, fhould not 
be compelled to joinin our proteffant comimunion ; 
but left intirgly at liberty to worfhip Gop ac- 
cording to the epifcopal mode, even tho’ we 
may think it confiderably lefs protcftant and 
fcriptural than our own. Indeed there are not 
a few of them, whom we fhould be far from 
defiring to fee coming to our communion, unlefs 
they were much more con/cientious in fome 
other refpects, than they appear to be— The 
government here neither pretends nor defires 
to deprive them of their religious liberty : Tho’ 
by the way, had the government in England 
aliowed our Fore-fathers the like liberty of 
confcience, they would have had no occafion 
to take refuge in New-England, from their 
fuffcrings for non-conformity. BUT, 

6. How good a plea focver this of con- 
cience may be for liberty, in oppofition to all 
refiraint or conffrainé in matters purcly religious; 
yet it fcems far from a folid one as ufed by his 

GRACE 
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Grace the Arch-bifhop cf Canterbury, and Mr. 
Apthorp, in order to juftify the Society in the 
application of fo much of their money, or oven 
any part of it, for the fupport and increas of 
the epticopal party among us. The reafon is 

obvious from what has becn re before : Theie 
whole fund and revenue are otherwife appropri- 
ated by their charter idek; wz. to the propa- 
gating the gofpel among the heathen, and to the 
maintenance of God’s “public worfhip in thofe 
plantations, in which no competent provifion 
was before made for minifters ; and in which 
the people, for want of the means of religion 
in any proteftant cammunion, fecemd abandoned 
onsen ae infidelity, or in imminent danger 
of being perverted to popery. To alicnate their 
revenue trom fhe/e important ends, under a pre- 
a of gratifying fome TE confciences, 
in places where a ‘legal and competent provifion 
was before made for the maintenance of mini- 
fters, and a public, proteftant religion ; is a mani- 
felt abufe and perverfion of that charity, even 
upon o that thefe confeientious people 
among us were much to be pitied, and really 
the objects ok charity- IF any perfons in Eng- 
land, in their private capacity, fhould think it 
2 dlesél of charity to advance moncy for fupport- 
ing ep icopal churches here, for the fake of thofe 
comparatively few cou/cientious people, to whom 
the means of religion which are to be had in 
our proteftant communions, are No MEANS at 
all, any more than Popery or Mahometanifin ; 
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they have an undoubted right to do it, But 
the cafe of the Society is eilentially different in 
this refpeét, from that of private perfons : They 
have not the jame right to difpofe of their mo- 
ney, that a private man has to difpofe of his 
property ; the former being particularly appro- 
priated to certain ufes and ends, from which it 
may not be alienated to any others, even tho’ 
good in themfelves. 

THaT argument which Mr. 4pthorp quotes 
from the great Prelate aforefaid ;— that “ the 
charter was granted in exprefs terms, for the 
maintenance of an orthodox clergy” in the colo- 
nics ; cannot be thought one of his Grace’s 
“ invincible reafons” which Mr. 4pthorp {peaks 
of, till it is proved that no clergymen befides 
thofe of the church of England, can properly 
be called orthodox minifters, cven tho’ they ad- 
here to the do@trinal articles of that church more 
clofely than her own clergy. But enough of 
this before. And the intelligent reader is now 
left to judge, whether Mr. Apthorp had realon 
to ufher in his tivo wztyeffes, as he does in the 
following words— “ To take leave of this po- 
“ pular objection with fo full a confutation, that 
it will be d/ingenuous ever to advance it again ; 
“ the writer confidently refs his proof on the 
 unexceptionable tcfimony”’, &c. F That he docs 
this confidently, no one will deny ; but that thefe 
teftimonies are fo intirely wzexceptionadle in this 
caufe, as to be a juft ground for fuch confidence, 

is 
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is far lefs apparent ;—efpecially confidered as 
teftimonies of the party accufed. But yet it is 
not eafy to fee, why he might not call in the 
Society as witnefles in their own caufe, with as 
much propricty at leaft, as he had before fubmit- 
ted hisdefenceof them to their own judgment and 
decifion. One of the witnefles, however, bifhop 
JERKLEY, lays nothing directly to the main 
point, as to the miffions in thofe colonics where- 
in proteftant churches were before feltled : The 
other, his Grace of Canterbury, does; but 
yet perhaps not fo convincingiy, as to render it 
quite difingenuous ever to advance this objection 
again. 


BOR NOI IOIOIOI ROK 
3) JOO TON AL 


Of the great Good which Mr. Apthorp 
Juppofes the Society have done by their 
Miffonaries, in bettering the general 
State of Religion among us. 


ue this head the ingenious gentleman 
expreffes himfelf thus. “ That the ftate 
of religion among ourfelves is now fò much 
“ fuperior to what it was, when the miffions 
“< were firft appointed, is, under God, fo greatly 
the work of the Society, that to give this rea- 
“fon for their with-holding their protection 

L2 “ from 


Ge 


€¢ 


84 Observations on theCharter and 


from our churches, is to make the fuccefs and 

benefit of their defign, an argument again{t 
ais | ah 

WHo ever gave this rea/on for their with- 
holding their protection from the epifcopal church- 
es here, that the ftate of religion among our- 
felves zs now fo much fupericr to what it was, 
&c? They mut be ftrange ceases indeed, 
who could object after this manner ; which is 
the plain import of Mr. /pthorp’s words. And 
one may be confident, without prefumption, that 
no perfon among us ever objected againft the 
Society's condué, or their miffionaries, that the 
ftate of religion among us zs much fuperir to 
what it was formerly ; tho. many have objected 
le dire& contrary. 

As to the important fact which Mr. 4p- 
sharp fuppofes, viz. that the fate of religion 
here is much Super ior to what it formerly was ; 
many perfons who werc men of obfervation be- 
fore cither Mr. cfpthorp or I was born ; who 
have always lived; and itil! are*living in tne 
country, will by no means agree with him. In 
their opinion, the gencral {tate of religion in 
this country, is not fo good as it was “ when. 
the miffions were firft appointed in it; tho’ I 
will not myfelf affert any thing pofitively upon 
this head. But, 

3. Tuo’ this fact were certainly true ; yet it 
is by no means a clear point, that this reforma- 
tion is fo greatly the work of the Society or their 

mj{fonarics, 
+ Confiderations, p. 17. 
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mifionarics, as he is pleafed, in his great civility 
to them, to take for granted. I might engage 
to bring twenty perfons who think the religious 
{tate of ‘the country worfe than it was, and sae 
attribute this m a great meafure to the fame caufe 
to which he afcribes the reformation of it, for 
one that he can produce to fupport his double 
hypethefis. But fuppofing the reformation real ; 
yet there is no reafon to think that this is great- 
Í, the work of the Society, if at all. 
4. SupposinG the truth of both thefe facts; 
yet this will not juftify the Socicty in a mzfap- 
plication Of monies entrufted with them ; and 
neglecting thofe pleces which were the direé, 
proper objets of their charity, according to the 
charter. To plead the good done in fuch a 
fe as ae is, however undifputed ; tho’ it may © be 
as fome apology for, yet it cannot be 
as a proper vindication of, thofe who 
did it ; clpec > if it has occafioned the neglect 
of a much greater good to the heathens, or to 
thofe color i es whercin no tolerable provifion 
was made a the adminiftration of God’s word 
and facraments. This plea is as invalid, as if, 
when a particular perfon is accufed of mifapply- 
ing the moncy put into his hands exprefly for 
the ufe of A, perifhing with hunger and cold; it 
fhould be alleged in his vindication, that he had 
laid it out for the benefit of B; and fed and 
cioathed him more elegantly than he was cloathed 
and fed before. How would this excufe him 
in leaving A, the intended and proper object of 
the 
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the charity, to perifh for want of thofe things 
that arc needful for the body ? The application 
is cafy, and cannot be miftaken. 
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Some farther reflections on the fame Point, 


occasioned by the Confiderations. 
Bu Mr. Apthorp defeends to fome parti- 


culars, in which he fuppofes the ftate of re- 
ligion among us is greatly improved by the 
charitable care of the Society. ‘‘ Every one,” 
fays he, “ who knows the hiftory of this coun- 
“ try muft acknowledge, that the religious frate 
“ of it is manifeftly improved : sotwithfanding 
“ the IMMORALITIES and defeés which we 
* Jament, and wifh to reform in the prefent 
“ MANNERS and principles. Religion no lon- 
EER eee ate. 2 à EAI 
3s aia a a that EER and ake 
< appearance, with which /uperfition had terribly 
arrayed þer : its {peculative doftrines are freed 

“ from thofe fen/ele/s horrors with which fanati- 
“ cifin had perverted them: SZypocri/y has worn 
** off, in proportion as men have feen the beauty 
“ of bolinefs : and above all, that exterminating 
“ montter perfecution, is it{elf exterminated both 
< from the temper and practice of the age. 
“ Much indeed remains to be done in MANNERS 
“and PIETY” &c t+. How greatly are we in- 
debted to the Society ! Bur 
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BuT yet here feems to be a conceffion, that 
the boafted reformation in the ftate of religion 
among us, very little, if at all confifts in the 
improvement of our morals, manners, and piety. 
It is not pretended by Mr. 4pthorp, that there 
has been any confiderable reformation in thefe 
re{pects, fince the miffions were firft appointed 
here, which is greatly the work of the Society. 

But 

He fays, Religion no longer wears among us 
that favage and gloomy appearance, &c. And, 
not to difpyte with this ingenious gentleman 
about {mall matters, i {hall be allowed, (if that 
is what he means) that the faces of people i in 
general are lefs grave and folenn than they were 
a century ago, or even fince the inftitution of 
the Society : And this improvement, it may alfo 
be conceded, is g? cathy | the work of the Society, 
by the Ena of thofe good gentlemen 
the mifionaries, who ccmmonly appear with a 
pretty gray, debonair and jovial countenance. 
But ic is not quite cicar from hence, that the 
flate of religien is now much fuperior to what it 
was before. {F divers of our Forefathers had 
fomewhat too lons faces, anda too fet, formal 
air ; yet they might be very pious, virtuous and 
wortny men. And tho I would by no means 
deny the venerable Society or their miifionaries 
any praife which may juftly belong to them for 
contributing to the mirth, gaicty and chearfulnefs 
of our countenances ; yet “methink s the gentle- 
man went a little twe far in ufing the expreffian 

SAVAGE 
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sAVAGE and gloomy appearance ; partly (unlefs I 
miftake his meaning) to exprefs his diflike to the 
faces of our good Fathers,fome of whofe pictures 
he may Bae! have feen. And it may per- 
haps be worthy of his confideration, whether this 
diflike might not in part be owing to the unfkil- 
fulnefs of the painters of thofe days. But a 
that as it may, it might {till be worthy of | 
confideration, whether, fince the e aes 
came among us, many people are not run into 
an  cxtreme quite oppofite to gloominefs and 
precifenefs, and even to that gravity and fobricty 
which become the Chriftian character ; putting 
on alight, rhoughtlefs air and behaviour. He 
will not deny but that people may riot, laugh and 
frolick, curfe, {wear and game too much, as well 
as wear too graveand formal a countenance. 
Thofe are much worfe, and more dangcrous ex- 
tremes than this. And many perfons that were 
men before either of us was born, can atteft 
that fuch exceffes. are, beyond all comparifon, 
morc frequent fince the church of England pre- 
vailed here, than they were before ; and fave in- 
creafedin fome proportion to its flourifhing. But, 
what the true caufe hereof is, fuppofing the AGS 
is another point: And, for my own part, } will 
not affirm that this is greatly the work of the 
Society. 

BuT the gentleman intimates, that the tate of 
religion is much improved among us, in refpe& 
of its {peculative dostrines, fou tele fants it 
may be in refpect of manners and piety— Its 

Speculative 
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Speculative doffrines, fays he, are freed from 
thofe fexfelefs horrors with which fanaticifin had 
perverted them. Let it be here obferved, 

1. TRAT Mr. 4pthorp feems not only too 
harfh, but a little impolitic in giving fuch an 
account of our Forefathers. He had juft be- 
fore fpoken of religion among them, as ‘having 
been terribly arrayed by fi ‘iper ition. And here 
they are reprefented as a parcel of wretched 
Fanatics, who had perverted the fpeculative 
doctrines of religion with /en/éle/s horrors. Mr. 
Apthorp in his Confiderations, (p. 23.) exprefles 
great indignation at the author of a fuppofed 
infule on the memory of a deceafed mil- 
fionary ; which was yet, perhaps, no infult. 
But whofe memory docs this fame gentleman 
now infult in fo licentious a manner ?- In ef- 
fect, the memory of all the pious Fathers of 
New-England, fo juftly venerable and dear to 
their pofterity, whofe faith is in fubftance the 
fame with theirs to.this-day. So that he 
does, in a fort, infule the living and the dead 
at the fame time ; andnot a few particular per- 
íons only, but the people of a country in ge- 
neral. This, to be fure, does not feem the 
likelieft way to make profelytes tothe church— 

2. THIs outrage is the more to be wonde- 
red at, becaufe the gentleman does, by natu- 
ral implication, eR the Fathers ad Foun- 
ders of his own church at the fame time. 
For itis a known fact, that the /peculative 


dofrines almoft univerfally received and pro- 
fefled 
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feffed inNew-Engeland from firft to laft, are in 
effect the Jame with thofe ofthe church of Eng- 
land according toher articles. I fuppofe,with 
others, that the gentleman had here a more 
particular view to the Calviniftic doctrines of 
original fin, juftification by faith alone, elec- 
tlon and reprobation. In this fentiment I 
am confirmed by a paflage in a fermon of Mr. 
ft pthor p,publifhed a year or twofince; wherc- 
in ‘he exprefies himfelf with fo much contempt 
and horror of thofe, who-“ draw portraits of 
“the Derry from the fanguinary paffions 
“ of the wort men—reprefenting the ali-mer- 
* ciful Father as the tyrant of the univerfe, 
£ yeprobating his creatures, pre-dctermining 
“ their crimes, and predeftinating their eter- 
< nal mifery :” of perfons who falfely charge 
on Chriftianity opinions “ fubverfive of ali 
“ moral obligation, leading weak minds into 
“ enthufiafm and licentioufnefs ’—of perfons 
by whom < a juft attention to the caufe of 
s virtue is reproached as derogating from the 
glories of HIM, who hath fandhified us with 
“ His blood ; and the juftitication of finners— 
‘S is propofed in fuch a manner, as to render 
© virtue ufelefs and even a crime :--thefe Dor- 
** rors,” &e.t I believe hardly any one who 
reads this paflage, will doubt but that the Cal- 
vinittic doctrines aforefaid, are thofe to which 
Mr. Apthorp refers in his Coufiderations, as the 
Speculative doctrincs of our fuperhtiticus, fanatical 
Forefathers ; 
+ The Conflituticn cf a Chriftian Church, &c. p. S. Pieached 
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Forefathers; the effects of which are fuppo- 
fed tohave been, the making them /avage and 
gloomy, and filling them with fex/fele/s horrors. 
I would not be over confident ; but yet take 
this to have been his true meaning. And,what 
the church of England profeffes in her arti- 
cles refpecting thole doctrines, the reader 
may be pleafedto fee in the margin, where 
the fubftance of feveral articles is quoted :* 

M 2 Whaereby 


#6 ARTICLE IX. Of original or Birth-Sin, Original fin 
ci ftandeth not in the following of Adam (as the Pelagians 
« do vaisly talk) but itis the fault and corruption of the 
t nature of every man —and therefore in every perfon that 
t“ is born into this world, ¿t dcferveth God's wrath ard 
6° damnation — 
«c Articyun XI. Of the JFuftification of Man. Weare 
accounted righteous before God, oniy for the merit of 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift by faith, and not for 
our works or dzfervings ?— 
“« ARTICLE XII. Of Works before Fuftification:. Works 
‘“ Gone before the grace of Chrift, and the infpiratian of his 
‘¢ Spirit, are not plez/ant to God——yea, rather for that 
‘© they are not donc as God hath witled and commanded 
*¢ them to be done, we doubt not but that they have the 
© nature of fin.” 
«e ARTICLE XVII. Of Pred:ftination and Eleftion. 
‘© Predeftination to life is the evcrlaiting purpofe of God, 
‘© whereny (before the foundations of the world were laid) 
e he hath conftently cecreed by his counfel, fecret to us, 
“© to deliver from corfz and damnation, 16/2 whom be hath 
‘© chifon tn Chri? ext of mankind, to bring them by Chrift 
«© to everlafting Salvation, as vefiels made to honor. —— As 
«the godly ceofideration of predeflination, and our elrc- 
e tion in Chrift, is full of Lweet, pleafant, and unfpeakable 
*¢ comfort to godly perfons :—-So for curious and carnal per- 
‘s fons, lacking the Spirit of Chri, t2 have continuaily be- 
ec fore tazir eyes the fentence of Gads predcftination, is a mfi 
< dangerous downfal, whereby the Devil doth thruft thery 
“ either into de/paration, or into wretchlef{nefs of moft pae 
‘c clean living, Bo cfs perilous than de/paration.” 
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Whereby one may be the better able to 
judge of Mr. Apthorp’s fincerity and confif- 
tency in fubfcribing thole articles as part of 
his faith ; tho’ itis indeed poflible that he has 
altered his opinion fince,as a very honeft man 
might do. Bur, 

To fpcak fincerely, I own it is my pri- 
vate opinion, that it has been too common a 
thing for people in New-England to exprefs 
themfelves in a manner juftly exceptionabdle 
upon thefe points, however agreeably both to 
the letter and fpirit ef the articles aforefaid : 
But yet, I believe, not more exceptionably 
than many eminent divines of the Church of 
England did in the laft century. 

4. Iv is probably true, that for half a cen- 
tury paft, many minifters and others in New- 
England have difcourfed more cautioufly upon 
thole points than the greater part did-before ; 
and fome perhaps have run into an oppofite 
extreme: Which may be owing to the preva- 
Jence of the church of England amo: ngit us ; 
many of whofe minifters, if not the moft, have 
jong preached in a {train almoft diametrically 
oppolite to the articles aforefaid. But upon 
iuppoütion that we are really indebted to the 
Society or their mifionaries in any degree, for 
Sreeiny Ene jee ulative doctrines of religion a- 
uongit us, from what Mr. Aptberp calls eke 
gh horrors ; ee hich will not be generally al- 
sowed) yet we may weil think it ungenerous 
and inconfiftent in this gentleman, to revile 
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our Forefathers as a company of fuperftitious, 
fenfelefs Fanatics, for adhering fo clofely as they 
did to the do¢trinal articles of the church of 
England. 

Mr. Aptiorp adds, as another particular of 
our reformation, which is greatly the work of 
the Society, that Aypocrify has worn off in pro- 
portion as men have feen the beauty of holinefs. 
As to which it may be obferved, that we have 
not more clearly feen the beauty of holine/s fince 
the prevalence of the church of England a- 
mongtt us, than it was difcerned before, ex- 
cept perhaps by way of contraft. He does not 
pretend to fay, that the ftate of religion has 
been improved here, fince the miffions, in re- 
fpect of morals, mauners or piety. So that the 
boline/s which he {peaks of, feems to be fome- 
thing diftinct from thefe ; and what fort of 
holinefs that is, I will not pretend to conjec- 
ture. But whereas he fuppofes that bypocri/y 
has worn off in proportion to the glorious dif- 
covery of it inthe church of England; I muft 
obferve, that the moft deteftable hypocrify 
in the fight of God and wife men, 1s that 
which is fhewn in a zeal for rites and ceremo- 
nics tor external modes and forms; efpecially 
vninttituted ones, the inventions of men,while 
the zealots are comparatively negligent of the 
weightier matters of the law and gofpel. OF 
which kind of hypocrify there has unqueftion- 
aoly been much More amongft us, fince the 
Society was initituted than before. But, to 

what 
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what this is to be afcribed, is another queftion: 
I wiil not fay, itis greatly the work of the Society. 

Mr. Apthorp fubjoins : And above all, that 
exterminating monfter perfecution, is it/elf ex- 
terminated both from the temper and prattice of 
the prefent age. ‘This he mentions as another 
inftance in which the ftate of religion is ma- 
nifeftly improved among us, by means of the 
Society and the epifcopal miffions. And any 
one, ignorant of the country, would from 
hence naturally conclude, that there had been 
here alls of uniformity in worlhip, rigoroufly 
put in execution, till the eftablifhment of epif- 
copal churches in thefe parts: For otherwife 
this is not fo pertinently faid, as might be ex- 
nected from fo ingenious a gentleman. But 
this is a miftake at beft: No fuch acts ever 
took place here, fo faras I have learnt. But 
if there were,in the early days of the country, 
fome inftances of unjuftifiable feverity to- 
wards the Quakers, ecc they were ufed much 
lefs under the notion of thefe people being dif- 
fenters from cur mode of worfhip, than of 
their being dilturbers of the peace, and of our 
religious affemblies ; ; in which refpects they 
were indeed very ‘diforderly, abufive, and 
highly culpable. Some learned and good 
men in England, who had not a thorough 
underftanding of the cafe, have, for this rea- 
fon, pafled much too harfa a judgment on 
the conduét of our Forefathers; tho’ I will 


not undertake to vindicate all their conduct 
relative 
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elative to this point. But fuppofing them to 
one deen juitly chargeable with fome inftan- 
ces of perfecution ; from whom? — from 
what church did they learn this practice? E- 
pifcopalians, certainly, fhould lay their hands 
upon their mouths— 

MoREOVER: How blameable foever our 
Forefathers might have been in this refpect ; 
yet how does it appear that our reformation 
therein, is greatly the work of the Society? No- 
thing of that kind had been known amongft 
us for many years before the Society had any 
miffionaries among us, or was itfelf in being. 
Nor is ita little odd that this gentleman fhould 
infinuate, that the pofterity of thofe who fo 
cruelly perfecuted our Fathers out of England 
into America, fhould follow us hither to teach 
us charity and moderation, and to extermi- 
nate the exterminating monfter perfecution from 
among us! Is he in jeft or in earneft? — 
Wherever we learnt Chriftian forbearance and 
charity towards thofe that differ from us, he 
may be affured we did not learn it of the 
church of England ; from which our beloved 
and honoured brethren in England, even at 
this day, do not in all refpects find the kindeft 
ufage ; being fubjected to divers temporal in- 
conveniences on account of their non-confor- 
mity. And notwithftanding the gentleman 
fays, perfecution is exterminated both from 
the temper and practice of the prefent age ; I 
have myfelf heard fome of the epifcopalians a 

mongft 
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mongft us fpeak with much regret, and even 
indignation, of the ač of toleration, by which 
that of uniformity was in part repealed. Nay, 
it is credibly reported, that fome of the warm 
epifcopalians here, have faid, they hoped 
for the time wien ites might shoot diffenters as 
Freely as they might fhoot pigeons, Not a few of 
them difcover a like ipirir. Let the reader 
then judge, whether the exterminating mon- 
{ter is intirely exterminated ; and if fo, how 
greatly this is the work of the Sir jety and their 
mniffionaries. 

Ir docs not appear, upon the whole, that 
we are at all indebted to the Society for the 
improvement of the {tate of religion amongtt 
us, in any of the inftances which this gentle- 
man mentions: It is probably in fome refpects, 
particularly as to our merals, worfe than if 
there had never been an epifcopal church in 
thefe parts. But upon fuppofition that what 
Mr. fpthorp fays as to this matter, was true 
in fact ; {till ic muft be remembered, that this 
is no jultification of the Society in alienati ng 
their fund and revenues from :heir direct, pro- 
per ends expreffed in the charter. 
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Farther Rejlexions relative to the views 
and Condud? of the Society, the State 
of Religion in New-England, and the 
prevalence of Epilcopacy bere; with 
Remarks on fome exprefions in Dr. 
Bearcroft’s fermon before the Society, 


1744. 


R. BEARCROFT, who has many years 
been Secretary to the Society, near the 
beginning of his fermon before it, fpea- 

king of the defign of the inftitution, exprefles 
himfelf in a very rhetorical ftile about the 
great ‘ charity of bringing back their brethren 
“ in America to good manners and a chriftian. 
© life.” And had he fpoken only of profefled 
epifcopalians, or of people in fuch an hea- 
thenifh ftate as thofe in fome of the colonies, 
no one would have doubted the charitablenefs 
of fuch a dehon. But to me itis evident that 
he comprehends us Congregationalifts and 
Prefbyterians in New-England, in the terms 
avethren in America, 'Taking this for granted, 

N it 
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it may be obferved, that how much foever we 
may be obliged to him for his catholicifin in 
acknowledging us for his brethren, notwith- 
{tanding our apoftacy from epifcopacy ; yet 
we are not much obliged to him for the infi- 
nuation, that we are fadly departed from good 
manners and a chriftian life ; fo that the de- 
fign of the Society to bring us back thereto, is 
produced as an argument of their prodigious 
charity. And if by thus bringing us back, he 
really intended any thing more than conver- 
ting us to epifcopacy ; ne Society have hi- 
therto failed very much in their charitable de- 
fign. For though their miffionaries have, firft 
and laft, made a confiderable number of Ds 
felytes from our churches, many of whom 
needed to be bettered in their morals ; yet it 
may be queftioned whether any of them have 
thereby been brought back to good manners 
and a chriftian lite: Poflibly there may have 
becn fome, though I never knew an cxampic 
efit. But the examples of the contrary are 
numerous: I mean, of perfons whofe morals, 
though not uncxceptionable before, were ap- 
parently much worfe after their being thus 
epifcopally converted. It is a known fact a- 
mong us, that thefe profelytes often become 
excecding loofe, profligate, vain and cenfori- 
OUS ; feemingly placing no fmall part of rae 
religion in railing at their unconverted, 1 
congregational and prefbyterian PE 
whofe lives are chriitian, excepting this one 
capital, 
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capital fault, that they go to MEETING every 
Lord’s-day ! 

THe Doctor a little afterwards feems to be 
quite in a rapture, when he fays,“ The word 
“ of God mightily grows and prevails in New 
“ England according to the liturgy of the church 
of England.” Brave indeed | What good 
news was this from a far country ?—that the 
word of God fhould mightily prevail here ac- 
cording to the liturgy ; which he feems to con- 
fider as the ftandard, or the touchftone by 
which the word of God was to be tried. I fup- 
pofe he had lately been rcading lome of the 
pompous, hyperbolical accounts of the mif- 
fionaries concerning the fuccefs of their pious 
labors. Of many “of which accounts from 
time to time, as to the number of their con- 
verts, baptifms, communicants, &c. I have at 
prefent only time to fay, that no perfon who 
knows any thing particularly about America, 
can read them without aftonifhment ; tho’ the 
direct proof of a zegative in fuch ca afes, how- 
ever falle the accounts may be, iS DO eafy 

matter—Could the Doctor have I EN 
that pure religion mightily prevailed in New- 
England according to the holy feriptures, and 
that the converts to the church were gencral- 
ly pious, virtuous and good men, it might 
have been a triumph altogether as becoming 
a Chriftian divine, as that the word of Gol 
prevailed according tothe liturgy, Orit he had 
faid that the word, inventions and gcomasana- 
N 2 mente 
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ments of men, mightily prevailed in New- 
England according to the liturgy, he might per- 
haps have come nearer the truth. But with 
{fome gentlemen, it feems, the liturgy ! the li- 
turgy ! is all andall. If that is embraced, 
from whatever petulant, frivolous humour, or 
difhonorable motive, O ! then to be fure the 
word of God mightily grows and prevails; and 
every uuftable fon of REUBEN, every tho'tlels, 
giddy changeling or out-caft, is, without more 
ado, reprefented as brought back to good 
manners and achriftian life. Thefe profelytes 
are, perhaps, fpoken of in the accounts tranf- 
mitted to the Society, as perfons of very good 
characters, of much confideration ; and com- 
mended tor their penetration. I lately met 
with a very remarkable account of the fagaci- 
ry of fome of them in one of the aé/frads, and 
the prodigious improvement which they had 
made in a fhort time under the documents of a 
miffionary: It was to this purpofe ;--They had 
difcovered that there were in the liturgy no re- 
mains of popery and the mafs-book, as they had 
formerly fuppofed ! Nor are there a few 
epi{copalians, who {eem to have much the 
fame opinion of that compofition, that the old 
Ephefians had of their famous, adored image, 
which, they were fo confident, fell down im- 
mediately from Jupiter ; and of their church, 
that thofe zealots had of their goddefs, when 
they bauled by the fpace of two hours toge- 
ther, Great is Diana of the Epbefians ! 
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THe Doctior fays afterwards ; “The powers 

“ there in being, [ i.e. in New-England ]to do 
‘ them juftice, had taken care for God’s pub- 
“ lic worfhip, and erecting fchools for the e- 
“ ducation of their youth ”— What occafion 
was there then for the Society to maintain 
miflions and fchools here at a great expence, 
to the neglect of the heathen, and of thofe 
colonies in which no fuch pious care was ta- 
ken by the government; which, according to 
their charter, were the direct, proper objects 
of their charity? Is not this at beft very myfte- 
rious? O, no! the Doctor explains himfelf in 
the next words — “but not in the true ortho- 
“ dox principles of the church of England.”-- 
Ssd indeed! And therefore we Congregati- 
onalifts andPrefbyterians inNew-England, be- 
ing in fo much worfe a ftate than the others, 
were proportionably fo much the more proper 
objects of the Society’s charity ; to the end that 
the word of God might mightily grow and 
prevail here according to the liturgy ; whether 
the heathen, and thofe that were but one de- 
gree better, had the word and gofpel of God 
preached to them at ai! or not—Here the Doc- 
tor explains at leaft the fentiments of his own 
foul,probably the views of theSociety alfo. But 
can the unprejudiced eyen among the epifco- 
paliaiss, think it a matter of equal importance 
to convert Us to epifcopacy, and fome con- 
fefledly unneceffary ceremonies, however decent, 
as to propagate the knowledge of the only 
true 


n 
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trueGod and JefusChrift among the heathen,or 
in heathenifh places,where there is hardly any 
appearance of religion? It were doubtiets bet- 
ter that we fhould be deftitute of thofe fuper- 
eminent, fuper-abundant, and, if I may be 
allowed the expreflion, fuper-feriptural means 
of grace and falvation, which are to be had 
in the communion of the church of England, 
than that any of thofe for whom Chrift died, 
fhould perifh for want of God's owz word and 
facraments, or be perverted to Popifh /uperfti- 
tiov and idolatry. 
Ir would doubtiefs rejoice the Doctor's 
heart, if the powers here in being, inttead of 
contenting themfelves with taking care for 
God's public worfhip according to his ows 
word only, fhould be convinced of their error 
and neglect in this refpect ; and for the future 
take care for it according to the liturgy: Which 
may beabout as much of an in provement upon 
the Bible, as fome of the Socicty’s conduct is 
upon their original plan according to thet 
charter. Yca, I believe it would not a little 
refrefh the good gentleman, only to hear that 
the powers in being i in New-England, (ìf fuch a 
thing Mould cver be) on fome “public occafion 
went in a body to church ; tho’ it were only 
from the fame principle that the great Syrian 
Captain and Courtier formerlv attended his 
royal mafter to the houfe of RımMox, when 
he went to bow and worlhip there. $ RNE 


Doctor might probably confider this as an in- 
dication, 


§ 2 Kings Ch. VI. 
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dication, that they were gradually coming off 
trom their jiifne/s and precifenefs ; poflibly 
conclude, that in their hearts they condemned 
their Forefathers feparation from the church 
of England ; and intended to lead the rifing 
generation into an opinion, that the differen- 
ces betwixt that communion and ours are culte 

nconfiderable. How might this, exalt his 
o into a plerophory ? “Ani, That a fure 
prefage would it be, that rne g^ ious æra was 
nigh at hand, when the word o1'Gop fhould 
fill more mightil y grow and prevail in New- 
England according to the liturgy | — 


RRRRARRARRRRRRRARARRRRRL 
SCOT ON XIV 


That the Society have long had a formal 
defign to root out Prefbyterianiim &e. 
and to eftablifhing both Epilcopacy and 
Bifhops in the colonies: In purfuunce 
of whi ico favourite projet, they bave 
in a great meafure negletted the im- 
portant ends of their inftitution. 


¥ Tis hardly poflible to account for the So- 
& ciety’s conduct, without fuppofing them 
to have had fuch a defign ; and this ve.ng 
once fuppofed, it will ferve to explain, and 
fhew 
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fhew the confiftency thereof; not indeed 
with the charter,but with itfelf. And as tothe 
truth of the fact, that they have long had this 
defign ; fuch evidence fhall now be produced, 
as may ia this cafe be deemed the beft, their 
own. 

In the 4ccount of the Society, pudlifhed 1706, 
which has been mentioned before, after 
Speaking of w o¥ independent congregations” 
in New-Englic.d, they fay: ‘ Several other 
“ ways of divifion and feparation did fo much 
“ obtain in other of our colonies and planta- 
“tions, that this made it more neceflary to 
“ think of providing fora regular and ortho- 
“ dox miniltry to be fent and fettled amongtft 
*“ them ; to remove thofe prejudices under 
“ which the people generally laboured, and 
“ to promote, as mich as poffible,an AGREEMENT 
“ in faith and worfhip—” + This can mean 
nothing more or lefs than uniformity, ora 
general conformity to the doétrine, difcipline 
and worfhip of the church of England: Which 
feems to have been what fome had in view, 
even before the inftitution of the Society ; tho’ 
there is nothing in the charter which counte- 
nances the propagation of the church of Eng- 
land, in oppofition to other proteftant chur- 
ches ; as before obferved. 

In the fame Account they fay, They have 
been “careful of recommending the difcipline 
“ of the church of England, as faras the con- 


“ {titution of thofe countries will pofibly admit. 
ate Wels 


A 


+ Account, &c. p. 11. 
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The want of a Bi/bop or fuffragan in thofe 
paris was often complained of——And this 
marter has been carried as far as the difficulties 
in ic would hitherto allow, and is under fuch 
farther eee and advances, that we hope 
footy to fee a happy fuccefs of it. In the 

‘ mean time, al young ftudents in thofe parts, 
“ who defire ep2z/copal ordination, are invited jn- 
“ toEngland; and their expences in coming and 
returning are to be defrayed by the Society.” T 
Ix the 4bfraG printed 1711, they fay, ‘Te 
having been frequently reprefented to the So- 
ciety, that there is great want of a Bifhopto 
govern thofe miffionaries, whom the Society 
has or fhall, from time to time, fend over to 
New-England,—as well as the reft of the 
clergy in thofe and theadjacent colonies; and 
to ordain others, and to confirm the elildren 
of the ck ergy and laity ; this matter has been 
“ mof feriouily confidered of, and is yet de- 
pending before the Society, and in the mean 
5 HG and till they can bring it to bear, they 


6s 





a6 


6s 


6s 


e 


66 


4 


A 


c< 


s 


~~ 


BY 
í< 
cs 


és 


cé 


“are looking out for the beft and molt commo- 
s o place,—to fix the See for the faid Bi- 
“ shop.” —] 


DR. KEN NET, 2 member of the Society, 
part of whofe letter ro Dr. CoLMAN was quo- 
ted before, fays in another paragraph, “‘ Ig is our 
being m/finformed and mifsuided in.fome ways, 
that increafes our defires of having Bi/hops 
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In the Abfract printed 1715, the Society 
fay, “After all, upon the renewed inftances 
“from the governors of provinces, minifters, 

“ veftries, and private perfons in the plantations, 
“ for fettling ecclefiaftical Superiors there, with- 
“out whom the church muft rather decreafe 
“ than increafe; and trom a full conviétion of 
“ the expediency thereof, z/bops being never 
< more wanted there than now; the Society’s 
“ endeavours have been employed, not without 
“ expence this year, in paving the way for fitch, 
“ by all proper applications, and due prepara- 
«i tions: Not to mention what has been for- 
“ merly done in this matter,” t &c.—And by 
“ way of preparation for a Suffragan, or Bi/hop, 
“in one of the Sees upon the continent o 
< America ; the Society having thought fit to 
“ purchafe a feat for his refidence fome while 
«i tince at O00 | Wterling.expence,: 4 Cce.. ENEE 
are feveral pages of this Abfrad fill’d with this 
affair of Bz/bops in America. Later Ab/racts 
and other records might eafily be produced, in 
order to fhew what a favourite object this has 
been with the Society. And one ftanding 
ftruction of the Society to their miffionaries, is 
in thefe remarkable words, viz. “ X. That they 
de equently vifit their refpective parifhioners ; 

“ thofe of cur own communion, to keep them ftea- 
‘dy in the profcfflion and prattice of religion, 
“ as taught in the church of England; and thofe 
“ that oppo/e us, or diffent from us, to CONVINCE 
“and RECLAIM them,” &c. This clearlythews 
what they are after. It will alfo be obferved 

here, 


Lay 
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here, that wE are confidered as PARISHIONERS 
of the miffionaries, no lefs than profeffed epif- 
copalians: And we are often fpoken of as sucH 
by them in thcir letters to the Society, as ap- 
pears by the 4bfracts. How affuming is this!— 

THE affair of Bifhops has lately been, and pro- 
bably now is in agitation in England. And we 
fee the Society {pare neither endeavours, applica- 
tions, nor expence, in order to cffe&t their grand 
defign of epifcopizing (if I may ufe the term) 
all New-England, as well as the other colonies. 
And itis fuppofed by many, that a certain Juperb 
edifice in a neighbouring town, was even from 
the foundation defigned for the Palace of one 
of the bumble fucceffors of the apoftles. 

Bur however that matter may be, the fol- 
lowing things are evident: 

tr. THat theSociety have long had a formal 
defion to diffolve and root out ali our New- 
England churches ; or, in other words, to re- 
duce them all to the cpifcopal form; or,in the 
words of their own Account, before cited, “ to 
“promote, as much as pofible an agreement 
“ [uniformity] in faith and worfhip” 

2. TH1s fully and clearly accounts for their 
being fo ready to encourage final! epifcopal par- 


. 7 Ə e 
ties all over New-England, by fending them 


o 

miffionaries, &c. altho’ the people had the 
“ means of religion already, in other proteftant 
“ communions.” For thefe handfuls of people, 
{catered here and there, it is fuppofed, or at 
Jeaft hoped, will in time, by fome means or 
other, become confiderable for numbers; and 
at length eat out, or abforb all our churches. 


Or2 BuT 
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Bur fuppofing them finally to carry this 
favourite point, at a vaft expence, as I hope in 
God they never will; yet one would think it 
impoffible even for ene cs to imagine, that 
the intereft of religion in the colonics would be 
a quarter part fo much ferved hereby, as if they 
had employed this money in thofe ways which 
are plainly pointed out in the charter, and from 
which they have alienated it. Is the effecting 
an exact uniformity among us in difcipline, 
modes of worfhip, ceremonies, &c. an object 
worthy of any attention or cxpence, in compa- 
rifon with that of maintaining a public worfhip 
in places deftitute thereof, or the converfion of 

the heathen! Can wife men, free from bi; gotry 
and the {pirit of party, poffibly think it is, tho’ 
they are themfelves epifcopalians in fentiment? 


s ~ / - oN NAR ON, pa he 7% ae foe ae 
REORDER ION ROD HOPI PON HOOT 


SEETI NENV 
That by Jupporting little d F pifcopal Parties 


wn New- agland, and endeavoin ig to 
convert Presbyterians, Oc. to the Church 
of England, contrary to the whole fpirit 
of the Charter, the Society / ave actually 
defrauded the People who were the pro- 
per Objects of their Charity. 


F the Society’s fund, together with the an- 
nual collcétions, levacies, &c. had been 
more then adequate to the real exigencies 

of 
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of thofe people, who were indifputably the pro- 
per objects of that charitable inftitution ; and 
they had applied only the /urplufage for the 
iupport and encouragement of the epifcopal 
party in New-England, in oppofition to prefby- 
teans, &c. their conduét would have been 
much lefs exceptionabie than it is: Since, upon 
this fuppofition, others would not have been za- 
jured by fuch an application. Tho’ even in this 
cafe, it might well be queftioned whether their 
condué would have been entirely juftifiable ; 
becaufe their charter warrants neither their re- 
ceiving nor expending any money for fupport- 
ing any one party whatfoever amongtt protef- 
tants, in oppofition to another; but only for the 
common caufe of Chriffianity, in oppofition to 
athcifm, infidelity and popery. But the Socie- 
ty have byno means thus abounded in money. 
They have been making great complaints for 
half a century paft, how ftreightened they were 
for moncy ; how much their annual expences 
excecded their certain annual income. Dr. 
HuTTon, bifhop of Bangor, in his fermon be- 
fore the Society 1745, (p. 24.) fays, they have 
borne ‘‘ an expence frequently more than five 
“ times equal to their certain annual income.” 
Thefe reprefentations have been very pathetical- 
ly made from time to time, in order to induce 
good people of all denominations to afit them 
in fo pious a work, as that of fupporting the 
public worfhip of God in thofe colonics which 
muft otherwife be defticute of it, and propa- 
pating the gofpel among the poor Negroes and 

Indians. 
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Indians. This fhall at any time be proved at 
large by quotations from the fermons, and other 
sublicarions of the Society, if any perfon of re- 
putation denies it, as I am confident no one 
will prefume to do. And yet, while thefe loud, 
and almoft tragical complaints have been mak- 
ing, the Society have been expending large fums 
every year in New-England, quite beyond the 
defign of their inftitution, to fupport and in- 
creafe the epifcopal party as fuch; greatly to the 
neglect of the Southern colonies upon the con- 
tinent, the Indians bordering upon us, the Weft 
India iflands,and the many thoufands of Negro 
flaves in them; all of which and whom were 
the diret proper objects of their charity ; and 
whofe names were made ufe of moft pathetical- 
ly, to excite compaffion in, and draw money 
es well difpofed people of every denomina- 
tion! It needs no proof, that by how much 
more was done by the Society for the fupport 
of the epifcopal party here; by fo much lefs 
muft unavoidably have been done for the hca- 
then, or for the colonics in a ftate but little bet- 
ter than that of heathenifm. And if the Socie- 
ty cannot, in this refpe&, be faid to have “ rob- 
bed- other churches,” to eafe and gratify the 
cpifcopalians here; yet they may be faid to have 
robbed the heathen, the flaves, and heathenifh 
colonies aforefaid ; who had an exclufive right, 
according to the charter, to the benefit of that 
very money which has been funk in the epifco- 
pal gulph here, where the pcople actually “ had 
the means of religion in other proteftant com- 
m unions. 
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munions.” He that can confider thefe fa&s, 
and fuch a flagrant abufe of a noble inftitution, 
without admiration, has doubtlefs that qualifica- 
tion which the poet {peaks of, as the moft ef- 
fential foundation of happinefs— 
Nil admirari prope res eft una, Numici, 
Solag ; que Prous facere & fervare beatum. 

EvEN upon fuppofition that the Society has 
fuch:an extraordinary “ difcretionary power” as 
Mr. Apthorp {peaks of; (which will hereafter 
be confidered) fo that they cannot be juftly 
charged with violating their charter, by expend- 
ing their money for the fupport of an epifcopal 
party in New-England, to the prejudice of other 
colonies, &c. or if they have a legal right to 
aét thus ; yet in how extraordinary and unac- 
countable a manner do they ufe that fuppofed 
right and power? Can any wife and candid man, 
who allows the main faéts and circumftances as 
before reprefented, poffibly think the interefts 
of CHR1sT’s kingdom fo much ferved in this 
way, as they might have been by a different 
condutt in the Society? If they are not, this is 
certainly a mifapplication both of their charity 
and their power, in fome degree. For what- 
ever powers or monies the Society are entrufted 
with, they were to be employed in fuch a man- 
ner as fhould moft effectually anfwer the ends 
exprefly mentioned in their chartcr. And they 
have all along profeffed to apply their fund and 
revenues in fuch a manner as fhould be likely to 
do the moft good, and beft to ferve the general 
intereft of religion in the colonies, and adja- 


cent 
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eent countries. That they have not done fo, 
but alienated their revenues from a truly noble 
to a comparatively mean, narrow, party defign, 
ts as certain as any thing of this nature can 
be: Tho’ I would by no means be underftood as 
carping fo refpeđtable a Bopy with any wilful, 
criminal abufe of power, or mifapplication of 
monies. 


SUSSSPSSHOOOSABSEOE OHO D 
SECTION XVI. 


Of the good that might probably have been 
done, had the Moa which have been 
mifapplied in fupporting the Epifcopal 
Party in New-England, been applied ac- 
cording to the true and noble Defign 
of the Inftitution. 


is no inconfiderable fum that the Society 

have funk in the epifcopal gulph here in 
New-England, quite beyond, and therefore 
contrary to, the delign of their inftirution ; there 
being no medium, as has before been obferved, 
betwixt a right application of their fund, con- 
formable to their charter, and a perverfion of 
it. According to the Abfradt 1730, £.705 
fterling was expended on the miffions, &c. in 
New-England. In 1739, the fum was £. 1030 
fterling. Andin 1761, the latet 4dfract which 
I have been able ta procure, it was £. 1270. 
Thefe 
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Thefe difburfements, it muft be remembered, are 
exclufive of books to be diftributed, and other 
incidental charges. So that, according to a mos 
derate calculation, there may have been about 
{.1200 fterling expended by the Society for N. 
England, one year with another, for 32 years 
palt; amounting to 38,400 
And about £.200 per Annum for 20 

years preceeding 1730,amounting to 4,000 





Total Er. excepted, 42,400 fterl, 

BuT then a deduétion is to be made on ac- 
count of that part of this fum which, may have 
been expended conformably to the defign of the 
charter, in fupporting the public worfhip in fome 
places in N. England, particularly Rhode-Iland 
government, where the Socicty’s charity was need- 
ed. If we dedu& £.7400, there has been about 
35,000 fterl. mifapplied in N. England,according 
to the reafoning in the prececding fections. I fhall 
take the liberty to go upon this fuppofition, tho’ 
I do not pretend to be very exaét as to the guan- 
tum ; 1 believe it is not lefs than that. The benefit 
of this fum then, other perfons, the Negro flaves, 
Indians and heathenifh colonies, have been de- 
rived of ; tho’ the money was as it were col- 
[eae in their name, or with a profeflion of 
employing it in their fervice. 

Now let it be confidered, how much good 
might probably have been done to the fouls of 
thefe people, the direct, proper objects of this 
charity, had the aforefaid fum of 35,000 fterl. 

P been 
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been duly applied in maintaining and propagat- 
ing chriftianity among them, alten of being 
laid out to fupport aad e the cpifçopal 
party in thofe towns of N. England, in which 
people “ had the means of rcligion already, in 
“other proteftant communions.” Forty or fifty 
miflions might, with this fum, have been com- 
fortably maintained among the heathen, and in 
heathenifn places, every year, for morc than 
thirty years palt ; and a confiderable number 
for feveral. years antecedent thereto. It is well 
known that in fome of the Southern colonies, 
there are large diftris of 10, 20, 30, and go 
miles extent, and I think more, wherein there is 
no publick worfhip of any kind regularly kept 
up, for want of minifters; in which colonics there 
are alfo many Roman- EE and flaves. And 
their ftate, to this day, anfwers very exactly to 
the defcription in the charter, of thofe places 
which are therein marked out as the objects of 
this charitable inftitution. The fame in gencral 
is applicable to fome of our Weft-India iflands, ail 
which fo much abound with Negro flaves. 

Lev us fuppofe then, that about one half the 
aforefaid fum had been employed in fupporting 
miffions and fchools in thofe colonies, and the 
other half among the Jndians bordcring upon 
us. How much good might probably have been 
done, by keeping up (ne form of religion, and 
giving a check at leaft to infidelity, vice and bar- 
barity | in the former ; and by propagating the 


knowledge of true religion amoneft the Fatter . 
In 
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In what degree it might have pleafed almighty 
God to fucceed thefe miffions, it is indeed im- 
pofible for man particularly to lay. But fuch 
an application of the money would unqueftiona- 
bly have been right and proper, according to the 
charter : And the defign had at leaft been cha- 
ritable, noble and laudable, whatever the fuccefs 
had been. Nor is there any reafon to doubt in 
general, but that fome, yea, great good would 
have been done, if all the mifapplied money had 
been difcretely Sees in thefe ways. The 
gencral ftate of religion in thofe colonics would, 
iniall probability, have been much better at this 
day than ic is. Many perfons might have been 
reftrained from open vice and impiety ; not 2 
few brought to a ferious fenfe and praétice of 
religion ; a great number of the Negro faves in, 
and the Indians near the colonics, brought to 
fome hopeful knowledge of God and his truth 
had as many pious, and duly quaiified mifliona- 
rics been fent to one and the other, for thirty 
or forty years palt, as might have been tolerably 
fubfifted on the afore Pe lum, which has been 
very little, if any thing better than thrown away; 
yea, which many thi: ak really worfe than thrown 
away, al! circumilances confidered. Nor am I 
either afhamed or afraid to own myfelf of this 
latter opinion ; being perfuaded that there is lefs 
real religion now in thofe parts of N. England 
where it has been a ded, than there would 
have been, had it been ane in the occan 
inftead of the: een gulph here: Tho’ it is 

Uae not 
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not to be fuppofed that any epifcopalians can be 
of this opinion ; neither is any ftrefs laid upon 
it in the prefent argument. But even allowing 
that fome good has been done by converting a 
number of prefbyterians, &c. to the church of 
England ; yet what fober and candid perlon, can 
pollibly imagine, that the common caufe of 
chriftianity has been a tenth part fo muci eal 
hereby, as might have been reafonably expected 
from a different application of this money, in 
ways direétly and indifputably agrecable to the 
intent of the charter? What the venerable So- 
ciety may think of thefe things, I cannot pre- 
tend to fay: But I know, many wifc and good 
men think they have reafon to blefs God, that 
they are not themfelves to give.an account to 
him for fuch managements ; and that the blood 
of fo many as have probably pcerifhed thereby, 
wiļl not be required at THEIR hands. 


ROK ROK ROI CIOIOK OOOO OK 
SoG ON a ae 


Farther Reflections on the Society s negl cf 
ing the Southern Colonies and the Indians; 
and a particular Inftance of the latter, 
with Refpect to the Iroquois, or Five 
(alias Six) Nations. 

HO’ Twill not affirm it for truta, yet | 
have been very credibly informed. that the 


people 
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people in fome-of the Southern colonies, and par- 
ticularly in thofe parts of N. Carolina which were 
intirely deftirute of minifters,have madecarneft and 
repeated applications fthe Societ ety for miffiona- 
ries to be fènt to fem ; fometimes without any 
anf{wer at all, for gears together ; and at laft with- 
out fuccefs. Ans iome folid, fenfible and ferious 
perfons from that country, with whom I conver- 
fed in Bofton feveral years ago, I think gave me 
the fame account : But whether they did or not, 
I know they made fuch a reprefentation of thcir 
fad ftate for want of minifters, and expreficd fo 
{crious a defire of having the public worfhip of 
God introduced among them, that at this very 
moment it is not in my power to refrain from 
tears in reflecting on is-—What they told me, at 
leaft confirms in fome meafure the report afore- 
fid, concerning the ineffectual follicitations from 
thence to the Society ; who perhaps had it not 
in their power to comply therewith, by reafon of 
the large ae which they were at in thenoble 
defign of fupporting and increafing little cpifco- 
pal parties, or factions, here and therein N En- 
sll And according to the Abfiraćł, 1761, 
the Society had only. five miffionaries in the 
whole c country of N. Carolina, while they had 
about thirty in N. England ; chiefly in the moft 
populous towns of it, aor a.due and legal pro- 
vifion was made for the fup oe of minifters,and 
the public worfhip of God ! 
As ta the Indians ; no one can doubt but that 
there have been, and ll are, fome great difcou- 
ragcments 
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ragements in attempting to chriftfanize them. 
But, according to divers ae pe mene the Society 
have had this work lefs.at heart than that of pro- 
pagating the peculiarities of epifcopacy and the 
liturgy in N. England, in oppofition to prefbyte- 
rianifm and congreeationalifm. The negle& of 
the Natives in America,has long been complained 
of, and the accufation in fome fort allowed to be 
jult by themfelves,in times paft. This will appear 
in part from Bp. WiLLiamMs’s fermon before 
the SOG 1705. “ But whilft we find fault 
€ with orkers,” fays he, ““ we. miulk hot forget 
“ our wn. It has been the continual matter of 
“ reproach to us, that this application to the 
e Natives has been neglected on our purt. Where 
‘© are the numbers you have converted to the 
“ Chriftian faith ? Where the fruits of your rce- 
* ligion? when you have under your care thofe 
« yalt dominions which are called the £n glfh 
ES empire ; ; and from whence you draw fo much 
“of your cmoluments to enrich and pleafute 
“ yourfelves at home. This is an objcttion that 
“ has its weight, and perhaps is uncapable of a 
“ juft and fufficient anfwer. Recriminations are 
“© but a kind of confeffion of guiit: And the 
© belt way to anfw ‘er, iš, to mend what is anti/s 
“ gn ourfelves” 
ÍT is unncceffary to confirm and jaftify this 
complaint by an appeal to any of the Tater fer- 
mons before the Society ; which would be no 
difficult matter, Somencflays they have indeed 
made 
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made from time to time, towards the converfion 
of the Savages : but they feem to have been very 
faint and feeble ; and with a foaring hand as to 
money, when compared with the goodnefs and. 
importance of the work, or the difficultics to be 
expected in it; with the zcal of our French 
neighbours to chriftianize, or rather popzze the 
Indians, and even with their own zeal and expen- 
ces in order to epicopize the Congregationalifts 
and Profbyterians of N. England. I am not 
ignorant however, that they and their miffiona- 
rics have frequently given the world fufficiently 
pompous accounts of their efforts in order to the 
converfion of the Indians ; not to fay, fpoken 
fomewhat hyperbolically of the real and great 
difficulties attending this work. Tho’ I dowhe 
not but that the Society kept to the accounts 
ies them by their mufionarics ; who feem te 

ave been lefs indefatigable, and ‘Gas difcou- 
mare in their labors among the Indians than a- 
mong Us. And tho’ the following remark of 
Dr. DovGLass, a very attentive and capable ob- 
ferver of what paffed in the colonies, is not lite- 
rally true of all the miifionaries in America, yet 
it deferves notice here : “ The miffionaries from 
** the Society,” lays he, “ do not zz the leaf? 
“ attempt the converfion of the Indians, pee aufe 
“© it requires travel, labor and hardjbip.” 

It is certain from authentic aie cven 
from fevera!l publications of the Society, that rhe 
Five, alias Six nations, a rcfocétable and war-like 

people 
t Summary Wifterical and Political, &¢. Vol. II p. 113. 
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people on the Frontiers of N. York and Penn- 
fylvania, and long the terror of all the other 
Indians from Florida to the n. weft of Canada, 

have not only been our good friends and allies 
all along, but for more ‘ein half a century palt, 

very favourably difpofed towards Chriftianity ; 
at lcaft towards entertaining miffionarics among 
them, which was a very important point g gained. 

Their chiefs have even petitioned for them re- 
peatedly ; of which the Society was duly adver- 
tifed by the Governor of N. York, as appears 
from the 4bffracts,&c. Nor have they been wholly 
neglected by the Society ; than which, it is ap- 
prehended, little more can be faid, notwithftand- 
ing all that Mr. 4pthorp has written concerning 
their ‘ unwearied zeal in this attempt }”. In 
{peaking of this matter, Mr. “pthorp has referred 
to Dr. BaRcLay, now a miflionary in the city 
of N. York ; who was for a time a miffionary 
to thefe Indians. It will not therefore be im- 
proper to obferve a few things relative to that 
worthy gentleman’s miflion to the Iroquois, or 
Six Nations aforefaid, as a fpecimen of the So- 
ciety’s zeal for the converfion of the Indians * 

In the year 1738 Mr.SERGEANT, the then 
very worthy miflionary to a tribe of Indians on 
our weftern frontiers, employed by the Bofton- 
commiMioners of the Soczety for the propagation of 

the 

+ Confid. p. 15, 16. 


* The following facts relative to Mr. now Dr: Barclay's Indian 
mion, are taken from the Aifcrical Memoirs relating to the 
Fleufatonnuk Indians, and the excellent Mr. Sergeant, a Milio- 
nary to the latter from azsther Society: By-the Rev. S. Hep- 
kins, A. M, a geatleman of undoubted veracity, Page 66, Kc 
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the gofpel in N. England, and the parts adjacent in 
America, incorporated Anno 1661 ; a (Society 
which purfues the true end of its inftitution) 
wrote the following letter to the Hon, and Rev. 
commiffioners his employers, relative to Mr. 
Barcuay and his miflion— I had juft now a 
letter,” fays he, “ from Mr. BARCLAY, 4 young 
* gentleman of Albany, lately arrivd from 
“London with a miffion from the Society for 
‘ the propagation of the Gofpel in foreign parts, 
‘ to the Mohawks * Weft of Aibany ; who tells 
“ me he has but a /canty allowance, (i.e. from 
“ the Society) and could obtain No /alary for an 
‘ interpreter, or febool-mafier : and that he has 
“ thoughts of applying to the commiffioners at 
€ Bofton for affittance ; but would have my ads 
‘ Vice fiiit. I cannot tell what ftock the corpo- 
“ ration has; but I fuppofe it is {canty, by the 
« allowances they afford their miffionaries. How- 
« ever, I could heartily recommend Mr. BAR- 
“ cLay to the notice and favor of the conimif;- 
“ oners. He is a worthy gentlenian, and well 
x deferves encouragementin his undertaking,” &c, 

THE Rev. Mr. Hopkins, after quoting this 
letter in his Memoirs, fays : “ That the reader 
“« may be fenfible what a proipeét there was of 
“ Mr. BareLay’s being eminently ferviceable 
“ among the Mohawks, if he had been duly ena 
* couraged ; 1 fhall (afxing Mr. BARcLay’s 
“ pardon) fhow by oo fome pailages 
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ò N. B. The Mohawks area priocipal Tribe of she Jroguoii, ot 
Six Nations. 
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contained in his letter to Mr. SERGEANT. 
The following are from a Jeticr wrote before 
he went for orders, and dated in his fchool at 
f ort-Hunter, June 11, 1736.” The quotati- 


ons ftand thus in the Memoirs aforefaid. 
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“Tam heartily glad to.hear of your fuccefs ; 
I pray God more abundantly to blefs and fuc- 
ceed your labors : and may you cnjoy abun- 
dant fatisfaction in the difcharge of your func- 
tion herc, and a glorious reward hereafter. 1 
blefs God I have no reafon to defpair of fuc- 
cefs in my miffion. They daily become more 
and more defirous of inftru€tion ; and would, 
in all probability, make great progrefs both in 
the knowledge and praétice of Chriftianity, 
were proper methods taken to inftrué& them. 
But I labor under great difadvantage for want 
of an wterpreter ; fo that I cannot tell what 
progrefs they may make in knowledge, nor 
can I proceed regularly in my inftructions ; 
and I muft defpair of obtaining a perfect know- 
ledge of their language, without the affiftance 
of an interpreter, which could I but enjoy for 
the fpace of two or three years, I doubt not 
but that I fhould be mafter of it ; and fhould 
take greater pleafure and fatisfaction in the dif- 
charge of my duty. Neverthelefs I have the 
comfort of fecing a very great and daily re- 
Jormation of manners among them, which is in- 
deed the end of all our endeavours Tam 
almoft amazed at the progrefs the youth make 
in reading and writing their own Bee 

+6 Al 
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Ali the young men from 20 to 30 years, con- 
ftantly attend fchool when at home, and will 
leave a frolic rather than mifs. Sundry of 
them write as good a hand as myfelf ( which 
was very fair and good ) As to the encou- 
ragement L have, tor aught I fee yet, I muft 
expect my reward in another world. I have 
now been here almoft a year and half, but 
have never received a farthing from any body. 

The A/embly voted me thirty pounds for two 
years ; but by reafon of ——I am not like to 
get it till a Governor comes over ; and have 
no great hope of farther encouragement from 
them.” [N.B. This relates to the govern- 








ment of N. York.] 
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ss as for the Society, they have allowed me 
thirty pounds for one year: What further 
aa they will give me, I know not. 
In the mean time [am at hee charges. My 
board is fix flillings a week, which is not a- 
bove half my nmeceflary expence.” 

More than two years after Mr. BARCLAY 


had taken Orders, ne wrote thus in another let- 
ter dated at Albany uz. 21, 1740. “ Iam fa- 


66 
46 
6 
éc 
tí 
cs 
£4 


€t 


tisfied 1 fhould have much greater fucecfs, if I 
had a /cvool-yufter ana interpreter, l had the 
fatisfaction laltLord’s day to preach to a num- 
ber of the Six Nations, who came to. this 
town to treat with the Governor, who alfo 
was prefent ; and has taken a great deal of 
pains to countenance my ġ Sage, My Afohawk 
congregation behav'd to well, thar all the au- 


Cre ditory 


124 Obfervations on the Charter and 


“ ditory were exceedingly delighted. I affure 
s you I have the caufe at heart, and am well 
* perfuaded of your zeal.”— 

From the foregoing reprefentation it is cvi- 
dent, that a wide door was opened for the gofpel 
to enter among thofe heathen tribes : The fields 
were white unto the harveft, had but labourers 
been fent, and duly encouraged to the noble 
work. Thefe tribes would probably have been 
in general profefled Chriftians before this day, 
had the bufinefs becn duly forwarded and encou- 
raged, Which might perhaps, by reafon of the 
great fame of the Iroquois, have had a very ex- 
tenfive and happy influence on many other na- 
tions. But, alas! the Society, tho’ fo defirous 
of chriftianizing the natives, could not afford 
falarics to a fchool-mafter and interpreter, of per- 
haps about £.20 or f.30 fterling each ; nor to 
Mr. Barcuay himfelf, who was fo zealous in 
this good caufe, half a proper fupport! Why 
not? The reafon was apparently this ; that they 
fupported fo many miffionaries here in N.. Eng- 
land at a great expence, for the encouragement 
of the epifcopal party, andin order to convert 
us to the liturgy. If fo great a proportion of 
their revenue had not been thus unprofitably 
funk in places where God’s word and facraments 
were duly adminiftred, how eafy would it have 
been for them to fupport 5, 6, or more mifiona- 
ries, and as many interpreters and {chool-mafters 
among the Iroquois ? Mr. Apthorp {peaking of the 
“ promifing appearance” there was among tne 

Iroquois 


Conduct of the Soctery, &e. 125 


Troguais about this time, fays, “ — From the 


“ Jatek authorities — we find this mifion either 
“ much dwindled, or greatly interrupted.” -— 
No wonder, when the miMion itfclf was fo ftar- 
ved. The Indians doubtlefs perccived how re- 
mifs the Englifh were in the caufe, fo that they 
could hardly think them in carneft; and the 
French jefuits, or other emiffaries, no queftion 
made their advantage of this negligence. Can it 
be expected that miffions will fucceed, which are 
conducted after fech a manner ?—-This f{pecimen 
may perhaps ferve to explain and confirm what 
Mr. Apthorp fays, where he introduces the affair 
the Mohawks ; —“ Indian converfions are un- 
“ dertaken by our Society incidentally, and as it 
“ were ex abundant: t”. They have indeed been 
undertaken—as iż were ; but the words ex abun- 
danti, methinks, found but odly here. And to 
reconcile. what he immediately fubjoins, with 
plain fa&s, even with relation to this very miffion 
which he fo much glories in, is impoffible 
s Yet,” fays he, “ have. they omutted-no opportu- 
“ nity of promoting this pious work, as far as 


s 


“ they found it pratticable. = 





SECTION 
Pea p s E pis: 

* N, B. There have lately been two miffonaries feat to the Six 
Nations from Bolton, az the expence of the other London Societys 
and the Society in Scotland for prcpagating Chriflian knowledge. 
And the acccuts received from them, as to the temper dnd dif- 
pofition in which they find theIndians, are very encousaping, not- 
withitanding all the pretences, that it is a vain thing to attemp? 
the chriftianizing of Savages. If there had been as much zeal 
for converting them to Chrift, as there has been for converting 
Us to epilcopacy, the real obftacles in the way of it would have 
doubilels appeared lefs formidable than they bave been reprefented. 
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Of the important political ends that might 
have been anfwered, had the Society 
taken due care to fend proper Miffiona- 
ries to the Indians ; aud the pernicious 


Confequences of their Negledt, 


TOHE author of thefe obfervations is fenfible 

4. that worldly politics, and temporal things 
were not the direé&t objects of this inftitution ; 
but the promotion of true religion, and the eter- 
nal happinefs of men. However, thefe things 
often ftand in a clofe connexion, and are in a 
measure interwoven with each other. And the 
Society's profecuting that important part of their 
plan, the converfion of the heathen bordering 
on our American colonies, would at the fame 
time have anfwered very valuable ends of a po- 
litical nature. This, one would think, was an 
additional obligation lying upon them to do fo, 
inftead of negletting it for the fake of convert- 
ing us to the liturgy, in the manner they have 
done. That fuch ends would, in all probability, 
have been anfwered thereby ; and that this neg- 
le&t has been attended with yery fatal confequen- 
ces in a civil confideration of things, may ap- 
pear from the following remarks. 


IT is known that the Indian nations lje on 


the back of our fettlements, from N. Scotia 
Northward, 
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Northward, round to the Weft and S. Weft as 
far as Georgia and Fiorida. And had early and 
due care been taken by theSociety to fend as many 
miffionaries among them, as could have been 
fubfifted on the money fo unprofitably funk in 
N. England ; it would have had a direét and 
manifelt tendency to attach them to the Bri- 
tifh intereft. Had this £.35,000 fterl. or the 
greater part of it, been employed in maintaining 
a number of fenfible, difcrete minifters among 
the Indians, and enabling them to make them 
{mall prefents from time to time, in order to gain 
their efteem and good-will, it might probably 
have been the means, not only of giving them 
at leaft fome favourable impreffions of Chrifti- 
anity in general, but of the proteftant religion ; 
and fo making the greater part of them our faft 
friends. 

And there was the more occafion for taking 
this courfe, in order to counter-aé the defigns 
of the French, till of late our dangerous ene- 
mies and rivals on. this continent. They, if not 
from a principle of piety, yet of found policy, 
have all along made a point of fending jcfuits, 
priefts and other emiffaries to all the Indian tribes 
that would admit them. It is evident that the 
Society were not ignorant of thefe circumftances ; 
which were well known to the Britifh court, even 
before the charter was granted ; and in all pro- 
bability, were one reafon of its being granted. 
It may be added, that the Society did, from the 
firt, profe/s to have a regard to them. The 

following 
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following extracts from thefccount of theSociety, 
will ferve at once to throw light upon this affair, 
and to render their neglect the more wnaccounta- 
ble. They fay, ‘ Nor hath the Society been 
* unmindful of ufing their utmofl endeavours for 
“ propagating the golpel among the heathen Jn- 
‘ dians and flaves in and near our plantations. 
* They received with great fatisfaétion a letter 
‘ from the Lords commaffioners of trade and plan- 
tations, directed to the Ld. arch. bp. of Canter- 
‘ bury, fignifying, “ That the carl of Bellamont 
* had feveral times reprefented to them the great 
“ want of fome minifters of the ehurch of 
“ England, to inftruct the Five Nations of In- 

“ dians on the frontiers of N. York, and pre- 
“ vent their being pračtis d upon by French priefts 
“ and gefurfis.”— ‘ At the fame time the Lords 
‘< commiffioners imparted to his Grace, and to 
* the Lord bp. of London, fome farther advice 
* upon the fubje@—in particular this remarkable 
* cxtra& of what was {faid by One in the name 
* of the reft of the Sechems—to the commiffio- 
* ners for the Indian affairs in Albany, June 28, 
‘< 1706—Says he, “ u are now come to trade ; 
“and not to {peak of religion. Only thus much 
“ I muft fay, all the while I was pee before I 
“ went to Canada, I never heard any thing 
“lk d or religion, or the leaft mention made 
“ Of converting us to the Chriftian faith. And 
€ we fhall be glad to hear, if at laft you are fo 
“ pioufly inclined to take pains to inftruét your 
“ Indians in the Chriftian religion. I will not 


fay 
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“fay out that ic may induce fome to return to 
“ their native country. I wifh it had been done 
** fooner, that you had had minifters to inftruét 
our indians ta the Chriitian faith, XC 
: oa AQP ASIEN, the Society add,‘ was laid 
‘before the Queen in council ; from whence 
‘his Grace the Archbifhop of Canterbury re- 
* ported this order. 
Alt fhe Court at St. James's, &c. 
Upon reading this day at the Board are- 
Pe Once sntation——fetting forth, among other 
** things, that as to the Five Nations bordering 
“on New-York, left the intrigues of the French 
“in Canada, and the influence of their prietts, 
“ who frequen t and converfe, and IS nS 
“ habit with thofe Indians, fhould debauch them 
K from her Matelty’s ailegiance, their Lordfhips 
“Care humbly of opini that two proteltant 
miniters be appointed,” &c. The Society add, 
* Upon communicating this order to the Society, 
‘it was immediately agreed, that it fhould be 
“ehenemred to dycOnimlttecs (GCC. T 
Lire chief dp of this quotation, is to fhew 
how early and fully the Society were apprifed 
of the intrigues of the French with the Indians 
on this continent, and the importance of coun- 
ter- -acting their defigns, in a political as well as 
religious “confideration of things. {hefe things 
they | oe known all along, from the very foun- 
ation of the Socicty. An d yet, that they have 
one ey any thing towards the converfion 
the Indians; and either could not or would 
R not 
* Aeczust, &C. p. 28---41. printed 1706. 
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not allow even an interpreter or School-mafter 
to Mr. Barc way, is equally certain: Their 
object, to all appearance, having been rather the 
extirpation of prefbyterianifm and congregation- 
ifm from the colonics, than the planting of 
Chriftanity among the Indians ; whereby they 
might at once have been inftrumental of faving 
many fouls, and doing an important fervice to 
Great-Britain. 

Hap the Society applied the money which 
they have funk in New-England, (in a way 
quite unauthorized by their charter) to the fup- 
port of miffions among the Indians, it is quite 
probable, as was intimated before, that the great- 
er part of thofe bordering on our colonies might 
long fince have received very favourable im- 
preffions of the Chriftian, proteftant religion, 
and been amicable to us. We fhould of courfe 
have had a much larger fhare of the profita- 
ble trade with them, which has been almoft 
engrofied by the French. And, as many of 
them might have been in a degree civilized at 


ò 
the fame time, and brought into the Englifh 


© 

way of living; they would of courfe have 
taken off a greater quantity of Britifh manu- 
factures, and other commodities, to the national 
advantage. The lives of great numbers of Bri- 
tifh fubjects in the plantations, de ftroyed by the 
Savages from time to time, would have .been 
faved. The colonies which have been kept 
in terror, and ftunted in their growth, theit 
frontiers having often been quite cut off, or 
broken up, would have been in a much more 

flourifhing 
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flourifhing condition than they arc at prefent. 
And moft of thefe Indians, initead of being at 
the command of the French, to cut our throats 
and fealp us, whenever they thought proper ; 
might have been ready co att for us again{t them, 
on any juit occafion. 

THEsE are fome of the important political 
ends that might probably have been anfwered, 
had the Society thought proper to fend miflion- 
aries among the Indians, (whofe converfion they 
have all along declared to be a principal, tho’ 
not a primary objeét with them) inftead of fink- 
ing fo much money in the epifcopal gulph in 
New-England. And when we alfo confider 
how duly they have been advertifed of the 
French intrigues from time to time, and of 
the importance of counter-acting them ; it is 
not eafy to fay, whether their piety or their 
patriotifm is the moft confpicuous, with re- 
lation to this part of thcir condué&. And, 
whether their affeétion for, and ftrong attach- 
nent to the peculiarities of a party, are not at 
leaft as confpicuous as cither of them, the rca- 
der who is not afraid to think, is left to judge 
from the whole feries of facts and circumftancess 
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WEEN AN 4S NIANA ANUANY RA NZDN A\N- AVA \ NZ INN SNIS NIS 
SO BROOK ARK: KA SEEK BEMOKSOROK 


SE Ca Oe 


Of the difcretionary Power of the Society, 


and Mr. Apthorp’s Keafo; uing thereon. 


HE ingenious Mr. Apthorp, to whom 
muft now again pay my devoirs, urges 
the large diferetionary power of the So- 

ciety, in order to vindicate their conduct. The 
paflage to which I refer, feems to have fome- 
thing fo very curious in it, that I cannot but 
quote it at large for the entertainment of the 
reader. 

Co Tisismomienvaln ies a iy noa Naaa 
difcretionary power is left to D Socicty, to 
regulate oe inftitution, and even occaftonally 
to make ALTERATIONS in it; In Uch a man- 
ner as to render it moft beneficial to religion, 
‘whether in cur cents or among the bor- 
dering nations. For this purpote, t they and 
their fucceflors for ever are empowered to 
make any laws or conftitutions that hall feem 
reafonable, profitable or requifite for the good 
eftate and government of the BO, and the 
** effectual promoting its charitable defig FI. 
Thus, with an evidence beyond exception, it 
‘appears that their condué in placing churches 
AMONG US, 2s inall refpects CONFORMABLE 
‘ to their inftitution” T 
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Coafid, D. 12, 
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1. Ir isto be obferved, that Mr. pthorp 


here refers to that part of the charter which re- 
lates to by-laws; but in quoting which (p. 10.) 
he has tranfpofed fome claufes and omitted o- 
thers, without giving notice of it to his readers 
in the ufual way. However, fince in his own way 
of quoting it, there does not feem to be any very 
material alteration in the fenfe; it will not be 
worth while to compare the quotation and 
charter together, merely for the fake of fhew- 
ing fome of his harmlefs errors. But had a re- 
puted Scholar quoted any difputed paflage in 
Livy, TACITUS OF CICERO, In the manner 
in which this gentleman quoted another part 
of the charter, before taken notice of ; ic would 
have been no eafy matter for him ever to regain 
his reputation in the Icarned world. Whether 
mifquoting the charter in this controverfy, is 
mot an offence of a much higher nature, is fub- 
mitted to the judgment of the impartial reader. 
2. Ir feems a pretty extraordinary polton, 
that any incorporated Society fhould have power 
by their charter, to make alterations in their in- 
fitution. If this Society has any fuch, Mr. 
Apthorp was doubtlefs right in fpeaking of it 
as a large difcretionary power ! For is nota 
power to make alterations in their inftitution, 
equivalent toa power to alter their inflitution 
it/elf;—to depart in a great meafure from the 
original plan according to the charter, and to 
purfue ends different from thofe which are ex- 
prefled therein? And what corporation ever 

had fo large a difcretionary power as this ? 
20D 
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3. By laying claim to fuch an extraordinary 
power for the Society, and making ufe of this 
as an argument to juftify their conduét, Mr. 
Apthorp feems to allow that they ftand in uced 
of it for that purpofe. The gentleman furely 
would not bave had recourfe to fuch a fuppofed 
wonderful power vefted in the Society, if their 
conduét could be reconciled with the moft plain, 
obvious fenfe of the charter. 

4. THIs is, in effe&, tho’ not exprefly, a con- 
ceffion that the Socicty have actually made al- 
terations in their inftitution: and have really 
been purfuing defigns not exprefly authorized 
by the charter. That this is fact, Lam far from 
denying. But the gentleman well knows, that 
the queftions de facto and de jure, are very dif- 
ferent: And if he can clear up that of right, as 
plainly as I flatter myfelf I have and fhall do 
that of fact, our debate will be half finifhed. 
But ftill ic muft be remembered, that tho’ the 
Society had confeffedly a power to make 
alterations in their inftitution, by neglecting 
fome ends thereof particularly mentioned in the 
charter, and purfuing others not mentioned ; yct 
unlefs they arc fuppofed infallible and impec- 
cable, the/e alterations may be for the wor/e. 
That the alterations which they have made, are 
for the better, will not follow, as he feems to 
fuppofe, from their having had a /egal power to 
make them. Allowing the power, if by 
altering they mend thcir inftitution, thcy are 
doubtlefs to be praifed in that refpe&: But what- 
ever power they may have, if they pejorate their 

inftitution, 


Condud of the Society, &c. 135 


inftitution, and purfue comparatively mean and 
A ends, inftead of the noble ones expreffed in 

re charter, Mr. dpthorp will not deny but that 
this is an error of judgment at beft, nd a real 
abufe of their power. Whoever would fully 
vindicate the Society, muft prove, not only that. 
they are actually invefted with fuch a power, 
but that they have ufed it difcretely and wifely ; 
fo as molt effectually to anfwer the general and 
excellent end of thcir inftitution: To alledge 
power only in their vindication, Is not giving 
reafonable fatisfaction to thofe who may except 
againft their conduct: Becaufe even a legal 
power may be abufed, or a difcretionary power 
mifapplied. But, 

s. THe charter contains no expreffion equi- 
valent or fimilar to this, of a power left to the 
nn to make alterations in their inflitution. 
The ftrongeit expreffions ufed therein, relative 
to the power given them, are thefe—* heed 

“* Society fhall and a) confult, determine, con- 
“ ftitute, ordain and make any confhitutions, laws, 
“ ordinances and ftatutes whatfoever; as alfo 
‘* execute leafes for years, as aforefaid, which to 
“ them, or the major part of them then prefent, 
“ fhall feem reafonable , profitable or tequifite, 
“ for, touching or concerning the good eftate, 
s aa order and government E cid cor- 
poration, and the more effectual promoting the 

“Jard charitable de ee Now is there any 
thing here, that is in the leaft fimilar toa power 
a making alterations in their infritution ?—or 

2 right to apply their fund in any manner what- 
ever, not expreiled in their charter? So far 
from i it, that, 6. THE 


A 
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6. THE Socicty are, by this very po of the 
charter which, it is pretended, gives them fuch 
an extraordinary power, limited and confined to 
thofe ends or alae which had before been 
exprefly mentioned as the ends of the inftitution. 
For the power here granted them to make con- 
ftitutions, laws, &c. is, in exprefs terms, in or- 
der to “ the more effectual promoting the faid 
charitable defignus.’ And what, in the name of 
charity, arc they? Is any one of them, the fup- 
porting and increafing little epifcopal Bees and 
fa&ions in thofe colonies, where due and legal 
provifion was before made for the public wor- 
Ihip of God ; and where the people “ had the 
means of religion already, in other proteftant 
communions 2’ a this. co the manifeft preju- 
dice of thofe colonies in which no fuch provi- 
fion was made for the adminiftration of God's 
word and ordinances ;—of the Negro flaves and 
Savages! I afk again, whether Ie E CE. 
Jaid charitable defigns: ? If it is, then the Society 
have unqueftionably a right to make conftitu- 
tions, laws, &c. in order to the more effectual 
promoting it: But if not, what can be lefs per- 
tinent and fatisfactory, than to alledge the large 
difcretionary power given them, to juftify their 
conduct in this refpeét? And how did this zn- 
ventive gcntleman come to talk of a power fo 
make alterations in their inftitution ? What that 
inftitution is, and all the ends of it, have been 
fufficiently explained before: And whatever 
they are, the Society are here confined, limited 
and ticd down to them, as much as if they had 

again 
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again been enumerated in the very words of the 
preamble ; to which the reader is referred. 
The Society muft indeed, in the nature of the 
thing, if they act with fimplicity and integrity 
in this important affair, act as to them fhali feein 
moft rea/fonable, PRUE &c. in order to ace 
complith the Jaid defigns ; as other perfons ins 
trufted with a diferetionary power in order to 
accomplith certain ends, mutt alo at But their 
infiitution itfeif is fixed, immutably fxed by the 
chanter, fo that they have not the leaft power 
to make alterations in it; but only to profecute, 
in the moft effeétual manner, the declared ends 
of it. And if any inccrporated charitable So- 
ciety whatfoever, under the pretext of a difcreti- 
onary power, neglect the declared ends of their 
infticution ; and purfue others, to which their 
charter is a ftranger, they cannot but be confi- 
dered as pane contrary to the trult repofed in 
them : But whether wilful ly, or thro’ mifappre- 
henfion, is another queftion ; refpecting which 
people may have different opinions. But, 

7. Has not the ingenious Mr. “pthorp avery 
fingular way of reafoning here? He certainly 
makes ufe of a kind of loric, which very few of 
the wn-orthedox N. Erg! land minifters learnt at 
our little, young Colleges. For, having endea~ 
vourcd to eftablifh this extraordinary difcretio- 
nary power or thie n, to make alterations 
in their inftitution, as if all depended upon it ; 
the triumphant conclufion at ength comes out in 
the following words: “'THvs, with an evidence 

S “ beyond 
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beyond exception, it appears, that their condué& 

s in placing churches AMONG Us, 75 2m all rej- 
© pects GONYORMAKLE TO THEIR INSTITU- 
eo rion’ — i c: becaufe he had made it fo evi- 
dent, that they had power to make ALTER A- 
TIONS in their infatution; therefore they have 
made NONF, nor in the leak deviated from it ; 
but their conduct is in al re/pecls CONFORMA- 
BLE thereto! And this, itis faid, appears from 
the premiles,. wrth an evidence bevond excepiion— 
But if their conduct is thus conformable ro their 
infitution, w ny did Mr. Aptharp attempt to 
juftify it, by afferting their power to alter their 
inftitution ? As his argument now ftands, the 
premifes and the conclufion unluckily frown on, 
and militate againit cach other. I have tryd 
feveral ways to reconcile them ; but to no pur- 
pote. 1 have endeavoured to fappofe, that this 
pofition about the large difcretionary power of 
the Socicty, was bro’t in only as Mr. 4pthorp 
fays, Indian converfions are undertaken by the 
Society, viz. “ incidentally, and as it were ex- 
© abundanti 1”. Bur ftill, either the conclufion 
knocks down the premifes, or the premifes the 
conclafion. I have alfo endeavoured to fuppore 
the ingenious gerticman’s meaning was, that the 
Society's conduct was conformable to their infti- 
tuuion, after they dad made alterations in it, by 
virtue of their “ la uge difcretionary powcr”; not 
as it was orzonally e But neither can I make this 
bear, in fev cil re fects, The war {till continues 
between 

t Confideratisn, p. 15. 
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between the former and latter branch of the ar- 
gument: So that they muft be left to fight it out 
betwixt them. 


ZOHO MOHAIR OO HOK AOE 


SECTION XX. 


Remarks on Mr Apthorp's curious Appli- 
cation of thofe Words, Is it not lawful 
for me to do what I will with mine 
own ? &c. to the prefent Comnroverfy. 


MMEDIATELY after the pafage laft quoted, 
Mr. Apthorp, that he might oblige us with 
fome of his rhetoric together with his znvencible 
arguments, {ubjoins— “ And to any one who 
“ crics out on imaginary abufes or mifappiicati- 
ons, the Society may reply, like the good 
“ Houfbolder whole flewards they are, Is it 
“ nct lawful for me to do what I will with mine 
“ own ? is thine eye evil becaufe I am good ?” 
LET it here be obferved, 

1. THAT whatever the Society might juftly 
reply to thofe who cry out on imaginary abufes 
or mifapplications ; the fame reply would not 
be valid or pertinent to thofe who cry out on 
real ones. 

2. THE Society are here very juftly tiled few- 
ards. Andthey were intrufted with the care of a 
charitable fund, not only by God, as he fecms to 

S2 intend, 
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intend, but by men ; by the King, who granted 
their charter, and by all who have contributed 
to the charitable defigns expreffed therein. 

3. A LEARNED clergyman, like him, doubt- 
lefs knows, it is “ required in ffewards that a 
man be found faithful” Stewards are not al- 
lowed to ufe the goods or money with which 
they are intrufted, but for thofe ends and pur- 
oles for which they are committed to them. If 
they knewingly apply them to any others, how- 
ever good in themfelves, they are wntaithful in 
their trut, For example, if a fteward is intrufted 
with money by nis lord, to give to particular 
poor perfons by name, or to the poor of fucha 
parifh ; and he neglects thefe, to aa other 
perfons, tho’ equa! Ny neceflitovs, he mifapplies 
the OTE and abufes his truft: Much more fo, 
if inftead of beftowing it on any of the poor, he 
employs it in building and decorating an houfe 
for himfelf, and in adorning his wife, miffes or 
children. 

4. THAT the Society have applicd a great 
part of the money intrufted with them, to other, 
and to fay the leaft, much lels noble pur} sates 
than thofe for which it was committed to them, 
has, if I miftake not, been fufficiently proved. 

5. Ix the very fame fentence that Mr. Ap- 
thorp cisis the Society /flewards, he docs, in effect, 
fappofe them to be, not femal, but fords or 
proprietors. For he fuppofes them to have an 
abfolute, uncontroulable right to apply their cha- 


ritable fund yo whatever good ufes they pleafe. 
This 
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This he evidently does, by putting that reply of 
the good LHoufholder, the Proprietor and Lord 
of all, into their mouths, to top the mouths of 
thofe who cry outon abufes and mifapplications 

— Js it not lawful for me to do what f 
will with mine own ? is thine eye evil, becaufe 
“ Iam good?” This anfwer could with no pro- 
pricty be adopted by a fle ward, when accufed or 
fufpeéted of abufing l a truft, and alienating the 
money committed to him from the particular 
defigns of it. The language is futable only to a 
proprictor, at abfolute liberty to difpofe of his 
owi oh as he pleafes, without being obliged 
to give an account of his conduct ; as the Society 
exprefly are, by their charter-—“ The faid Socie- 
“ty fhall year ly, and every year, give an account 
“in writing’, &c. And is it nota little fingular, 
that this argumentative and rhetorical gentleman 
fhould thus, in the fame breath, make the Society 
both rewards and fovereign proprietors of the 
charitable fund in their hands (—charatters ab- 
folutely incompatible with each other in the fame 
perfons, and with relation to the fame thing ; as 
he applies them to theSociety, “ to convince the 
“ candid”, and all but “ the obftinate’ and 
« malicious” ; which, he fays, “ is not in the 

power of reafon.” 

6. Tuo’ the member of the Society are 
themfelves large contributers to this fund, it 
makes no material alteration in the.cafe. What- 
ever they fubferibe or contribute, ceafes to be 
their own, their private property, as foon as it is 

put 
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put into this common ftock. It is then no lon- 
ger their own, to ufeas they pleafe, or to alic- 
nate from the particular charitable ends menti- 
oncd in their charter. This were /acrilege in a 
much more proper fenfe than that, in which the 
epifcopal clergy have termed fome other aliena- 
tions facrilege. And fuppofing fuch an unjuft 
thing to be <efignedly done, which I am not 
willing to think, the words of the apoftle to 
ANANIAS, who kept back part of the price, &c. 
would be very applicable to this cafe— ‘ Why 
“¢ hath Satan filled thine neart co lie to the holy 
e Chot, and to keep back part of the price of 
« the laad? Whiles it remained, was it not 
« thine own ? Thou haft not lied unto men 
« [only] but unto God”. —Let me juft add here, 
that if the eye of any one is evi towards the 
Society, poflibly fome better reafon may be given 
for it than this, that they are good ; which were, 
in divers refpects, the worl that could be affign- 
ed— at leaft,ic may not be, becauíe they are Zoo 
good to the colonies which mof med their charity ; 
or to the Negroes and Savages, who are the pro- 


per objects of it. f 





— 


¢ If the offer London Society, or Scvtch Society acted thus ; 
negleSing the heathens, and hearnenifh places, to fupport aud 
increafe little presbyterian paruss where due provifion was made 
for the worfhip of God in the cpifcopal way ; epifcopalians would 
hardly be fatisfed with tois anfwer, that they wigh’ do what thy 
would with their owy. They would be cenfured as bigots, in- 
Auenced by the irit of party, acd perverting their fund, 
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SECITON XX 


Of the Plea, That the epifcopal Mifions in 
the Colonies, to rectify the State of Rel- 
gion in them, are a neceflary Means of 
chriftiamizing the Savages. 


HIS is often mentioned in the bfradts ; 

and has not feldom ferved as a theme for 
popular declamation in the anniverfary fermons. 
Mr. Apthorp has quoted, or at leaft pretended 
to quote, feveral of thofe {crmons to this pur- 
pofe. I have compared but one of thefe quo- 
tations with the text itfelf ; that from the bp. 
of St. David’s fermon ; (Confid. p. 15.) In which 
fhort quotation of but eight lines, there are three 
or four deviations from the ufual way of quot- 
ing. Some of his own words are inferted as 
the words of the fermon ; claufes are left out, 
and parts of fentences at the diftance of 13 pages 
in quarto are tacked together, and pointed as 
they ought to have been, if thcy had been con- 
tiguous in the fermon; tho’ the pages from 
whence they are taken, are indeca referred to in 
the margin. How he has ufed fome other au- 
thors from whom he quotes; and even that great 
Prelate who “ prefides over the church of Eng- 
land, and the Society itfelf,’ I have not thought 
it worth while to examine. He has not indeed 
mifreprefented the fenfe of the bp. of St. David's 
fermon ; and perhaps nor that of other bps, &c. 
vs 
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zs to this Bas For I know it is a ufual thing 
for the preachers before the Socicty to talk in 
the fame ftrain, about “ remedying in the frf 
eepiace nyc ll flate of religion in our colonies 
“ themfelves :? without A care, it is faid, 
“ the converfion of the neighbouring Savages 
“ can hardly be effected ; "and the like. 
LET CDe here obferved, 

1. THaT all this kind of reefoning fuppotes, 
that one principal obje& of the Socicty, is, the 
converfion of the Savages ; and fo does not well 
harmonize with what Mr. c4pthorp fays elfe- 
where, however truc in point of fat—“ Indian 
“ converfions are undertaken by our Socicty 
“ incidentally, and as it were ex abundanti.” 

2. THIs na fecms very juft, when ap- 
plied to moft of the Britifh colonies, and the 
miffions in them; aa all thofe, the religious, 
or rather irreligious {tate of which, anfwers to 
the reprefentations i in the charter ;—thofe colo- 
nies in which no tolerable provifion was before 
made for minilters ;—-in which the people fcem- 
ed abandoned to atheifm and infidelity, or jn 
danger of being perverted to popery, for want 
of the adminiftration of God’s word and facra- 
ments. Sg, mifhonaries to fuch places as 
thefe, is doubrlefs one proper means of propa- 
ganing Chriftianity among the heathen. But, 

Notuinc can well be leh to the purpofe 
T this kind of reafoning, when applied to the 
far greater part of N. England, where the pub- 


lick” worfhip of God was fo regularly upheld, 
and 
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and tne peopie “had the means of religion al- 
“ ready, in other proteffant communions.” Such 
expreffions as thofe, of remedying the ill ftate of 
religion in the colonies, and the like ; when ap- 
plied to the Maflachufettsand Connecticut, can 
naturally import nothing more than reducing 
us to an outward uniformity of profeffion, or 
converting us to epifcopacy and the liturgy. 
But fuppofing this to be done, it is not eafy to 
fee how it would contribute much tothe con- 
verfion of the Indians. Nay, if we confider 
what has been done hitherto to this end, by 
epifcopalians and prefbyterians, &c. refpec- 
tively ; there is great reafon to think that our 
converfion to the church of England would 
rather retard than promote the converfion of 
the Savages. And itis intimated even in fome 
of the anniverfary fermons before the Society, 
that the pcople of New-England had proveked. 
them to jealox/y in this refpect ; tho’ hitherto, to 
very little purpofe. Thus particularly bifhop 
BURNET fays, < Let thole who have a true 
‘ zeal for the honor of our church, contribute 
** to raife her glory, which hitherto has been 
* too little advanced this way, while thofe who 
“« divide from us in NEW-ENGLAND, feem to 
“ have provok’d us to jealoufy on this ac- 
< count. T Similar conceflions to our honor, 
might be produced from other anniverfary 


fermons. 
Iy 4. As 


Sermon before the Soc. p. 27. 
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. As the converfion of the heathen was 
from the firft one profeffed aim of our Forc- 
fathers in fettling in New-England ; fo aimoft 
all the royal charters, grants, letters patent, 
and acts of government in England, relative 
to this country, have made mention of, and 
encouraged, yea, enjoined upon us the pro- 
fecution of this pious defign ; not confidered 
as epifcopalians, but as known diffenters from 

the Englifh church. ‘To which purpofe ts 
the following pailage in the charter of this 
province, granted in the 12th of WiLLiax 
and Mary; the year before the Society’s 
charter — “ To difpofe of matters and things 
“ whereby our fubjects, inhabitants of our 
“ faid province, may be religioufly, peacea- 
“ bly and civily governed, protected and de- 
< fended ; fo as their good life, and orderly 
“ converfation may win the Jadians, natives 
“ of the country, tothe knowledge and obe- 
“ dience of the only true God and Saviour of 
“ mankind, and the Chriftian faith ; which 
his royal Majefty our royal Grandtather K. 
“ CHARLES the firft, in his faid letters patent, 
© declared was bis royal intention, and the 
“ adventurers free profefion to be the principal 
“© end of the faid plantation. And forthe better 
i a g and fecuring liberty of confeience, 

5. Can it be reafonably fuppofed that King 
WILLIAM, in the Society’s charter grant ed 


the year after this, had the leaft th roughts of 
im- 
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impowering them to employ a great part of 
their fund in converting us to epifcopacy,and 
uniformity in worfhip, either as one exd of 
their inftitution, or as a requilite means of con- 
verting the Indians ;—a pious work all along 
recommended to, and enjoined upon the inha- 
bitants of Nesw-England themfelves ! The 
royal. charters, letters patent, grants, &c. fup- 
pofe the fettlers and. inhabitants of this coun- 
try, tho’ not epifcopalians, ta have been a re- 
lisious people, who were difoofed and quali- 
fied to ferve the interes of religion, by chrif- 
tianizing the Indians. But it feems Mr. Ap- 
therp, not to fay, the Society, think that, in- 
ftead of confining their pious care to the hea- 
thenifh celonies, or applying themfelves di- 
rely to the Indians, they are to employ a 
great part of their fund inconverting usto the 
liturgy, as a weceffary means of converting the 
Savages. Is this fuch a method of juftifying 
the New-England mifiions, as muft needs 
“ convince the candid ?”?—coufute all but the 
“© obftinate,” and /ilewce all but the “ malici- 

BeOS. e0 
6. Uron fuppofition that our converfion to 
epifconacy had really fome remote tendency to- 
wards the convertion of the Indians to the 
faith of Chrit ; (which is utterly denied) yet 
it may wel: be doubted, whether this would 
gaftify the Society ia applying fo great a part 
of their fund for the fupport and increafe of 
the epifcopal party here, in a country whofe 
AA religions 
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religious {tate no ways an{wers to the defcrip- 
tions in the charter ; to the neglect of other 
colonies, and the heathen themfelves, the di- 
rect, proper objects of their charity. Colonics 
whofe religious ftate is iike that of the Mafla- 
chufets and Conne¢ticut, are implicitly exclu- 
ded from any Mhare in this charity, by the fe- 
prefentations given in the charter, of thofe for 
which it was defigned, fo widely different 
therefrom. And to bring in thefe New-Eng- 
land miffions and miffionaries thus jndiretily,or 
edge-ways, as a pretended means of converting 
the Savages, when they cannot be juftified di- 
rectly, by the exprefs, obvious defign of the 
charter ; is no better than an evafion ; and 
one that naturally brings to mind thofe words 
of the CHIEF SHEPHERD, fo often mifappli- 
ed by eee He that entereth not 
“ by the door, into the fheepfold, but climbeth 
“ up fome other way, the fame is a thief anda 
< robber.”—Tho’ I do not mean to call the 
Socicty’s miflonaries among us, by thofe op- 
probrious names ; or to give them any perio- 
nal affront. Bur, 

7. IF it fhould be faid, that azy means which 
have even a remote tendency to the conver- 
fion of the Indians, may be ufed by the So- 
ciety to that end, by virtue of their “ large 
diferetionary power ;” and i itis upon this 
iooting that the miffions here are jultified, 
let us confider how far the fame way of rea- 
joning might carry them, and where it would 

` end. 
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end. They think our converfion to epifcopa- 
cy a means of converting the Indians. They 
are therefore, in purfuance of the maxim a- 
forefaid, right in maintaining miffions here at 
a great annual expence, with the hopes of 
thrufting in the fickle, and reaping a mighty 
Indian harveft a century or two hence, when 
it is ripened by means of the benign influences 
of epifcopacy upon New-England. Neither 
I, indeed, nor probably the reader, can fee 
how this fuppofed means tends to the propo- 
fed end. It feems a round-about, aukward 
way of going to work: But no matter ; the 
Society judge it proper, and that is fufficient. 
Let us then proceed one itep farther. If the 
church of Scotland, for which we have gene- 
rally a great veneration, was but firft epi/copized; 
this might poflibly have fome remote tenden- 
cy to induce us to conform to the church of 
England ; and therefore a tendency, accor- 
ding to the prefent fuppofition, tho’ more re- 
mote, to convert the Indians. Now, if it 
fhould appear thus to the Society, they may, 
according to the maxim aforefaid, fend mif- 
fionaries to canvert the kirk, in order to the 
converlion of New-England ; and this in or- 
der to convert the Savages on our frontiers. 
With the dame pious defign, they might alfo 
fend miffionaries into Holland, Geneva, the 
Swifs Cantons, &c. For though the charter 
fays nothing of Scotland, Holland, Geneva, 
Switzerland, or even of New-England, bur 

implicitly 
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implicitly excludes them all from the charita- 
ble care of the Society ; yet the Society, it is 
taid, have a large diferetionary power,—even oc- 
cafionally to make alterations in their inftitution, in 
fach a manner as to render it moft beneficial to re- 
ligion, whether in our colonies, or among the bor- 
dering nations. —-Who then can doubt the right 
of the Society to maintain mifions in all the 
proteftant countries of Europe, to promote the 
peculiarities of the church of England, in or- 
der to the eftablifhing of epifcopacy and uni- 
formity among us; and to remedy the ill flate 
af religion here, without which, “ the conver- 
** fon of the neighbouring Savages can hard: 
“ ly be effected!” — Now, where Mr. 4p- 
thorp’s method of reafoning, joined with fuch 
an imagination, may end, it is not eafy to fay ; 
except perhaps in the Socicty’s appointing 
proper perfons to look out for fome Geefe of 
the breed of GonsaLES, to carry miflionaries 
to the moon, in order to convert the good 
mas there to the church, in order to his com- 
ing as an apeftle to convert us; and all this 
as a means of converting the Iroggois, &c. And 
indeed, confidering how {criptaral our religi- 
on is at prefent; ana how unlikely we are to 
better ourfelves by fo great a change, either 
on temporal or fpiritual accounts; it may be 
hoped that we fall not be gencral Ly iore 
Asn ina long time, unlefs that oficious pla- 
net, at leaft by fome fecret and powerful influ- 
ence, fh ould have a confiderable hand in the 
apoftolical work of our converfion. IF 
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IF this is too ludicrous for the grave reader, 
Tak his pardon. To be ferious, is it mot a 
furprifing thing, that the Society fhould ex- 
pend large fums annually for half a certury 
together, in order to eftablifh epifcopacy a- 
mong us, under the poor, thin pretext of its 
being a neceflary means of converting the In- 
dians ?— and at the fame time neglect, in fo 
great a degree, both the Indians themfelves, 
and thofe heathenifh colonies, which are the 
proper, direct objects of their inflicution ! 
Can any fuppoled di/cretionary power, however 
large, pofiibly juftify a conduct fo aliene from 
the-obvious fenfe, letter, and whole fpirit of 
their charter ? 


giete eote oe pee eg eee oe 


Spent ON XXI 


Remarks on a curisus Argument of Mr. 


Apthorp, in favor of the Church of 


England. 


J T was by no means my defign, in this pub- 
lication, to enter into the controverfy be- 
twixtthe church of England andus. But 

asMr. “fpthorp has thought, fit to produce an 

argument tn favor of the former, inthe margin 
of the 22° and 23° pages of the Cou/iderations, 

{ cannot but take a curfory notice of it. * It 

“ is 
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“is a good prefumption,” fays he, “ that the 
“ church of England is a reafonable Chriftian 
“ communion, and free from all extremes in 
“ its conftitution ; that all the various religi- 
“ ous perfuafions, at home and abroad, con- 
“ cur in holding it extin efteem to their own. 
“ Confidering the force of prejudice, what in 
< every One: 's jadgment holds the econd place, 
“ may be fuppofed to deferve the firft.” The 
ingenious gentleman adds, that “ for this ob- 
“ fervation, as far as he can recolleé, he isin- 
“ debted to a fine writer, Dr. JoHNBROWN’ — 
Be that as it may, I can give a guefs from 
whence it came originally ; viz. from another 
learned Divine of the church of England ; I 
mean Dr. Swir7v.. For in his Dedication of 
of that curious theological production, entitled 
A TALE of A Tus, are thefe words ; — 
* Jt is a maxim, that thofe, to whom every 
body allows the Second place, have an un- 
doubted title to thefirf#.” This he applies, in 
the way of compliment, to Lord SOMMERS. 
Bur as to the obfervation itfelf, as applied 
ina compliment to THE CHURCH ; where did 
either of thefe gentlemen gct his intelligence, 
that ALL the varieus religious perfuafions, at home 
and abroad, coucar in holding the church of England 
SXT in effeem to their owa ? Have they ex- 
ae declared fo ? Have the churches of 
Scotland, Holland, Geneva, the proteftantSwils 
Cantons? have the Lutheran and Greek chur- 
ches, &c, &c. by any folemn public act, pro- 


claimed 
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claimed the church of England cond bef? ? Or 
has Mr. 4pthorp the faculty of difcerning the 
fentiments of all other churches, without their 
declaring them ? Tull this fact is well eftabli- 
fhed, the argument which he deduces from it 
may well be called a pre/umption ; but, that it is 
a good one, as he fays, is not fo evident.— 
There is indeed one church, a very ancient and 
extenftve one, which, it may naturally be con- 
cluded, for a reafon that fhall be namelefs, 
confiders the communion of the church of 
England as the next deff to her own. But 
it may well be doubted, whether one half the 
proteftaxt churches in the world concur with 
her, in holding the church of England in /uch 
high efteem. And tho’ this unfupported fup- 
pofition were a certain fact ; yet it would be 
no proper evidence that the church of Eng- 
land is areafonable Chriftian communion, and free 
from all extremes in its conftitution, with thofe 
who plainly fee many unreafonable, unchrif- 
tian, and unfcriptural extremes in her confti- 
tution, worfhip and difcipline: Which almoft 
any man, tolerably free from the prejudices of 
education, may cally fee ; and which have, 
in effect, been acknowledged and Jamented 
by many of the wifeft and beit men of that 
communion ; who would have been glad of 
a farther reformation with refpect to thofe 
CXIFCTICS. U THE 

* The judicious, epifcopalian Authors of the Free and candid 


Difquifitions relating to the church of England fay, ** The 
‘* reformatior 
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Tite: ventieman, oy introducing tee good 
prefinnption, as he calls it, tho’ witho ıt foun- 
dation, in favor of the N of Shae 
fhews at leot that he had not forgotten the 
great and important defigu of the Society’s 
miilrons in thefe parts, viz. propagating the 
peculiarities of cpifcopacy, and reconciling 
us tothe church of England. Hic labor, hoc 
cpus eff, What fuccels the Society and mif- 
jionarics may have in this favourite project, 


which engroffes fo much of the attention, 


and abforbs fo much ci the revenues of the 
former, while it is almoft the folc bufinefs of 
the latter; God only knows. But I have 
good reafon to think that, in gencral, I {peak 
the fenfe of far the greater, wifer and better 
part of the people in New-England in the fol- 
lowing paragraph— 

WHEN 


‘© reformation of OUR CHURCE Was never brought to that 
*¢ perfedtion which the firftundertakers and promoters of it 
‘© intended ; and which sany of the worthie/ of their fuc- 
‘© ceffors have dcfired and pleaded for Grece.” Third Edit’ 
Dublin, 1750. p. 246. They afterwards produce the tef- 
timony of great numbers of the moft eminent bifhops, and 
other Icarned mea of the church of Engiand, both ciergy 
and laity, to fupport the affertion aforefaid. And they have 
theinfelycs mentioned almoft innumerable things, which 
they wn to be very exceptionable in s4eir own church. — 
Thee alfo acknowledge, p. 344. that the learned Mr. 
Pie-ce’s VixpicaTion of the Diffenters ‘** was never 
‘© anfwered, altho’ fomebody or otherhath affeavpted it” 
And if ul ney had added, that it sever will, nor can bean- 
Cyered, they had not gone too far. Indeed, thefe Dif 
quifitions themfelves contain one of the fullet and moft un- 
anfwer:dle Vindications of our difent from the church of 
England, that have appeared ; tho’ wudefyned, 
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WHEN we confider the real conftitution 
ef the church of England ; and how aliene 
her mode of worfhip.is from the frmplicity of 
the gofpel, and the apoftolic times: When 
we confider her enormous hicrarchy, afcend- 
ing by various gradations from thedirt tothe 
ikies : When we confider the vifible effects of 
that church’s prevailing among us to the dce- 
gree that ithas: When we reflect on what 
ourForefathers fuffered from the mitred, lord- 
ly Successors of the fifhermen of Ga: ile, for 
non-conformity to a non-inftituted mode of 
worfhip ; which occafioned their flight into 
this weftern wonde When we confider that, 
to be delivered from their unholy zeal and 
ane countenanced by icepter'dtyrants, 

they threw themfclves as it were into thie 
arms of o and Barbarians : When we 
reflect, that one principal motive to their cx- 
changing the fair cities, villages, and deliglit- 

ful fields of Britain for the then inhofpitable 
fhores and defarts of America, was, that they 
might here enjoy, unmolefted, God's holy 
word and ordinances, without fuch heteroge- 
neous and spurious mixtures as were olfenfive 
to their Weli-inforn:ed contciences: When we 
confiser the narrow, cenforious and bitter 
Spirit that prevails ia too many of the epifco- 
palians among us; and what might probably 
be the fad conte: eS if this MRE party 
fhould once get the upper hand here, anda 
major vote in our hot ules of Affembly : (in 
OE which 
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which cafe the church of England might be- 
come the eftablifned religion here ; zefls be 
ordained, asin England, to exclude all but 
conformifts from poits of honor and emolu- 
ment; and all of us be taxed for the fupport 
of bi ‘fps and their underlings :) When we 
confider thefe things, and too many others 
to be now mentioned, we cannot well think 
of that church’s gaining T here to any 
great degree, and efpecially of fecing bifhop’s 
fixed among us, without much reluctance — 
Will they never let us reft in peace, except 
where all the weary are at reft? {Is it not 
enough, that they perfecutcd us out of J5 
old world ? Will they purfue us into the ne 
to convert us here? — a and ee 
fo make us profelytes, while they neglect the 
heathen and heathenifh plantations ! What 
other new world remains asa fanctuary for 
us from their oppreflions, in cafe of need? 
Where isthe CopuMBUs to explore one for, 
and pilot us to it, before we are confumed by 
the flames, or deluged in a flood of epifcopa- 
cy? — For my own part, I can hardly ever 
think of our being purfued thus from Britain 
into the wilds of America, and from world to 
world, without calling to mind, tho’ without 
applying, that paflage in the Revelation of St 
Joun: “ And to the woman were given two 
“ wings of a great eagle, that fhe “might fly 
“into the wilderefs, into ber place ; “where 
** fhe is nourifhed — from the face of the fer- 
** pent. 
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“ pent. And the ferpent caft out of his 
“ mouth water as a flood, after the woman ; 
“ that he might caufe her to be carried away 
‘* of the flood.” 

OnE of our Kings, it is well known, exci- 
ted his Scotch fubjects to take up arms againft 
him, in a great meafare, if not chiefly, by 
attempting to force the Englifh liturgy upon 
them, at the inftigation of the furious epifco- 
pal zealots of that day ; by whom he was 
wheedled and duped to his deftruction. But 
GOD be praifed, we havea KING, whom 
Heaven long preferve and profper, too wife, 
jut and good to be put upon any violent 
meafures, to gratify men of fuch a depraved 
turn of mind.—it is not my defign, however, 
to difhonor the more moderate and Chriftian 
fpirit of the Englifh bifhops fince the Revo- 
LUTION, particularly of this day, by compa- 
ring it to the perfecuting, anti-chriftian fpirit 
of many prelates, antecedent to that glorious 
fers of Brith liberty. 
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OP DIO IO REP 2 OR ONO I DIO KES 
SECTION XXIII. 


Part of two letters of Sir Witiiam 
ASHURST, Knight and Alderman, re- 
lative to the Society ; with fhort Re- 
sharks on thew. 


HE author has in his hands two original 
letters of Sir WILLIAM ASHURST, 
Prefident of the Society for propagating 

the gofpel in New-England and the parts adja- 
cent in America; of which Dr. DOUGLASS 
fays, “ The whole revenue of the corporation 
“is £. 500 to f.600 fering per Annum. At 
“ prefent they exhibit nall, but well placed 
< falaries to feveral miffionaries, Englifh and 
“ Indians.” T— Thefe letters of SirWILLIaM 
were written to a perfon in Bofton, concern- 
ing the affairs of that Society ; but contain 
fome {trictures on the other ; by which it ap- 
pears how carly ic was fufpected, that their 
Views were not altogether fo public-fpirited 
and catholic, as might have been wifhed. 
The firtt of them is dated, London, Augutt 5, 
1704. and contains the remarkable words fol- 
lowing— “ We have latcly had a new Corpo- 
“ ration erected here for propagating the gofpel, 

ESEC, 

+ Summ. Hif. and Political, Ge. Vol. II. pag. 122. 


THe Author's Father was more than 60 years a preacher of 
the gofpel to the Indians ; employed by the Commiffaser: 
of this Society. 


£6 
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&c. among the epifcopal clergy. Tn my laft 
letters in March, I fent Mr. SEWALL à 
{cheme of their proceedings. I envy not 
their engaging in fo pious adefign, but hear- 


Suy with them all imaginable fuccefs. But 


their frf fleps difcsver no great deal of charity 
for their fellow Chriftians. For they would 
infinuate, that We have xo minifters employ- 
ed in this coxverfion work in America ; and 
therefore I cannot expect much from them. 
I doubt not but thote employed by us are as 
good minifters as the bef? of them, (tho’ they 
have not epifcopal ordination ) and may be 
fitter to be employed in this work,” &c. 

Tae other letter bears date Auguit ro, 


1714. and contains the following paflage—. 


6s 


<¢ 


PS R Seat rejoicing tous, to lear from 
you ot the fuccefs that our endeavours have 
had amongtt thofe poor people ; { ib (aa WOE 
indians | and I heartily with the Society you 
take notice of had made greater improvements 
of the advantages they have over us. But I 
am afraid God will not blefs their endea- 
vors ; they having neither right ends in their 
view, hor employing proper infiruments in 
the=work. “Ro propacate the CNTA re 
ligion iu its purity and fouplicity, is an hea- 
venly work ; but to make it only a color to 
aggrandize aar archy, and to promote the 
intereft and glory of what they call The 
church, cannot cither be called a good work, 
nor can expeti a bleffing upon it?’ — 
WHETEHR 
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WHETHER the conduct of the Society 
fince thefe letters were written, and the feries 
of facts relative thereto, do not prove to a de- 
monfiration, that the Society have been in- 
fluenced by narrow, party, unworthy vicws 
in a great degree; and confequently, that Sir 
WiLbLraM was no ill prophet, is fuomitted 
to the judgrnent of the intelligent and impar- 
tial reader. 
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Sat Gea TONTANV. 
That by the Ceflion of Canada, &c. there 


is now a noble Proipe& of much being 
done towards chriftianizing the Indians, 
provided this good Work is heartily 
and difcretely profecuted. 


HAT is palt cannot be recalled, or 
undone: But abufes may be refor- 
med, if the authors fhould be fenjible 

of them, and not above altering their meafures. 

The ceffion of Canada and the beft part of 
Louitiana, if confirmed to Great-Britain, will 
give the feveral religious and charitable Socie- 
ties in England, Scotland and New-Englana, 
erected for promoting the common ca? ufe of 
Chriftiazity, advantages for fpreading the goi- 
pel among the heathen i in America, much CD- 
perior to what they would otherwife be. And 


tho’ fome of the political reafons for attempt- 
ing 
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ing the converfion of the Indians, may not 
be altogether fo {trong as they were, while 
we had the Frenca fo near us for rivals and 
enemics on this continent ; yet all the obliga- 
tions aring from Aumanity, piety and charity 
remain in their full force.. Yea, thefe are re- 
ally heightened in the fame degree that obita- 
cles to this good work are removed out of the 
way. It may be naturally expected that the 
Indians will be more acceflible and tractable 
to us and our miffionaries, by realon of the fall 
Ol Canada anc tie icine power in Amicrica: 
than they. were before, either to is or to 
the French ; as they will now be rather more 
dependcneupon us.. Ehel circumitances, of 
fuch great importance to the prolnerity of the 
Bruh colonics, and to Great Brita herfelf, 
may well be confidered as a loud call of pro- 
vidence to her and them, to engage heartily in 
the bufinefs of chriftianizing the Natives : 
And the rchgious obligation hereto, 1ucreafes 
in proportion to the profpect, or probability of 
acces ICC attempt asi Was lied! before. 
THERE is no reafon to doubt, from any 
thing thatis palt but that the Societies referred 
to before, excepting one, will be forward to 
improve the opportunity, and all advantages 
which God in his providence affords, for 
fpreading the knowledge of his truth, and the 
common felvation among the American Savages. 
And fo far as words and profeffions can go,—even 
the mot folemn, and addreffed to the greateft 
W perfonages, 
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perfonages, there is the {trongeft reafon to con- 
clude that that Society will not neglect fo fair an 
opportunity as is now prefented to them, for 
propagating Chriftianity among thefe nations. 
For the Society for propagating the gofpel in fo- 
reign parts,in their addre/s to His Majetty, 1760, 
prefented by the Archbifhop of Canterbury, 


€c 


exprefs themfelves thus—“ This Society was 


wifely founded by our great deliverer King 
WILLIAM, thatthe remoteft of the plantations, 
by the inftruction of an orthodox clergy, 
might be preferved from the danger of is- 
fidelity, and guarded againft the rettlefs at- 
tempts of popery ; and that the pure light of 
the go/pel might be fpread amongft tho/e a- 
round them, who fat in the darknefs of hea- 
thenifm. The glorious acquifitions which 
have enlarged your Majefty’s empire in Ame- 
rice, open a yet more extenfive field for our at- 
tention and care. And we do HUMBLY AND 
SOLEMNLY ASSURE your Majefty, that, fo 
far as our ability reaches, we will exert 
our utmof? endeavours, that no part of your 
Majefty’s dominions for which our duty calls 
us to provide, may remain unfurnifhed with 
the means of being inftructed in genuine 
Chriftianity : and will Go on” [Quere, Whe- 





ther this fhould not rather have been, BEGIN] 


cc 
(i 
GE 
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to ftudy and w/e diligently the moft probable 
methods of converting, not only the NE- 
GRO SLAVES, but the neighbouring Ix- 
DIANS. f 

IT 


t Vid. Scots Magazin: : Appendix, 1760. p. 693. 
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IT is to be hoped that the venerable Socie- 
ty will not forget thele SOLEMN ASSURAN- 
CEs, as they /ecm to have forgotten others fi- 
milar to them in times paft ; and go on to mif- 
apply large fums aan ually, for fupporting and 
increafing the epifcopal party or faction in 
New- -England, inttead of ufing diligently the 
moft probable methods of co Ny ERTING either the 
NEGRO SLAVES or neighbouring INDIANS. If 
Indian converfions have hitherto been under- 
taken by the Society only < incidentally, and 
as it were ex abundanti,” as Mr. Apthorp fays ; 
yet it may be expected that, after thefe proref- 
tations, they will undertake them in a different 
manner; with more zeal and oes and a 
lefs {paring hand as to money ; curtailing 
their fuperfluous expences in the Maffac hufets 
and Connecticut, t where their affiftance is 
not needed to fave vs from atheifm, infidelity 
or popery ; where 
“ Non tali auxilio, nec defenforibus iftis 
Rae eger’— 
Or if their memory fhould be treacherous, it 
may he hoped there wili not be wanting thofe 
about his Majefty’s perfon, to remind them of 
their bumble and Jalen affurances to Him: Ef- 
pecially fince their xov-ob/ervance of them may 
prove of very pernicious confequence,not on- 
ly to His American dominions, but to Great- 
Britain. Of which in the following fection. 


W 2 SECTION 


+ The author has, wichin a few days, been informed, that in 
the province of New-Hamp/hire there is a legal provifion 
made for the fupport of a public religion, fimilar to that ia 
theic two cther New-England governments. 
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SEC ETON XXV. 

Of the political Reafons ftill remaining, for 


endeavouring to chriflianize the Indians. 
OME people may perhaps imagine, that 

fince the cefon of Canada, &c. thereare 
no motives or reafon befides mercly reli- 
gious ones, to attempt the civilizing and convert- 
ing the American Indians. That the poltti- 
cal ones which before fubfifted, are leffeved in 
fome degree, is not denied ; but, that they are 
wholly ceafed, no one who daly confiders the 

matter, can fuppofe. 

To fay nothing of the benefits that might re- 
fult herefrom to the aC fifhery and na- 
vigation of the colonies, and to the Britifh com- 
merce, even upon fuppofirion that there was 
not a jefuit, popifh pric, emiffary, or one 
Frenchman upon this continent; it is to be 
remembied, that Auman affairs are fubie& to 
great changes and revolutions, as we have lat ely 
feen, particularly in America. We cannot be 
certain that others may no take place hereafter, 
almoft as much to our prejudice, as thofe are to 
our advantage. At leaf ty human prudence rce- 
quires that every thing of that fort fhould be 
guarded againit, as far as human forefight and 
powcr can doit. ein one means hereof doubt- 
lefs is, ufing the prefent opportunity of fpread- 
ing, as far as may be, the Chriftian, protcflant 
rcligion among the Natives; and thereby engag- 

Ing 
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ing them heartily in the Britith intcreft, in op- 
ofition to the French. 

THE French are a very powerful and politic, 
ambitious and enterprifing nation: They do 
not long fit down eafy under great Lffes ; and 
they foon recover ee by peace, after being 
exhaufted by war. all probability, they will 
continue to carry on intrigues with the Indians 
of Canada, and on the Eaft of the Mhthiippl, by 
means of their emiffaries, to the prejudice of our 
colonies ; not without hopes of finding their 
ends in it at let—The reverend and learned 
EDWARD WIGGLEsworRTH, D. D. ae 
SIAN T Profeffor of divinity at Harvard Colle 
in Cambridge, who has thought much and ions 
on the affair of the miffions and the Indians, 
has obliged me with two or three letters fince I 
have been writing on this fubje@. In one of 
them (which I ootained his leave to make ufe 
of on this occafion) he fpeaks particularly of 
what has laft been hinted at. Ana, I conccive, 

the beit ufe I can make of it, is to give the pub- 
lic the fubftance of it in the Doétor’s own 
words, as follows. 
“Probably it may now be generally 
thou ght, that Gnce Canada is ahaa | oe 
nore is to be apprehended from the Indians; 
“but that we fhall live in perpetual peace and 

o 

© 





3s 


ood neig shbourhcod with them. Tho’ it 
“ mav be thought a weaknefs, I muft own, that 


~ 


“J entertain very different apprehenfions. I 
“ believe 
t N.B. This Pr2fefer/rip wasin grcat part endow’d by the 
worthy Mr. Tuomas Hotuts ot London, fome time fince 
deceai ed; a very generous benefactor to our College. 
The prefent worthy Tuomas Fottrs of London, £/7; 
F. R. S. &c. has alfo, more than once, prefented fome valua- 

le beoks to the library of faid College, 
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believe that the French, in fpite of all precau- 
tions that can be taken, will continue miffion- 
aries among all chofe tribes of Indians, who 
have been ufed to have them; and will thruft 
them into as many others as they poflibly can. 
One great bufinefs of thefe will be, to keep 
up a {trong difaffection to the Englith in the 
Savages, in hopes of making ufe of them, at 
fome future favourable conjun€ure, to dif- 
trefs our provinces again, and recover their 
own loffes. To anfwer fuch an end, the 
French miffionaries will make no difficulty to 
drefs and paint like Savages, and pafs for as 
very Indians as any of them, even in vifits to 
our forts and fronticr towns. And I know 
of nothing that can prevent fuch mifmanage- 
ments, but our having miffionaries among the 
Indians, who fhall be men of genius enough to 
gain their efieem, and the fame afcendency over 
them, which the French miffionarics get, 
wherever they come. 
“ Tr any fhould be fo fanguine as to flatter 
themfelves, that we fhall never again have a 
weak adminiffration at home, which may 
encourage the French to attempt to recover 
what they have loft in America; yet we have 
found by experience, when Mr. DUMMER 
commandcd in chief, that by jefuitical influ- 
ence the Indians may be fpirited to make war 
upon us, even when the French dare not ap- 
pear to help or abet them. And if that war 
had not bcen conducted in a manner very 
different from the conduct of any other war 
we have ever had with our Eaftern tribes of 
“ Indians, 
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“Indians, before or fince ; they would have 
“© been no more humbled then, than they ufed 
“ to be at other times; but might have con- 
“ tinued to harafs our borders, till we bad 
“ been much more weary of the war than.they. 
“ And if any tribes of Indians now fhould be fee 
“ on, by fecret French emiffaries among them, 
“ to ravage our new fettlements, and murder 
“the inhabitants; I fufpect they might Zive 
“ better by it than by bunting: And they 
‘‘ might [perhaps] be better fupplied with all 
“ they want, except maney for our fcalps, by 
“ fuch Engh/b provinces as they were pleafed 
“ not to molef, than they ever were by the 
“ French in Canada.” 

THE preceeding extract is given, not only as 
very clearly and precifely exprefling my own 
apprchenfions ; but becaufe it is naturally con- 
cluded, that coming from an aged gentleman, 
of fo fuperior and refpeétable a charatter as 
Dr. WIGGLEsworTH, it will have a greater 
attention paid to it, than the fame things coming 
only from myfelf could have claimed. Let 
me add; It is undoubted faé, that in fome 
of our French and Indian wars, the Savages 
have been fupplied even with ammunition from 
one or more of the Britifh colonies: And it 
has been reported, I believe truly, that the 
cleaths of fome of our people, butchered by 
them, have been very amicably fold at Albany, 
with the biood upon them—TIn a word, the nc- 
ceflity of having a confiderable number of 
miffionarics among the Indians, is fo apparent 
and urgent, in a political, as well as religious 

confideration 
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confideration of things; that cne can hardly 
help entertaining fome hopes that the govern- 
ment, either at home or in America, or both, 
may in their wifdom fee caufe to do fomcthing 
towards fending and fuppoiting them : At leait, 
that the feveral corporations ereéted in part, if 
not chiefly for that very end, will purfue it with 


a zeal adequate to the importance of it. 
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Containing Jome ree Stridiures on the 
Manner of Mr. Apthorp’s conducting 
his Defence of oe Society. 


R: Aptharp's defence of the Society is 
Scrat CE 3 7 3 7 OL 
enitticds < CONSIDERATIONS, (Occ, 


And tho’ it has not becn thought 
needful to follow him ftep by ftep ; yet, I flat- 
ter myfelf, enough has been faid to convince 
the impartial, that thofe Confiderations were 
both written and publifhed with far too little 

confideration. He began his triumph, however, 
or rather inf fult, in the title- page, bya long, 
fcornful, moft contemptuous motto ; in which 
he intimates, how much beneath him he thought 
it to enter the lifts with any perfon, who was lo 
hardy as to object againft the Society ; reproach- 
ing them all, in effedt, as vain, impudent liars— 
s Vanos continvd ac mendaces effe’ — | his revi- 
ling motto, which ferves him as an exordium, is 
from the Evangelical Preparation of EUSEBIUS 
And 
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And on the other fide of the fame leaf are adver- 
tized, “ SERMONS on PRAYER, with Forms of 
“ Devotion”: which we may charitably fuppofe 
defigned for general ufe -—both for thofe who had 
devotion before, without much formality ; and thofe 
who had formality enough before, without much 
devotion. Next appears his bumble /ubmiffion of 
his defence, to the “ judgment and decifion” of 
his venerable Cents, the Society, of which he 
is himfelf a member. In the firft page, (numbered 
7) he propofes a queftion that is hardly intelligi- 
ble ; fpeaks of it as very “ interefting’, and 
modefty exprefies his intention to determine it 
“ once for all’—And this, without “ tlie Laf 
“ intention of offence or controverfy”, (p. 8.) 
He alfo fays there, “ The propofed vindication is 
“ defigned to convince the candid. To confute 
“ the odffinate, and filence the malicious, is not 
“ in the power of reafou.” But, by the way, I 
have always fuppofed that the od/finate were as 
capable of being confuted by the power of reafon, 
as others ; tho’ much more hard to be convinced, 
or put to filence : And I hope that this gentle- 
man will never ferve as an example, to fhew the 
wide difference betwixt thefe things, which he 
now feems to confider as the fame. But be 

that as if may, 
“Quiddignum tanto feret hic PROMISSOR hiatu 
IT appears that he was put upon this de/perate 
undertaking, by fomething which, it feems, had 
offended him in a news-paper, relative to the 
miffions. And p. 9. he threatens the unknown 
author of a fuppofed infult on the dead, with 
X inftanz 


p? 
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inftant deftruction from his powerful quill ; fay- 
ing with the old Trojan Hero, 
Extinxiffe nefas , et fumpfiffe merentis 








Confidering the occafion, I wonder he did not 
adopt the next words alfo— 

Animumg ; expleffe juvabit 
Ultricis flamme, et cineres fatiafle meorum. 
And the following line may perhaps be proper 
for a motto for him, if he fhould again write 

on the fubject : viz. 

Talia actabam, et furiatá mente ferebar. 

But as he was to determine the matter once for 
all, this is not to be expected. 

From the gth to the 18th p. we find him 
chiefly employed, firft in mz/guoteng, and then 
in mifreprefenting the charter ; in putting in an 
exclufive claim to orthodoxy for the clergy of the 
church of England ; making the Society fewards 
and fovercign a etors, in the fame breath ; 
reproaching others with “ great ignorance, or 
fomething worfe”; reviling the religion of our 
Forefathers in the moft oj »probr: ous terms ; and 
fhewing how greatly our reformation in religi- 
on,—without the improvement of our morals or 
piety, is the work of the Society. 

HAVING thus prepared the way, he propofes 
(p. 18.) “ to take leave of this popular objection 

[againft the Society] with /o full a confutation, 
“ that it will be difaremuous ever to advance it 
“ again.” How is that to be done /—Why, by 
i aR ently refting his proof on the unexceptio- 


* nable tefimony of two— P relates’ — ; bota of 
them 
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chem members of the Society—Let us fee how 
many metamorphofes they have already paft thro’; 
ift. they were Chents, 2dly. Judges, 3dly. they 
are Witneffes ; and all in the fame caufe, their 
own. But then, they are moft wnexceptionable 
Witnefles—* incapable either of mz/Pake or mi/re- 
“ prefentation in a matter fo thoroughly known 
4 ‘to them.” And (p p: 19) he {peaks of the “ in- 
s vincible reafons” of one of them. So that 
Mr. Apthorp’s fruitful imagination has produc- 
ed another metaimorphofis. It feems they are 
now neither Clients, Judges, nor Witneffes ; but, 
Aly. Reafoners, pleading their own caule. What 
they fay, Ane called their teflimony or their 
reafoning, has been taken notice of ; and others 
may al for thenifelves, ahala it is unan- 
fwerable and mvincible, or not. 

Pace 23. Mr. s4pthorp, as well he might, 
ales oy © apology for his undertaking to vin- 
“ dicate a Socicty, which is above cenfure, as itis 
“ incapable of wrong motives.” —An extraordinary 
Society indeed ! And farel y fome apology was 
needed for officioufly undertaking the defence 
of a Socicty fo Beg e of erring. So that he 
has, in effect, infallible Clients, ACI Judges, 
infallible Witnetfes, and infallible Reafoners ; all 
on the fame fide with his own infallible Se/fand 
all in the /ame perfons ! Did ever any man under- 
take a more need/e/s work ! He feems indeed to 
repent ; and “ promifes, in amends, to cmploy 
“ his fludies, for the future, to better purpofes,” 
(p. 23.) Upon which condition, I think he ought 
to be forgiven ; ana, all tl Hinge confidered, I know 


2 of 


~n 


172  Odfervations on the Charter and 


of none fo unlikely to overlook his officious error, 
as the Society themfelves—But it would feem hard, 
not to fhew fome lenity to him ; efpecially if, as 
he there fays, “ This bufinefs, in truth, was forced 
“ upon him’—In fuch a cafe, whofe fars could 
poflibly prevent their writing ; if they will but 
make the fad cafe their own ! This force, it feems, 
was chiefly put upon him by a Braintree gentle- 
man, who,ashe fuppofes,had infulted the memory 
ef a deceafed miffionary; and “ by the honor 
°° done hun of fharing in the infult” ; as he has 
accurately expreffed it. Heis very fevere on the 
faid Braintree gentleman: Whom, however, I 
fhould think almoft as :nbuman and barbarous as 
he has been reprefented, if he defired any feverer 
revenge on Mr. Apthorp, than that he /dould 
write more SUCH CONSIDERATIONS and DE- 
FENCES. 

Mr. Apthorp then pafles fome other cempliments 
ofa pretty extraordinary nature, however juit, on 
the Society, “ the honor of our age and nati- 
on,” &e. Thefe might poffibly, however, have 
come from fome other perfon with as good a 
grace, as from a member of the Socicty ; accord- 
ing to that old maxim, ‘ Let another praife thee, 
“ and not thine own mouth.” He then gives it 
as his opinion, that the Society “ cannot better 
apply thcir munificence than in providing, 
** throughout our colonies, for the decer ż celcbra- 
“ tion of public religion”. By which, accords 
ing to his whole argyment, he muft mean plane 
ing epifcopal churches even in thofe colonies, 
Where the people “ have the means of religion 

“ already 
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è already, in other proteftant communions”. And 
who can doubt, but that this is a better way of 
applying their munificence, than fending miffiona- 
rics to the heathens, or only to the heathenifh 
colonies, almoft “ abandoned to atheifm and 
“ infidelity !” 

In the lat page, however, he talks in a rap- 
turous ftrain about “ beholding this extenfive 
“ country, jut won to the Britifh empire, gra- 
dually acceding, AMONG its numerous inhabi- 
e tants, to the empire of Jesus CHRIST, and 
** of confequence, flourifhing in ARTs, in sc1- 
‘© ENCE’, &c. The arts and {ciences are indeed 
very valuable in their places ; tho’ they do not 
fecm to be amonG the primary or principal of 
thofe important bleffings, which flow from the 
knowledge and obedience of Jesus CHRIsT. 
However, they are not to be defpifed. And 
who can doubt, but that they will be as much 
improved by the miffion of fo accemplifh’d a 
Scholar as Mr. 4pihorp, in the confines of our 
College, as the religious ftate of the country has 
been amended by the epifcopal miffions in gene- 
ral? This was perhaps one defign of the cha- 
ritable Society therein ; that fo the advancement 
of learning among us, may in time be as greatly 
their work, as the reformation of our religion is 
at prefent: I would hope, much more fo— 

AFTER quoting fomething on this noble oc- 
cafion from VırGIL, Mr. Apthorp concludes 
with fome fine lines from Mr. Pope’s MEssI- 
AH: Tho’ if he had cither mentioned Popr’s 
name, or mark’d them as a quotation, he might 

perhaps 


A 
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ethaps.at once have been thought lefs a poet 
by the common people, and given ill-natur’d 
critics lefs occafion to tax him as a plagzary. 
Not that I myfelf in the leaft doubt his poetical 
talents. For even in this didactic performance, 
he has obliged us with many fpecimens of a fin- 
gular imagination, a florid, rhetorical diction, a 
brifk, lively way of reafoning, marvellous turns 
of argument, furprifing hyperboles, and divers 
other /icences even in grammar, truly poetical : 
Nay, he has altered, not to fay corrected two of 
thefe lines from Pore ! 

(Dum malè recitas, incipit effe tunm —] 
Now, from a gentleman whofe profaic, ar- 

gumentative compofitions are fo agreeably be- 
mufed, what might not be expeéted, if he were to 
write poetry zz carne? /—But it may be doubted 
whether he will be able to fpare time from his 
more important concerns, to oblige the world in 
this way ; efpecially if, as fome of late fuppofe, 
“ his reverend mind 
“ Begins to grow right-rev'rendly inclin’d’—~ 


THE CONE LU Slo. 


WHATEVER any may imagine, the author of the fore- 
going Od/ervations ferioufly declares,that he heartily wifh- 
es Mr. 4pthorp well; happy here and hereafter. And 
if thefe obfervations fhould contribute any thing towards 
Joewing him to himfelf, this will not tend to obftrué, but 
to promote that benevolent end— 

Bur the main end which he had in view, was much 
morc extenfive, general and important ;—that of ferving 
the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs, of pure and undefil- 
ed religion in America: in diftin€tion from all private, 
party-opinions whatfoever, He is very far from making 
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any pretenfions to an exemption from miflakes. But as 
to his fincerity, and the uprightnefs of his intentions; if 
it were expedient to make proteftations in fuch cafes, he 
could very cheartuliy appeal to that tribunal, at which 
ALL are Gnally to appear. 

NOTWITHSTANDING he is in principle and profeffion 
an anti-epif{copalian ; yet he fincercly loves and honors all 
Virtuous, candid and moderate men of all denominations 
among Chriftians; by no means excepting thofe of the 
epifcopal communion ; with fevcral of whom he has a 
perfonal and agreeable acquaintance, which he would be 
glad to keep up : Nor would he willingly and unnecet- 
farily~give oficnce to any perfons of that perfuafion. 

Tuo’ he wifhes the people of New. England to ftand 
faftin the liberty wherewith Cxatsy hath made them 
free; and not to return under that yoke of epifcopal 
bondage, which fo miferably galled the necks of our 
Forefathers, that they were not able to bear it,and there- 
fore took mfuge in America; yet he is far from 
defiring to inflame the paffions of any one feé or party 
againft another : So far from it, that he would fincerely 
rejcice to be in the Jeaft degree inflrumental of uniting 
them in the bends of Chriftian charity, on the true plan 
of the gofpel, In order to which, he cannot think an ex- 
act uniformity either in fevtiment, or in modes of wore 
Jeip and difeipline, neceflary. The former is im- 
potfible in this imperfe& ftate, on divers accounts ; and 
the <atter not to be expeéted, unlefs in countries where 
the invaluable bleffing of liberty is facrificed to a far is- 
ferior obje&. Zealous attempts to eftablifh an exad 
uniformity in religion, have generally, if not always 
proved pernicious tothe peace of fociety, to chriftian 
charity and morals, in a very high degree: All ecclefi- 
aftic hiftory is a proof of this. Such an uniformity, and 
the advancement of the hierarchy, have too apparently 
been favourite objcéts with the Society all along. partis 
suiarly as to New-England ; while the heathenifh coio- 
nies, the poor Negroes and Indians have been proporti- 

onably 
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onadly negleéted. And to what one valuable purpofe ? 
—uvnlefS caufing alienation of affeCions, and animofities 
among us, can be accounted fuch !—And thefe are the 
principal fruits which, confidering the religious ftate of 
this country, can in reafon be expe&ted from a continued 
profecution of this defign, — 

Te author concludes with his kumble and earneft 
prayers, that Gop would unite all the Societigs for the 
wropagation of TRUE RELIGION, whether in England, 
Scotland or America, in a fincere defire to promote that 
alone ; and afford them retpeftively fuch lights and di- 
se€tions as may ferve to advance this one, ngle, moft 
important end, to his own glory, and the good of man- 
kind; till in the revolutions of times and feafons, which 
He keeps in his own power, “ the GOSPEL OF THE 
“ xinGpoM {hall be preached for a witnefs among ALL 
“© naTions”’; and that-grand event fhal] take place, in 

raying for which all fincere Chriflians are already unit- 
ed;—even that HIS KINGDOM may come, and BIS WILL 
BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT ISIN HEAVEN. AMEN! 








CORRECTIONS, 
Page line from read 


16 8 top or burt 
18 3 top their charity 
49 12 top the name 


N. B. 52. The Grit part of the marginal note there, ought to 
have ruo thus, viz. 
By what I can learn, there was no epifcopal church in 
N. England, "ull about An. 1685, or 1686, in the 
reign of the infatuated roman-catholic K. James N, 
and the adminiftration of the roman-catholic Governor 
Sir E. Androfs. Tho’ K, Charles 11d had before given 
bis allowance for onc in Bolton, when our charter was 
called into queftion, An. 1679. It was at this time, 


that, &c. 
63 <7 = toooften 
69 12 top is engaged, 
27 I bottom too far 
9° 16 top predeflining 
202 Title of Set. 14, to eftablih 


Rg 14 bottom = truth, 
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